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PREFACE. 



SIR Stephen R. Glynne's Notes on the Churches of 
Lancashire formed volume 27 of the Chetham 
Society's Publications (New Series). In the preface to 
that volume a brief memoir of Sir Stephen R. Glynne, 
Bart., was inserted. At the request of the President 
and Secretary of the Society, the Editor of the Notes on 
the Churches of Lancashire has undertaken to edit also 
the Notes on the Churches of Cheshire. 

He has not been able to visit as many of the Cheshire 
Churches as he would have wished ; and consequently 
he has had to rely on the co-operation of the clergy, and 
in some instances of laymen, in the several parishes. 
He desires to express his gratitude for the ungrudging 
help, which, with very few exceptions, has been rendered 
him by those to whom he has applied for information. 
So many changes are from time to time being made in 
churches, that, after a few years, descriptions cease to be 
accurate. The Editor has read all that has been written 
about the churches in Lyson's Cheshire, in Helsby's 
edition of Ormerod's Cheshire^ and in Earwaker's East 
Cheshire, but to bring the churches up to date (1893) ^^ 
has obtained the information given, either by personal 
visit, or direct from the parishes. Some of the longer 
monumental inscriptions he has taken from those works. 
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and has verified their correctness. Sir Stephen's Notes 
are in large type (his earliest visit noted is 1832, his 
latest 1 869) ; the Editor s in smaller type, with the date 

1893. 

The additional information under the date 1893 con- 
sists of — 

(a) Alterations in and Additions to Churches. 

(b) Ancient Stones. 

(c) Inscriptions. 

(d) Brasses. 

(e) Tombs and Monuments. 

(f) Old Stained Glass. 

(g) Date of Registers. 

(h) Old Silver Communion Plate. 
(i) Bells. 

Of the seventy-six churches, seventeen are dedicated 
to S. Mary ; one to S. Mary and S. Nicholas ; one to 
S. Mary and S. Helen ; one to S. Mary and All Saints ; 
six to S. Michael; five to S. Peter, S. James, S. Oswald; 
four to S. Wilfred, All Saints ; three to S. Bartholomew, 
S. Chad; two to S. John Baptist, S. Helen, S. Lawrence; 
and one to Holy Trinity, S. Andrew, S. Alban, S. 
Christopher, S. Martin, S. Boniface, S. Bertoline, S. 
Hilary, S. Margaret, S. Edith, S. Werburgh, S. Bridget, 
and Holy Cross ; two are chapels without dedication. 

The Editor thankfully recognizes the interest and 
advice of the President and Secretary in both the 
volumes he has had the honour of preparing for the 
Society. 

J. A. A. 

The Vicarage, Bolton, 
June, 1894. 
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NANTWICH. 

&. 9^ar? ana &. j^Cctiolasi^ 

THIS church, undoubtedly the largest and finest in the 
county, is a spacious cruciform building with a central 
octagonal tower. The prevailing features are Decorated and 
Perpendicular, with something of a transition character between 
them. The material, unfortunately, is of the soft red sand- 
stone, so that much of the external work is sadly worn. The 
whole church is on a grand scale — ^the transepts large, and, 
together with the nave and chancel, very lofty. The west door- 
way is almost Early English, the arch mouldings deep, and one 
enriched with the toothed ornament. The shafts are gone, but 
the moulded capitals remain. The west front is fine, but the 
pinnacles which crowned the buttresses have been broken. The 
west window is Perpendicular, early in the style, and very large, 
being of nine lights. Those at the west end of the aisles are of 
four lights and Decorated tracery. The windows of the aisles 
are of three lights, the tracery verging from Decorated to Per- 
pendicular, but more of the former than the latter character. 
There is a good battlement to both nave and aisles, but not to 
the transepts or choir, except the east end of the latter. Under 
one of the windows in the north aisle is a curious doorway, 

B 
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which seems to be Perpendicular; the arch is ogee within a 
square compartment, flanked by slender octagonal buttresses 
crowned by small battlements ; the spandrels of the arch are 
filled with rich panneling, with quatrefoils. The south porch is 
large and fine, but the ornaments are much decayed. It has two 
stages, an embattled parapet, and grotesque figures for gurgoyles. 
The upper windows are square-headed and appear Perpendicular, 
the lower Decorated of two lights. The stone groining has been 
begun but is not completed. Over the doorway are two 
canopied niches. The buttresses are enriched also with niches. 
The tower, though elegant and rather uncommon in its plan, is 
somewhat too small in proportion to the rest of the church, 
above the roof of which, it is octagonal in form, surmounted by 
a battlement and eight crocketed pinnacles at the angles. On 
each face is a fine large window of two lights, with ogee crocketed 
canopy, and a transom. The tracery is of similar character to 
that of some of the other windows, and verging from Decorated 
to Perpendicular. The sill of each window has a considerable 
slope in stone work. The nave is divided from each aisle by 
four very lofty and rather acute arches, springing from piers of 
shafts clustered in a lozenge form, with moulded capitals. Above 
is a Perpendicular clerestory, the windows of which are closely 
set, two over each arch. There are stone quasi-flying buttresses 
thrown from the nave piers across the aisles, in order to 
strengthen the arcades, as from the centre piers in Hawarden 
Church. The arcades are peculiarly lofty and fine. There are 
hideous galleries along both sides of the nave, and, what is still 
worse, one under the tower, in which is placed the organ, and 
which entirely cuts off the spacious and beautiful chancel from 
the rest of the church. The pews are also most frightful and 
irregular. In the side aisles are curious flying buttresses within. 
The tower rises upon four fine-pointed arches, the piers of clus- 
tered shafts, which have individual foliated capitals, immediately 
above which the tower rises into an octagon. The north 
transept is Decorated, has an octagonal stair turret at the end, 
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and some buttresses with tracery, but there is no great quantity 
of external ornament The end window is a very fine one of 
five lights ; the others are of three lights, and many contain 
pieces of good painted glass. Under the great north window is 
an arched recess in the wall. There is an uncommon arrange- 
ment in this transept, of which the northern extremity is divided 
from the rest by a pointed arch with continuous mouldings, and 
must probably have been a chapel dedicated in honour of some 
saint. There is in each transept a fine wood panneled ceiling. 
The south transept has a fine lofty gable, externally rising much 
above the roof. Beneath the parapet is a flowered cornice, and 
the buttresses are enriched with tracery and large crocketed 
pinnacles. The end window is a very large Perpendicular one of 
eight lights, and of great richness. The soffit within is filled 
with quatrefoil panneling, and the lower part of each light 
below the transom has an ogee arch. The other windows of 
this transept are very fine Perpendicular ones of three lights, 
with transoms. Attached to the north-east pier of the tower, 
and now unhappily disused and half concealed, is a beautiful 
stone pulpit, much enriched with panneling and tracery, and a 
small battlement round the upper part. There is an elegant 
octangular pedestal and a stone staircase leading from within 
the screen bounding the choir. This screen is very low. The 
choir is of uncommon beauty, but has no aisles : its buttresses 
are finely enriched with Decorated tracery and pinnacles. The 
windows are three on each side, all of late Decorated character, 
and of four lights. Those on the north have externally ogee 
crocketed canopies. That at the east end is a fine Perpendicular 
one of seven lights, surmounted externally by a very rich 
crocketed triangular canopy filled with pierced tracery and 
rising to a great height above the embattled parapet, but the 
top of it is unfortunately broken. The parapet of this east end 
is singularly elegant in its pierced panneling, which is very 
light, and appears within the canopy of the window. The 
buttresses at this end are finely enriched with tracery and 
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canopies, but the pinnacles surmounting them, which flanked 
the parapet, are broken. The choir has its roof groined in 
stone. This is of great beauty, and apparently coeval with the 
rest of the choir. The ribs are intricate, and have very fine 
bosses at their points of intersection, sculptured with various 
sacred subjects, intermixed with foliage. The ribs spring from 
clustered slender shafts having general foliated capitals, and set 
between the windows. Another most important and beautiful 
feature of this choir is the stalls, which remain on each side in a 
very perfect state. They have the misereres or turn-up seats, 
and surmounted by a line of extremely fine tabernacle work of 
Perpendicular work, rich in pinnacles, crockets, finials, &c. On 
the south side, near the altar, are three equal sedilia, with crocketed 
ogee heads and feathering, and a fourth of like character with a 
piscina. There is a vestry on the north of the choir near the 
east end, coeval with the choir, and having two-light windows. 
In the south transept is a mutilated alabaster figure of a knight 



1861. 

Great improvements and restoration now effected, having been 
in progress since about 1855 — ^the chancel thrown open to the 
nave, all the former wretched pews, galleries, and other fittings 
removed. The nave has a new panneled roof ; the whole of the 
nave aisles and transepts fitted with excellent oak open benches. 
A new west window of Decorated tracery replaces the former 
Perpendicular one. The splendid stalls of the chancel are now 
grandly restored, the fine canopies of tabernacle work have been 
repaired effectually, the east window filled with stained glass, and 
the magnificent groined roof put in the best order. On the 
whole, this is one of the finest and most satisfactory restorations 
of a grand church that can be seen. The beauty of every part is 
well brought out, and no expense spared in suitable decoration. 

1893. 

The west doorway is now restored as an Early English doorway, as a 
memorial of a probable earlier church in situ. The pinnacles of the 
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west front have been restored. The west Perpendicular window of 
nine lights being past repair, and not being the original window, nor in 
harmony with its Decorated frame-work, has been replaced by a seven- 
light window. In doing this the masons found the bases of the original 
seven-light window in situ, exactly corresponding with the mullions of 
the present Decorated window. The battlement of the east end is now 
restored to the north and south sides of the choir. The south porch 
was restored and the groining completed in 1878. In the niches of the 
buttresses of the south porch are representations of the " Four Living 
Creatxures," each bearing a scroll, typical of the Four Evangelists. 
There is a lean-to building on the east side of the porch, one storey 
high, Perpendicular, containing a large fireplace with panneled stone 
sides, similar to the one in the parvise above the porch. There is no 
window on the north face of the tower ; the staircase to the roof is 
there. The stair turret in the north transept is at the north-west 
corner. The old stained glass from the north transept was collected 
and placed in one of the windows of the choir in 1876. The chapel in 
the north transept, with its piscina and deeply-recessed aumbry in the 
north wall, was the Lady chapel. Formerly there was in it a stone 
screen, which can still be traced. The southernmost bay of the south 
transept is evidently an addition to the original church, as shown by 
the buttresses, string-courses, windows, &c. The large south window 
and the east and west windows adjoining are pure Perpendicular work, 
with transoms, quite different from the remaining windows in this 
transept. There is a square head-dress on a figure-head on the east and 
west windows, which was only in fashion some thirteen years, early in 
the fifteenth century. The stone pulpit, attached to the north-east 
pier of the tower, has been restored, and the screen has been raised. 
The windows on the south side of the choir have externally ogee 
docketed canopies, as well as those on the north. The east window of 
the choir should more properly be called *' Transitional,*' being not 
Perpendicular, but showing how the latter came in, and particularly 
interesting from this point of view. On each side of the interior of the 
east window is a fine lofty niche, which was concealed by the Ten Com- 
mandments, &c., at the time of Sir Stephen Glynne's visit ; this accounts 
for his silence. The pinnacles of the niches reach as high as the arch 
of the east window. 
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The vestry on the north of the choir is of two storeys. In the lower 
are an aumbry, piscina, chimney-place for charcoal fire, and (now) the 
mutilated remains of the figure of Sir David Craddock, the reputed 
founder of the church, which was formerly in the south transept. 

The registers begin in 1572, but there are baptisms from November, 
1539, to May, 1545. 

Silver Communion Plate : — One chalice (Hall mark, 1604), with 
lid engraved 1605. One chalice (Hall mark, 1633), "Ex dono 
Alicise Wilbraham, de Dorfould.*' Two large flagons (Hall mark, 
i6S9)> "The guift of Eliz: Dauenport and Margt. Woodnoth, 
widdowes, To ye Church of Namptwych, 1659 ; " also two coats of 
arms surmounted by crests — one a griffin, the other a man's head with 
a rope round his neck. Paten, no date, probably given by the two 
" widdowes." 

Two silver Alms Dishes (Hall mark, 1732-3), "The gift of Mrs. 
Eliz. Wilbraham, Relict of Stephen Wilbraham, Esqre." (No date ; she 
was widow from 1732 to 1753.) 

Dish or Bason, beaten out very thin, with two shell-like handles. No 
mark. Not of English workmanship. Thought to be very old. 
Possibly Flemish. Perhaps a rose-water basin. One like it in British 
Museum ; only one other similar known. 

Large Pewter Dish. "A citizen of London gave this Bason and 
two Bread Plates to the Church at Nantwich Ap. 4, Ano. Dom. 
1640.'' 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "Prosperity to the Town & Parish, 
A. R., 1713;" (2) "Peace and good neighbourhood, A. R., 1713;" 
(3) "Abr. Rudhall cast us all, 17 13 ;" (4) "God save the Church & 
Queen Ann, A. R., 1713 ;" (5) "Prosperity to all our Benefactors, 
A. R., 1713;" (tenor) "Tho: Talbot, Humphrey Hayles, Church- 
wardens, 17 13." 

There are a number of ancient books belonging to the church. The 
most interesting and valuable are : — 

A Sarum Missal, printed in Paris by Francis Regnault in 1533 (some 
woodcuts dated 1525 being used in the frontispiece). Interesting as 
showing the emendations and erasures made by Henry VII L*s Com- 
missioners. 

Exposition of the Hymns of Sarum — Exposition of the Sequences of 
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Saruro. Two volumes bound in one, printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 
1502, and showing Caxton's monogram. So early an edition was not 
known at the British Museum until this copy was sent there, and no 
other copy is known to be in existence. 

"EIKflN BASIAIKIT. "The Pourtraicture of His Sacred 
Maiestie in His Solitudes and Sufferings." Printed 1648. 



ACTON. 
&♦ a^arp* 1846. 

A LARGE church, superior to the generality of Cheshire 
churches, though in some points badly modernized. The 
plan is the usual one, and the aisles are not continued along the 
chancel. The tower is engaged in the aisles, and in its lower 
portion is first pointed, having a triple lancet and flat buttresses. 
It opens internally by three arches. That to the nave has 
toothed mouldings, and rises on octagonal columns ; those on 
the north and south are lower, and have the hoods toothed. The 
piers are strong, having octagon columns with toothed capitals. 
The nave is wide, and of four bays, the arches somewhat acute, 
and the piers octagon with capitals. The clerestory and ceiling 
are modem Gothic. The chancel arch is wide, and pointed with 
continuous mouldings. The windows of the south aisle are 
third pointed with transoms of three lights, except that at the 
east end, which is of five. The west window of the same aisle is 
square headed, and more of Decorated character. The northern 
windows are bad Gothic of three lights, with simply crossing 
muUions. There is a fine ogee piscina near the east end of the 
south aisle, with flanking pinnacles, finial, and feathering. At 
the east end of this aisle, under the window, is a raised stone 
seat. The nave is pewed in a regular manner. The chancel 
has third pointed windows of three lights with transoms, and 
included within a large arch. The chancel contains some 
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Jacobean stalls of wood, and on the north side a sacristy. In 
the north aisle is a fine third pointed tomb, with ogee arched 
canopy, to Sir William Manwaring, ob* '399. The figure has a 
lion at the feet, and the back of the tomb is enriched with three 
heights of panneling. The canopy has a flattish ogee arch, 
double feathered, with large finial, and flanked by pinnacles. In 
the spandrel is panneling, with shields, which are emblazoned. 
The south aisle has a moulded parapet ; that of the chancel is 
pierced. The south aisle has a fine ogee door, with panneled 
jambs of rather curious character. The north door has a hood 
moulding upon corbel heads. The tower has a third pointed 
west door inserted, at the point of which is a shield with the 
arms of Mainwaring. The upper part of the tower is Modern 
Gothic. A marble monument, A.D. 1643, ^^ some of the 
Wilbrahams, has two fine effigies. 



1893. 

The raised stone seat runs all round the church and chancel. Some 
very curious fragments of ancient work are built into it. The chancel 
has an east window of five lights, a fine but much mutilated piscina on 
the south wall similar in character to that in the south aisle, and a stall 
of similar character and condition. The figure of Sir William Main- 
waring is in alabaster ; the head rests on a donkey's head, the crest of 
the family.* The panneling at the back is curiously painted with the 
heads of priests, each singing fi-om a book before him. The north aisle 
is supported by buttresses externally, on each of which is a shield with 
the Mainwaring arms. The chancel has the Wilbraham arms at intervals 
under the parapet. The church suffered much during the Civil Wars, 
having been repeatedly occupied by the troops both of the King and 
the Parliament. The upper part of the tower was erected to replace the 
portion blown down by a severe storm about 1750. 

' This crest is said to have been adopted after one of the battles in the Holy Land, 
when on losing his horse the Crusader mounted an ass, with the words, " Devant, si 
je puis "—henceforth the fiunily motto. 
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The registers begin in 1653. There is a peal of six bells by Rudhall. 
Inscription on tenor : " I to the church the living call, and to the grave 
I summon all." 

In the Woodhey chapel is a marble altar tomb, with recumbent 
effigies of Richard Wilbraham in plate armour and his wife Elizabeth. 
At their feet are couchant wolves. 

Inscription on the south side : — 

Lectissimorum conjugum par 

Ricardus Wilbraham eques et baronettus, 

Thomae Wilbraham de Woodhey armigeri 

et Franciscae filise Hugonis Cholmondeley 

de Cholmondeley equitis 

filius, 
unica et pientissima uxor, 
nomine et re Gratia, Johannis Savage de Rock Savage, 

equitis et baronetti, filia. 
Utrosq' coelo dignos, terris majores, reddiderant 

pietas, virtus, fides, 

hie fortis, Justus, sapiens ; 

ilia benefica, affabilis, pia, 

numerosa sobole, filiis sex, filiabus septem, donati. 

mortuus est 3® Apri's, An° Dom^ mdcxliii. 

aetat lxiv. 

Moerens uxor marito et filiis omnibus supervixit infelix. 

Conjugis pariter et prolis vidua 

mortua est 8** Martis mdclxi. 

aetat lxxvi. 

ne posteros capiat oblivio 

hoc sacrum nurus fideli commisit marmori. 

Inscription on the north side : — 

Siste ad vena, 
qui vir hie situs sit te morae pretium erit 

Thomas Wilbraham, baronettus 
Richardi Wilbraham, militis ac baronetti. 
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ac Gratias conjugis 

iilius haeresq. 

uxorem duxit Elizabetham, Rogeri Wilbrahani, 

equitis aurati 
(regi Jacobo libellorum supplicum magistri), 

filiam cohaeredem. 

Physicis, theologicis, perlegendo, scribendo, 

plurimum versatus ; 

summa humanitate, sapientia, amaenitate et probitate 

aetemum celebrandus ; 
paucis tamen (humilitate propria, sa&culoq. iniquo) 

Celebris. 
Septem habuit filios, filiam unicam, amicos plurimos, 

inimicum neminem. 

Tempora optimus supervixit pessima, 

caelumq' rediit Oct xxxi. 

anno salutis mdclx. 

Amantissimo et optimb merenti conjugi uxor maerens P. 

usque dum dilectos cineres complecti datum sit, 
luctils monumentum spirans, et majus ipsa superfutura. 



AUDLEM. 

&. 9|ameiS* 1853. 

A LARGE church, deriving some advantage from its situation 
on uneven ground, which falls very considerably from 
the east end. The plan is a lofty nave with aisles, chancel with 
small north aisle, a tower occupying the west bay of the north 
aisle, and a south porch. The main features are Perpendicular, 
but with some Decorated work about the chancel, and perhaps 
elsewhere. The inner door within the porch has a Decorated 
character, with fair mouldings and shafts, approached up steps. 
The porch itself is later, and embattled, the outer doorway on 
corbels, and each side of the porch having open three-light 
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windows ; its ceiling is panneled. The nave has a clerestory 
which is embattled, as is also the south aisle, but the north aisle 
is without a parapet. There is a west door with mouldings, and 
a closed north door. The west window has lost its tracery. The 
windows of the south aisle large and handsome, of four lights, 
set closely. In the north aisle some original Decorated windows 
of two lights remain, but few and far between — quite a contrast 
to the south aisle. The clerestory windows are of two lights, 
set in pairs and closely. The south aisle is narrower than the 
north aisle. The interior of the nave is lofty, and if some 
improvements were made in the fittings would be really hand- 
some. The south arcade is of six pointed arches, rather bald 
and plain, with octagonal piers having clumsy overhanging 
capitals. On the north are four arches resembling those opposite, 
and a fifth very small narrow one adjoining the tower. The 
tower is very massive, and presents to the nave a blank wall, 
with corbel table. The tower opens to the aisle by a pointed 
arch, and its lower storey is used as a vestry. There is a double 
gallery at the west end of the nave, and a barrel organ. The 
eastern pier on the south side is stilted up, and its capital raised 
quite high. The chancel arch is pointed, rising from the piers. 
There is an inclination in the chancel to the south from the line 
of the nave. The east window is of five lights, with tracery 
verging from Decorated to Perpendicular. On the south of the 
chancel is one three-light Decorated window with square head, 
and one Perpendicular one of three lights set higher in the wall. 
Between the chancel and the north chapel is a small pointed 
arch, or Tather only three portions of an arch, springing straight 
from the wall. Another pointed arch between this chapel and 
the north aisle. The east window of this chapel is square- 
headed, of five lights. The ceiling of the chancel cuts the 
chancel arch. The tower is very large, and in its lower portion 
of Decorated work, solid and plain, having a two-light window. 
It is divided only by one horizontal string-course, has a battle- 
ment, and four pinnacles ; belfry window of two lights. The 
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font is a late and poor one of octagonal form. In the vestry !s 
an old chest with singularly fine foliated iron-work. 



1893. 

This church was thoroughly repaired in 1885, without destroying any 
points of archaeological interest The oldest parts of the building are 
the two respond pillars at the east and west ends of the south arcade of 
the nave, and the lower part of the walls of the south aisle, built about 
1320. 

The closed north door now opens into a new vestry. New Perpen- 
dicular tracery has been inserted in the west window. The walls have 
been cleared of whitewash and the old high pews replaced with open 
benches, the old wood being used as far as possible. The tower is now 
thrown open to the church, and forms the baptistery. The west 
gallery has been removed. The north-east chapel is now the organ 
chamber. When the clerestory was added (about 1590) the whole 
south arcade was raised, the north arcade being at the same time moved 
nearly two feet northwards. The original capitals of the east and west 
responds of the south arcade were left at the old level, the piers being 
built up from them, with new capitals added. From the tower there is 
the spring of an arch straight from the wall, showing the original line 
of the north arcade. The east window of the north chapel was 
originally pointed, as shown by the remains of a label outside. There 
is now a font of Bath stone, hexagonal, and corresponding with the 
pillars. 

The registers begin in 1557. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Chalice, " Humbly dedicated to the 
Service of God in the Parish Church of Audlem by R. B., 1635.** 
Chalice cover used as paten, probably same date as chalice. Alms 
dish, " The guift of Thomas, Lord Viscount Killmorey, to the Parish 
Church of Audlem, 1685." Large dish, "The gift of Thomas, Lord 
Viscount Killmorey, to the Parish of Audlem, 1685/' 

Silver Font Bowl, " For the more decent celebration of the Holy 

Sacrament of Baptism in the Parish Church of Audlem. This Bason is 

. humbly dedicated to the Font there by Ann Evans, widow of Wm. 
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Evans, M.A., xxxv. years master of the Free School of the said Parish, 
out of her regard to her said late Husband's intention, tho* not required 
by his will, 1744." 

There is a peal of six bells, rehung in 189 1 — (i) "When you me 
ring lie sweetly sing, A. R., 1736 ;" (2) "Peace and good neighbour- 
hood, A. R., 1736;" (3) "Prosperity to this Parish, A. R., 1736;" 

(4) "May the Church of England for ever flourish, A. R., 1736;" 

(5) "The work of Abel Rudhall of Gloucester cast us all, 1736;" 

(6) " I to the church the living call, and to the grave do summon all, 
1736." 



BUNBURY. 

&♦ JBomface* 1842. 

ONE of the finest churches in the county, and exhibiting 
much good work, both Decorated and Perpendicular. It 
consists of a spacious nave with aisles and tower engaged in the 
west end, a chancel and spacious chapel on the south. The 
tower and the chancel are Decorated, the nave and the south 
chapel Perpendicular, but the latter is of far later date. The 
tower IS large and rather plain, having a battlement and eight 
pinnacles. The west window is of three lights, the tracery 
verging to Perpendicular; its arch mouldings are very good 
within, but discontinuous and without corbels. The belfry 
windows of three lights, of similar character. On the east wall 
of the tower is the mark of the former high-pitched roof of the 
nave. The north aisle has a fine open panneled parapet, 
canopied buttresses, and pinnacles. A small north door has 
label panneled spandrels and good mouldings. The north aisle 
is better finished than the southern. Both have seven windows 
on the side, but those on the north are set closer and of larger 
size ; all are of four lights, having dripstones within and the 
arches somewhat depressed. In the northern windows are 
pieces of stained glass ; under them is a string-course. The 
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tower has on three sides arches communicating with the nave 
and aisles ; that opening to the nave is a good one, with fine 
deep mouldings, and loftier than those on the north and south, 
which, however, have deep and continuous mouldings and strong, 
massive piers of masonry. Above them is a corbel table facing 
the aisles. The tower has unfortunately a ringing floor, so placed 
as to cut the fine arch. The interior is very handsome — ^the nave 
wide and lofty, the aisles rather narrow, but light and uniform. 
The nave has on each side six elegant moulded arches (besides 
those of the tower), springing from light columns having four 
shafts with octagonal capitals and continuous mouldings in the 
intermediate spaces. The bases of the columns are stilted. The 
arches on the north have hood mouldings with corbels. There 
is, unhappily, much to injure the effect of this fine church, for 
not only are the walls, arches, and columns clogged with white- 
wash, but there are frightful projecting galleries in each aisle, 
which do not even match, and in the nave a flat modern ceiling. 
The clerestory seems never to have been finished, or the original 
one destroyed, for the east gable remains externally as originally 
intended. There are now very common windows, the heads of 
which are cut by the modern ceiling. In the north aisle the 
beams of the roof rest on grotesque corbels, which surmount the 
capitals of slender shafts set against the piers of the main 
arches. There is a south porch, which is rather plain. The east 
ends of the two aisles of the nave are enclosed by wood screens, 
which are mutilated and of ordinary character, and on one of the 
piers within this enclosure is a mutilated niche. Both the screens 
were originally painted and gilt, and retain traces of figures of 
saints, inscribed scrolls, and an inscription along the upper part 
now illegible. A narrow arch of rather obtuse form, with fine 
mouldings, communicates between the south aisle and the 
Egerton chapel. The chancel arch is large and lofty, with 
continuous mouldings resembling that at Malpas, and is clearly 
Decorated. The dripstone is upon corbels, and in the wall on 
each side of the arch are some plain stone brackets, which may 
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have supported the rood loft or particular images. The pewing 
is of the most wretched description, and there is no pavement at 
all except in the avenues. The pews have no boarded floor, but 
are all strewed with hay or old matting upon the bare earth ! 
On a pew was this inscription, "John Singleton bought this pew, 
18 18." The pulpit and desk are elevated in a frightful situation 
within the chancel. The chancel is spacious, and a very elegant 
specimen of the time of Richard II., in the eleventh year of 
whose reign the collegiate church was founded, as appears from 
an inscription preserved in the chancel. This is clearly of the 
original foundation, as is the tower. The tracery of the windows 
is of the transition character from Decorated to Perpendicular — 
that might be expected — but more of the Decorated. The east 
window is of five lights, unhappily closed up. On the north side 
are two windows of three lights, and on the south one of three 
lights eastward of the chapel. On the south side of the altar 
are three ascending sedilia of ogee form, with trefoil feathering 
and continuous mouldings. A piscina has probably been closed 
up. In the north wall of the chancel is a fine ogee arch under a 
window, without either crockets or finial, but flanked by crocketed 
pinnacles, and having the moulding continuous and very well 
executed. In the middle of the chancel is a large altar tomb 
of alabaster, enriched with a range of crocketed ogee niches 
and shields between the canopies, with traces of painting 
and gilding. Upon it is the recumbent effigy of Sir Hugh 
Calveley (distinguished in the wars with France, temp. Edward 
III.), who died 1394. The effigy is a fine one — in plate armour, 
with his armorial bearings on the surcoat, a lion at his feet, under 
his head his crest — a calf's head on a ducal coronet — the helmet 
enriched with a bandeau of jewels. On the north side of the 
chancel is a low vestry, which opens by a small moulded arched 
doorway, and has some odd windows with square heads divided 
by a muUion into two lights, with flattened trefoil head ; at the 
east a single one rather different, and in the south wall a small 
niche. The chapel on the south of the chancel is very late 
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Perpendicular, and extends in width far beyond the south wall 
of the nave. It communicates with the chancel by three Tudor- 
shaped arches, with light piers and mouldings continuous and 
elegantly executed. Within there is a low stone screen having 
compartments of cinquefoil feathering and a small door, the 
whole painted and gilt, with a flowered cornice and an inscription 
as follows : — "This chapel was made at the cost and charge of 
Syr Rauffe Eggerton, Knyght, in the yere of our Lord God 
A MCCCCC & XXVil." Between each letter is a shield. This 
chapel opens by an arch to the aisle of the nave, and has on the 
same side a long two-light window, and on the south side three 
windows of four lights with late tracery ; at the east end one of 
five lights — the dripstones continued, and some pieces of stained 
glass. There are two separate ascents by steps towards the 
east of this chapel, and there is some trace of the original altar. 
In the south wall an obtuse niche with projecting plinth and 
two multangular pedestals for statues. There is a font near the 
tower of octagonal form, on steps, with the date 1663, and of as 
bad a kind as might be expected at that date. 

In the churchyard are several fine monumental efiigies, which 
probably were once in the church, now much mutilated, and 
suffering from exposure to weather. 



1893. 

The belfry windows are debased imitation of Perpendicular, of the 
latter part of the seventeenth century. The windows in the storey 
below are long, narrow, single lights, with trefoil heads, on three sides 
of the tower. All the fragments of stained glass in the tower windows 
and the leads have been removed, and cast-iron frames substituted. 
The ringing floor which cuts the tower arch has been taken away. 
The church was restored in 1865. The walls were scraped, the 
galleries abolished, and open benches substituted for the old pews ; a 
new open timbered roof was put in place of the plaster ceiling, and the 
wood screens which enclosed the east ends of the two aisles of the 
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nave were removed. The inscription was, " Per Micbaelem Sanctum, 
per Archangelum Gabrielem.'* Underneath were panels representing 
the Annunciation by Gabriel, and S. Michael holding the devil by a 
chain, and a birch rod in his other hand. 

The east window, which had been closed up, was opened out in 1848. 
The piscina has also been opened out ; it is a double one. 

In the inscription of Syr RaufFe Eggerton there is not a shield between 
each letter, but between each division formed by the mullions of thfe 
screen. 

Two altar pieces were discovered at the east ends of the north and 
south aisles on the removal of the high carved pews. The one in the 
Calveley chapel, on the north, is ten feet wide and nine inches high, of 
carved stone, with carving of foliage, a human figure, and a man's face 
with tongue hanging out The other, in the Spurstow chapel, is a 
mural painting seven feet four-and-a-half inches wide and eight inches 
high, representing Christ rising from the tomb. On each side Mary is 
represented holding a service book clasped in her arm, and at each end 
there is a bishop in chasuble pronouncing the benediction, with two 
fingers and thumb upraised. The background is red, powdered with 
stars. 

The registers begin in 1559. 

Silver Communion PJate : — Two massive flagons, " The gift of Phebe, 
wife of Richard Davenport of Calveley, Esq., to the Parishioners of 
Bunbuiy in the county of Cheshire, in the year of our Redemption 

MDCCXVI." 

Two large cups, not of ecclesiastical design, " For the oflfertory at 
Bunbury Church." 

Two patens — ^large one on a pedestal, small one to fit on chalice. 

Two alms plates, " For the offertory of the Parish Church at Bun- 
bury." 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) " Mr. Tho. Briscoe, Mr. Tho. Allcock, 
ch. wardens, a.d. 17 15 ; " (2) " When you me ring, I'll sweetly sing, A, R., 
1758;" (3) "T. Mears of London fecit 1817 ;" (4) "Cantate Domino 
canticum novum 1615, W. G., R. B., I. C. ;" (5) "Jhesus be our 
spede ; " (6) " Sancti Bonifaci." 

In the north-east side of the chancel is a sumptuous monument to 
Sir George Beeston — a recumbent figure, in a recessed arch in the 

D 
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wall, supported by two tall pillars^ with an entablature representing a 
cannon, a cross-bow, a corslet of steel, and a ship of the period. 

Above this is a slate-blue tablet with the inscription : 

Hie situs est Georgius Beeston, Eques auratus, 

virtutis et veritatis cultor, a juventute bellicis 

artibus innutritus ab invictissimo Rege, 

Henrico VIII. cum obsideret Boloniam in cohortem 

Pensionarior ; cooptatus ; meruit sub Edwardo VI. 

in proelio contra Scotos apud Muskelborrow, 

postea sub eodem Rege, Maria et Elizabeth^, 

bellis navalibus, vel ut classis prsefectus, 

vel ut sub prsefectus. Aqui postea profli- 

gatam potentissimam illam classem, 1 588, 

Equestri dignitate omatus est : jamque ingravescente 

setate, cum fidem principibus, fortitudinem hostibus 

^egie probasset, Deo gratus, bonisq. charus, 

Christum diu expectans, in Christo, anno 1601, aetatis 

suae 102, obdormivit, ut in ipso Isetus resuigat 

Unaque cum illo requiescit charissima conjux, 

Alicia, filia Davenport de Henbury, armigeri, 

matrona sanctissima, pudicissima, et eiga pauperes 

liberalis, quae cum sancto matrimonio 66 annos vixisset, 

viroque tres filios, Joannem, Heyonem, et Hugonem, toti- 

demque filias, Annam, Janam, et Dorotheam 

peperisset, anno 1591, aetatis suae 86, celestem 

patriam migravit, cum Christo aetemum victura. 

Parentibus optimis et charissimis, pietas filii Hugonis 

Beeston junioris armigeri, receptoris generalis omnium 

reventuum coronas tam in comitatu palatino Cestriae, 

quam in comitatibus North Walliae hoc monumentum posuit 

Under the arch is a second tablet, on which is inscribed : 

Quorum memoria — in benedictionibus 

Memoriae sacrum 

Hugo Beeston Eques auratus, Georgii Beeston Equitis 

aurati filius, Mortalitatis memor, et spe certa in Christo 
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resurgendiy hoc, parentibus, sibi, et Geoigio Beeston 

filio unico itidem Equestri juveni, immatura 

morte, proh dolor ! pnerepto, monumentum posuit 

Obiit Hugo Pater, Anno Salutis m.dc 

Georgius autem filius m.dcxi. 

Quod satis est vixi : fessum'vocat altera vita, 

Quae fugit, oh valeat ! quae vocat, oh veniat ! 

Vita trahit mortem, certa mors pallida vitam 

Restituet, requiem vita secunda dabit 

Mors transitus ad vitam. 

In the Spurstow chapel is an achievement with the arms and crest of 
Spurstow impaling Corbett of Adderley, with eight other quarterings 
and the following inscription : — 

" Here lyeth the body of George Spurstow of Spurstow in the co. of 
Chester, esquire, who married Susanna dau. of Sir John Corbett of 
Adderley, co. Salop, bart He died July 20, 1669." 



MARBURY. 

&♦ a^fcJaeU 1 86 1. 

THIS church seems to be wholly Perpendicular, and has no 
very remarkable features, though forming a pretty object 
in the landscape, and situated in the midst of enchanting rural 
scenes of wood and water. It consists of a nave with aisles, 
chancel, west tower, and south porch, all of the red sandstone of 
the country, save the debased brick porch. The nave has a 
clerestory, which, as well as the south aisle, has an excellent bold 
battlement and curious gurgoyles. The clerestory has also tall 
crocketed pinnacles. The north aisle has no parapet, and there 
is a small north doorway. The nave is divided from each aisle 
by an arcade of low pointed arches on octagonal columns, with 
somewhat clumsy capitals. The clerestory windows are square- 
headed, of four trefoiled lights. The ceiling of the nave is flat 
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and plastered, the aisles are narrow, the windows of ordinary 
and plain Perpendicular work, mostly without tracery — one is 
square-headed, and those at the two ends of the south aisle are 
single and trefoiled. The font has a plain octagonal bowl, on a 
stem of like form. The chancel was rebuilt by the Earl of 
Bridgwater within thirty years, in a well-meant fashion and 
apparently without grudging expense, but not satisfactory 
according to the views of the present day. It is, however, 
stalled and very neat, and the east window filled with stained glass 
in memory of Captain William H. Poole, killed in the Russian 
War, 1855. There is another obituary window of stained glass 
in the south aisle, and the nave, though pewed, has a very neat 
look. The tower arch is open and pointed on octagonal shafts. 
The tower, embattled with eight crocketed pinnacles, has comer 
buttresses, large belfry windows of a local Perpendicular character, 
with string-course beneath, a small three-light west window and 
doorway. There is a barrel organ. 



The church was restored in 1891. The brick porch is now faced 
with stone ; the north aisle has now a parapet and battlements ; the 
plaster ceiling has been removed and a carved oak roof substituted ; a 
new organ chamber has been built on the north side of the chancel ; 
the whitewash and colour has been removed from the interior walls, 
and the church has been reseated in oak. 

The registers begin in 1538. There is a silver chalice and paten. 
There is a peal of six bells (Rudhall's). 



WRENBURY. 

&♦ a^arffatet* 1847. 

A LATE and poor Cheshire third pointed church of the 
usual form. The tower is at the west end, strong built 
and embattled with four pinnacles and two-light belfry windows. 
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There are divisions by string-courses and buttresses to the lower 
part only. The west door has label and shields in the spandrels. 
The west window has a hood on corbel heads, but has lost its 
tracery. At the south-east angle is an octagonal stair turret 
(square in its lower part) rising above the battlement. The 
aisles and clerestory are embattled ; the latter has tiled steep 
roof. The chancel is poor modern Gothic, as also the south 
porch. The windows are mostly of very ordinary description of 
three lights without foils. The arcades of the nave have each 
five low pointed arches, rather depressed, upon octagonal columns. 
The clerestory has square-headed three-light windows, also 
without foils. The tower arch rises from octagon columns 
grooved. The roof has been partly modernized, but there is 
panneling and pierced traceiy above the tie beams and foliated 
spandrels. There is a west gallery and regular pews, and a 
stove in the centre with a high chimney. Some monuments to 
the Starkeys and Jennings by Bacon. There is an altar picture. 



1893. 

The stove has been removed. The altar picture (of no value) is 
gone. 

The registers begin in 1593. There is a peal of six bells — 
(i) "16 10," with churchwardens' names; (2) "1621," with church- 
wardens' names ; (3 and 4) " 1666, Gloria in excelsis deo;" (5 and 
6) " 1 86 1, recast by Warner & Sons, London." 

There is a monument to Stapleton Cotton, Field Marshal Viscount 
Combermere. 



WYBUNBURY. 

&♦ Cfjaa* 1832. 

A LARGE church, comprising nave with aisles, chancel, and 
west tower, and all Perpendicular. The tower is a fine 
one, and remarkable for leaning very considerably out of the 
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perpendicular. It is enriched with panneled bands, has a battle- 
ment and four crocketed pinnacles. On the west side is a 
handsome doorway, with continuous mouldings and a label over 
it, the spandrels being panneled. On each side of the door an 
ogee canopied niche containing a statue. There is also a fine 
niche with crocketed canopy on each side of the belfry window ; 
the stage below the belfry contains a quatrefoiled opening ; the 
belfry windows are double, surmounted by an ogee canopy. 
The south porch is embattled with four-sided pinnacles. The 
nave is also embattled, and has plain pinnacles. The windows 
are all poor, of two lights without foils, and probably debased ; 
those of the clerestory are numerous and closely set, but deprived 
of tracery. The nave has six pointed arches on the south and 
only five on the north — the pillars all octagonal. The nave is 
very wide and lofty — ^the roof a fine open one, with panneling 
and open tracery above the tie beams. The arches lean very 
much, so as to cause an appearance of insecurity. The chancel 
was rebuilt in modern Gothic fashion in 1793. The font has an 
octagonal bowl embattled at the top, the sides panneled and 
containing shields. There is an alabaster tomb of the seventeenth 
century to some of the Breretons. 

1848. 

It is said that the tower has been set upright by the application 
of some wonderful machinery. 



1893. 

The body of the church was entirely rebuilt in 1836, of poor archi- 
tecture, with large galleries. As soon as finished it was undermined by 
large vaults, and its condition became so dangerous that it could not 
be used for public worship. In 1 890 it was determined to rebuild the 
body of the church in Perpendicular style, to correspond with the 
tower. The fine old fifteenth century tower, which had declined no 
less than five feet six inches from the perpendicular, was saved from falling 
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in 1836 by the scientific skill of Mr. James Trubshaw, architect, and 
was brought back very nearly to its proper level, and is standing to this 
day. 

The registers begin in 1558. The initial letter A appears to be a 
reproduction from some Celtic MSS, 

Silver Communion Plate : — ^Two flagons, one " 1726 ;" two chalices ; 
a paten and spoon. 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) " These bells were cast in Gloster, 
1791 ;" (2) "John Rudhall of Gloster fee' 1791 ;" (3) " Rev. John 
Swinnerton, Vicar, 1791 ; " (4) " When you us ring, we'U sweetly sing ; '* 
(5) " I to the church the living call, and to the grave do summon all, 
1791 ;** (6) " Thomas Brockley and T. W. Perry, churchwardens.*' 

The alabaster tomb with two recumbent effiigies of a knight in plate 
armour, and lady, has the inscription : 

Here lyeth S' Thomas Smith of 

Haigh K' and 

Dame Anne his wife 

daughter to S' William Brereton 

of Brereton K' who had issue one 

sonn and one daughter w^ S' Thomas 

died the 21*' of December 16 14 

whose ladie in remembrance 

gave him this monument 

The fine brass to Rafe Delves and his wife has figures of the knight 
and his lady, and two coats of arms, with the inscription : 

Here lyth Rafe Dellvys Esquyer of Dodenton and 

Klateryn hys wyfe the whyche Rafe died 

the seconde day of Marche in the yere of 

ower Ix)rd God a mccccc and xiii 

on whose sowUys Allmyghty Jhu have mercy. 
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DAVENHAM. 

&. diOiafteti. 

THIS church has a nave with side aisles, a chancel with a 
north chapel, and at the west end a tower crowned by a 
lofty stone spire. The aisles are extended to the west wall of 
the tower, which has a plain top and belfry windows with 
curvilinear tracery of two lights. The spire is octagonal, and 
has on the alternate sides in its lower portion curvilinear 
windows with ogee heads. The nave and its aisles have plain 
tops, but the chancel is embattled. The windows have mostly 
lost their tracery, but that on the west side of the tower is 
curvilinear, of four lights. The clerestory of the nave has a 
range of square-headed windows of late date. There is a plain 
rectilinear south porch. The nave and its aisles are narrow, and 
the interior has on each side four pointed arches with octagonal 
pillars. In the chancel is some good screen-work of late recti- 
linear character. The font is a plain octagonal one. 



1893. 

This church has been almost wholly reconstructed since 1841, its 
length being increased by one bay, the nave and aisles widened, the 
chancel lengthened, north and south transepts, with organ chamber and 
vestries added. 

The registers begin in 1560. 

There is a peal of six bells, rehung in 1886 by Taylor & Son, 
Loughborough — (i) "Peace and good neighbourhood, 1761 ;" 
(2) " Jno. Cresty and Joseph Carter, Churchwardens, 1761 ;** (3) "T. 
Mears of London fecit, John Horton, William Basford, Churchwardens, 
1826;" (4) "Abel Rudhall, Founder, 1757;" (5) "John Rowden 
and Peter Caldwell, Churchwardens, I. R., 1765;" (6) "Richard, Earl 
Rivers, and S' Thomas Delves, Baronet.** 
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MIDDLEWICH. 

THIS church is rather a handsome structure, consisting of a 
nave and chancel, each with side aisles, and a tower at the 
west end of the north aisle. The whole is of the red stone of the 
country, and the exterior is principally of rectilinear character. 
The windows of the clerestory and of the aisles, except that on 
the south of the chancel, have been deprived of their tracery ; 
those which have escaped are of four lights and of late character. 
The tower is also late rectilinear, and has a panneled battlement 
and four pinnacles ; the belfry windows each of two lights sur- 
mounted by an ogee arch. The south porch is of two storeys, 
and embattled. The angles of the west ends of the aisles are 
cut off. The interior is spacious and well fitted up. The nave 
has on each side four fine pointed arches, and a fifth very narrow 
one of lancet form next the chancel. These seem to be of Early 
English character, and the piers are mostly octagonal, with 
flowers or foliage in the capitals ; but the eastern one on the north 
side is cylindrical, with an octagonal capital having a very early 
character. The chancel arch is lofty, and the chancel is divided 
from each aisle by two arches of Tudor form with octagonal 
piers, having moulded capitals enriched with heads. Within 
these arches are wood screens of the age of James I., charged 
with the arms of Venables. The roof of the chancel has some 
panneling of the same character as these screens, and richly 
carved brackets. The pews are modern and regular, and there 
are neat galleries along the north and south aisles of the nave, 
and another at the west end which contains a handsome organ. 



The church has been restored. The registers begin in 1604. There 
is a peal of six bells. There is some old silver Communion plate. 

£ 
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On a brass is a kneeling figure; behind, kneeling, is a son, with 
" A*no etatis u'decimo " over his head ; and two daughters, over whom 
is " Elizabetha (Maria) superstites.'* 

Beneath is the inscription : 

Here lyeth buried under this gravestone, Eliza- 
beth Venables, the wife of Thomas Venables, 
esquire, baron of Kynderton, the eldest daughter 
of Sir William Brereton of Brereton, knight^ 
who died the xviii. day of June 1591. 

A mutilated stone effigy was found in the north wall at the restoration 
of the church. 



OVER (NEAR WINSFORD). 

A PERPENDICULAR church, said to have been rebuilt in 
1543 by Hugh Starkey, consisting of a nave with north 
and south aisles, a chancel with south aisle, a west tower, and 
south porch. The south aisle and porch are embattled and 
well finished. The porch large, and has a parvise which pro- 
jects somewhat beyond its lower portion, and is lighted by three 
small windows. Within the porch is an elegant benatura of 
unusual size and beauty — ^the bowl octagonal, the stem panneled, 
and each face of it crowned with a three- foiled niche having 
ogee crocketed canopy of the best style. The tower is lofty, 
with a good panneled battlement and band below it ; the 
pinnacles are broken ; the belfry windows of three lights, and 
the west window curious in having a very straight-sided arch. 
The windows of the aisles and chancel are mostly late Perpen- 
dicular of four and five lights — many mutilated, and some with 
obtuse arches late in the style and not very good ; the chancel 
has one of three lights on the north, which has its arch only very 
slightly curved, but the east window is Decorated of three lights, 
containing some ancient painted glass, and the pitch of the gable 
is good. There is scarcely any distinction of nave and chancel. 
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On the south side are six pointed arches, on the north only four, 
the aisle not being continued so far ; the piers are all octagonal. 
On the north side the parapet has no battlement, and the 
windows are various — two square-headed, with corbelled labels, 
and one very slightly curved. On the north side of the chancel 
is a fine Perpendicular tomb under a flat contracted arch, over 
which is a triangular crocketed canopy ; at the back of the arch 
is an inscription. 

The font has a plain octagonal bowl, upon stem of like form. 
In the west gallery is a finger organ. 



1893. 
This church was restored in 1870. The north aisle is so narrow as 
to be little more than an ambulatory ; the south aisle is of great width, 
and extends the whole length of both nave and chancel. The priests' 
door is at the east end, close to the chancel. There are evidences of a 
" squint*' The old painted glass was removed from the east window 
in 1864 ; the remains of it are two small medallions of "The Agnus 
Dei " and " The Pelican in her Piety " inserted in the two easternmost 
windows of the north aisle. The tomb on the north side of the chancel 
has the inscription, " et Gloria Soli Deo Honor." The arch and the 
front of the tomb are of white stone; the top is of dark polished 
marble, on which is a life-size brass of Hugh Starkey, with four brass 
shields at the corners. The inscription runs : •* Off yor charity pry for 
the soule of Hugh Starky of Olton, Esquier, gentilman usher to King 
Henry ye VIII., and son to Hugh Starky of Olton, Esquier, which Hugh 
ye son ... the yere of o*" Lord God mv . . . 0° hos soule 
Jhti have m'cy." 

On the wall of the north aisle is a small brass : 

P. M. S. 
Thomae Bosier hujus mun- 

icipij quondam Nomar- 

chse, viri plane memorabilis 

Ecclesiae et Majestatis Regise 

tam afflicta quam floren- 

tis Assertoris constantissimi 
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Vixit Annos 78 in Deum Re- 

ligiosus, in omnes jiistu* 

tandem viam universas 

Carnis ingressus est 7° Jan A'' 

1697. 

Over was a baronial borough of the Cholmondeleys, with a mayor and 
aldermen. 

In the churchyard there remain the plain steps of the " Calvary " and 
the first stone of the cross, — with the sun-dial. 

The registers begin in 1558. The heading is: ''A Book called a 
Register of the Church of Over, beginning at the feast of S. Michael 
and All Angels in the year of our Lord God 1558, in the fifth and sixth 
years of the reigne of our Sovreign Lord and Ladie Philipp and Maria 
by the Grace of God Queen of England, francia, Jenisalem, Spain and 
Ireland, of Christenings Burials and Weddings.'' 

Silver Communion Plate : — Chalice, with arms and crest of Purshalls 
of Church-Hill : " The Chalice or Communion Cupp for the Parish of 
Over in Cheshire. Anno Dom 1663." 

Paten and two flagons, with crest of the Corbetts — a raven (corvus) : 
" The gift of the Hon^J« W« Corbett of Damhall Esq' to the Parish 
Church of Over, 1747/* 

There is a peal of five bells. 

An old legend accounts for the peculiar situation of the church. 
The devil was flying away with it, when the prayers of the Monks of 
Vale Royal Abbey (Rectors) obliged him to drop it, and it came down 
in a hollow clough or ravine, with a hill on each side of it, and only a 
field road to reach it. To a large portion of the population access to 
their church is still by the ancient field footpaths. 



TARPORLEY. 

THIS church consists of a nave and chancel, each with side 
aisles, and a low plain tower at the west end of the south 
aisle, with an embattled top. The windows on the south are 
mostly curvilinear, those of the nave of two lights^-one with a 
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square head. One on the south of the chancel is of three lights, 
with tracery very early in the style. The east window is of five 
lights, and its tracery remarkably good, with circles in the head. 
There is an upper tier to the south aisle of the nave, consisting 
of a long range of square-headed lights, apparently of the age of 
Elizabeth. The windows on the north are debased, with con- 
tracted arches. The nave and aisles are divided by three pointed 
arches, with octagonal pillars on the north and hexagonal south. 
The interior is full of costly modern monuments, mostly to the 
family of Done. 

1867. 

The plan is curious, the nave being short and nearly equal to 
the chancel in length — the chancel being unusually long. The 
nave seems to have been shortened at the west, and possibly 
extended up to the west wall of the tower. The tower is small 
and plain, has no string course, two-light Perpendicular belfry 
window, and unfinished battlement ; on its east face is a lofty 
pointed arch to the south aisle rising higher than the roof of the 
aisle. On the south side, almost adjoining the tower, is a re- 
markable porch wholly of stone, with flagged roof — apparently 
late Decorated. The north and west walls of the nave were 
rebuilt in poor Gothic, 1785. 

The nave arcades are each of three bays, with narrow sharply- 
pointed arches on hexagonal pillars, not placed regularly, or 
quite opposite to each other. The north arcade is perhaps later 
of the two, and the north aisle may have been an addition to the 
plan. The windows on the south are good Decorated, of two 
lights, and have been heightened, and the upper tier that once 
existed abolished. The arcades of the chancel are much taller 
than those of the nave. The church has been undergoing much 
improvement, not yet complete, but the ancient windows of the 
chancel have been replaced by others, and the chancel almost 
rebuilt, the walls and east end being much raised. The east end 
of the chancel has now a new crocketed gable, and is flanked by 
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ALDFORD. 

&♦ 3|ofin 2Bapti0n 

THE plan is only a nave and chancel undivided, and a western 
tower with stone spire. The whole of red sandstone, but 
the western part of the north wall is of a somewhat different 
stone in thicker courses. The chancel is debased, with square- 
headed windows, and at the east end one of five lights. Between 
the chancel and nave is an Italian screen. An inscription states 
that the south wall and part of the tower were rebuilt in 1742. 
As might be expected, several Venetian windows were inserted. 
Most of the northern windows are square-headed and debased, 
but there is on each side of the nave one middle pointed one of 
two lights, with corbeled hoods. The tower is of three storeys, 
and has a moulded parapet and angular buttresses. There is no 
original western door ; the western window is middle pointed of 
two lights ; in the next stage is a trefoil-headed single light, and 
the belfry has two-light windows, without foils, and much shat- 
tered. The spire is not very lofty, yet not inelegant, is ribbed 
at the angles, and has two heights of spirelights, canopied, and 
with three foil heads. The tower arch is pointed, rising straight 
from the wall. There is a bad modern south porch, and the 
chancel has a priests* door. The interior contains little remark- 
able, and is entirely pewed. There is a wretched little font, 
three bells, a little stained glass. The altar is an old chest. 



1893. 
A new church was erected by the late Marquis of Westminster in 
1865, in fourteenth century style, of red sandstone, consisting of nave 
with aisles, chancel, organ chamber, vestry, tower with steeple, and 
turret at south-west comer. The pillars, pulpit, and font, of marble ; 
reredos mosaics. 

There is a peal of six bells. The registers begin in 1639. 
Silver Communion Plate: — Silver flagon and chalice, and three patens. 

F 
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In the churchyard are an old cross, and a full-length recumbent effigy 
with folded hands. 



HANDLEY. 
ail &afnt0. 1849. 

A POOR church, mostly debased, comprising a nave without 
aisles, a mean modern chancel, and a western tower. The 
tower is far superior to the other parts, and is a fair third pointed 
specimen. It is of three stages and embattled, having an obtuse 
arched west doorway with mouldings and hood, a west window 
of three lights with ogee canopy returned, and belfry window of 
three lights, which on the south side is thrust out of the centre 
by the staircase within the tower. On each side of the west 
window runs an inscription, which though perfect cannot easily 
be completely deciphered : " Hoc capanile — f *c 'm*e 'a 'd'ni 
MCCCCCXII. tpe R*ci — raulinso rectoris ac pro o* ibus b'nTactori- 
bus ejusdem orate." It seems that pinnacles were intended on 
this tower. The tower arch opening to the nave is pointed, upon 
octagonal shafts. There is a north doorway which appears to be 
Norman, having a good moulded semi-circular arch upon shafts 
with abaci. Everything else about the church is debased. 
The windows mostly square-headed, with obtuse lights, and no 
foils ; one at the south-east of the nave is of two plain lights 
with hood, doubtful in character. In the north wall under a 
window is a square recess. The roof is an open one, with 
hammer beams of Elizabethan character. The chancel arch 
resembles the tower arch. There is a hideous south porch, and 
the lower parts of the external walls have rougher masonry, 
perhaps earlier than the parts above them. 



1893. 
The church was restored in 1854, and the north Norman doorway 
does not now appear. A vestry has been lately added on the north 
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side. The square recess in the north wall under a window does not 
exist. There is a square recess in the north chancel wall, in which is a 
piscina, but there is no window above. 

The registers begin in 1570. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Flagon "1747, gift of Rev*^ Thos. Ince/* 
and chalice which looks old but bears no date. 

There are four bells — (i) "Virgo Parens gentem serva precor Han- 
delience;" (2) "Cantate Domino Canticum Novim, 16 15, G. C. ;" 
(3) "I am the Sekond Bell of Handle, 1682;" (4) "Tho: Edge, 
Charles Tonna, Churchwardens, 1709." 

There is an old brass to the memory of Mr. Thomas Venables, first 
son of Thomas Venables, Esquire, of Kinderton, and Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Sir William Brereton, knight, who died in his minority, 1572. 



HARTHILL. 
Sill &aint0. 1862. 

THIS small church is to a certain extent interesting from 
having been built after the reformation A.D. 1609, and 
though of course debased and semi-domestic in its architecture, 
yet not altogether unpleasing or unpicturesque. It is of oblong 
form without distinct chancel, but a wood screen reaching to the 
roof, and having tolerable carving of the time, separates a small 
eastern portion for chancel. The roof has good arched timbers 
on brackets, and if the church were fitted with open seats the 
effect of the interior would be by no means unecclesiastical. 
The walls are of red sandstone, and there is a slated bell-cot 
over the west end. The roof also slated. The windows are all 
square-headed ; the side ones of four lights and without foliation. 
The east window is of six lights, and has a transom. There is 
some wood screen work on the south-east part of the interior. 
There is a south porch with a Tudor arch doorway and a north 
doorway similar, over which is inscribed " Rundall Prickett, 
churchwarden ever since 1606 until 161 1." 
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The screen is painted with the names and arms of lords of the 
manor and of the incumbents from the rebuilding of the church, 
and has also the following inscription : " This Church was builded 
upon the devo'con of the cuntrye by y® labor and Travell of Ed. 
Tanat, Jo: Dod, Tho. Bulckley, and Ra. Weston, A.D. 1609." 

There are several modern paintings of armorial bearings 
throughout the church, which do not accord with the general 
appearance of it ; evidently done within thirty years. The 
situation is very pleasing, at some elevation, on the side of the 
Broxton Hills amidst fine woods. 



1893. 

This church has been restored. The walls have been stripped and 
dressed; an open panneled roof substituted for the plaster ceiling of the 
chancel ; the screen brought back to its old form ; open seats made out 
of the old oak pews; the west gallery removed. The armorial bearings 
are those of the Barons of Malpas, from very early times, and of other 
Cheshire families of distinction, carefully arranged with regard to 
chronology and history. At the restoration of the east wall an aumbry 
was found bricked up. Over the east window outside is a kind of small 
bracket, and higher up the remains of a figure, probably from an older 
church, and built into the wall of the present church. 

The registers begin in 1706. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Large flagon, large plate, a chalice and 
paten, Hall mark 1773 and 1775. There is one bell. 



MALPAS. 

THIS is a very fine and spacious church chiefly of rectilinear 
character except a few indications of Decorated work. It 
consists of a spacious and lofty nave with side aisles, a chancel 
of lower elevation and without aisles, and a western tower, which 
latter is Decorated, and has a window of that style of four lights 
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between two niches with canopies ; the belfry windows may be 
of the same style, and there is a battlement and four short corner 
pinnacles. The body has a bold and rich battlement, and be- 
neath it a string-course with corbel heads. There is a large 
south porch of two stages, also embattled, and having a square- 
headed window between two niches. The buttresses are enriched 
with canopies and panneling. The chancel is plainer in its fea- 
tures and has no battlement, and on its south side a small ogee 
arch doorway with crockets. The windows are large and closely 
set, those of the north and south aisles are rectilinear, of four 
lights, with transoms, except the end windows at the east, which 
are Decorated, that on the north of four, that on the south of 
five lights. The interior is amazingly light, lofty, and grand in 
its general effect. Between the nave and each aisle are six 
pointed arches upon light clustered piers of eight shafts in 
lozenge form. The clerestory windows are large, each of four 
lights, and between them figures of Angels bearing shields, upon 
which rest the braces of the beams of the roof. The ceiling of 
the nave is a very handsome panneled one, with fine bosses of 
foliage. The ceilings of the aisles are less rich, but have quatre- 
foils in the pannels, and parts painted and gilt. The tower arch 
has plain mouldings. The east end of each aisle is enclosed with 
screens of rich workmanship, forming private chapels — that on 
the south, of the Egerton's, has three plain ascending sedilia and 
a double piscina with the arches trefoiled, and near the east 
window a very fine Decorated niche, with a rich triangular 
canopy with crockets and finial, double feathering and groining. 
Near it is an alabaster tomb of the sixteenth century of mixed 
architecture, with effigies of a man and woman, and upon the 
sides figures in niches. The screen of this chapel is inscribed : 
"Pray for the Prosperous estate of Sir Randulph Brereton, knt" 
The north chapel, of the Cholmondeley's, is enclosed with a 
less rich wood screen, but which is inscribed : " Orate pro bono 
statu Ricardi Cholmundeley et Elisabeth uxoris ejus hujus 
sacelli factoris Anno Domini millesimo qujngentesimo quarto 



38 Notes on the Churches of Cheshire. 

decimo." It is, however, evident from the Decorated character 
of the window, that the walls of this chapel are not of the date 
here mentioned. In the north wall are three arches for tombs 
which are destroyed. The chancel is about equal to the aisles 
in height, and opens to the nave by a very wide arch of singular 
form and not very elegant. It is inferior to the nave, and of 
earlier work. On each side of it are three rectilinear windows 
like those of the aisles. The east window is hidden by an ugly 
altar screen, and on the south are three ascending sedilia with 
trefoiled heads, and a fourth niche has a piscina with six-foiled 
orifice. The chancel contains the ancient wooden stalls in fine 
preservation. The pews were of the worst description, but in 

1840 and 1 841 the church underwent a complete repair and res- 
toration, when great improvements were effected, and a new 
organ erected, and the whole put into a state worthy of such a 
fine building. 

1893. 

The chapel of the Egertons is rather the Breretons merged in the 
Egertons. The full inscription on the screen is : " Pray good people 
for the prosperous estate of Sir Randulph Brereton, Knyght, Baronet of 
thys werke edificatour wyth his wyfe Dame Helenour, and after thys lyfe 
transitorie to obteyne eternal felicitie. Amen, Amen." 

The tombs said to be destroyed were partly recovered in 1880. The 
ugly altar screen has been taken away. The restoration of 1840 and 

1 84 1 was resumed from 1875 to 1890. There is a crypt under the altar, 
and a priests' chamber over the porch. 

In the Egerton or Brereton chapel is the old alabaster altar tomb of 
Sir Handle Brereton, with recumbent effigies in marble of himself in 
plate armour, and his wife at his side. At his feet is a lion ; on each 
side of her feet is a dog ; on one side of the tomb are seven niches with 
canopies and figures. The inscription : — 

"Hie jacent Randulfus Brereton, miles Baronit 'ac Camerar' Cestr', 
et D*na Elynora uxor ejus, qui quidem Randulfus et Elynora dn* i' 
humanis vixerunt, hanc tumbam fieri fecerunt, scilicet in festo Sc'i 
Michaelis Archangeli, anno d*ni millesimo quingentesimo, vicesimo 
secundo quorum 'a 'a 'abus p'pitietur Deus. Amen." 
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In the Cholmondeley chapel is the alabaster altar tomb of Sir Hugh 
Cholmondeley, with recumbent effigies of himself in plate armour, and 
his wife at his side. On one side of the tomb are three niches with 
figures of children, and at one end a shield with the arms of Cholmon- 
deley. The inscription is : — 

"Hugo Cholmundeley de Cholmundeley senior, miles, Walliae de 
Marg* vice p*ses, sextus vicecomes, mortem obiit, a^ aetatis suae 83 a° 
d'ni 1596, et hac humo sepelitur ; filiusq' heres ejus Hugo Cholmundeley 
miles, annum agens 50, diem clausit ultimum, a^ domini 1601 ; et hie 
jacet, uxorque ejus do'i*a Maria, quae post viri obitum propter charum 
illius in se amorem hoc erigi fecit monumentum a^ do'i. 1605.'' 

In the Cholmondeley chapel is the inscription : — 

" Hie jacet corpus Uriani Davenport, quondam rectoris de Malpas et 
vicarii de Acton, qui quidem vicarius obiit vicesimo octavo die mensis 
Julii anno d'ni mill' mocccclxxxxv*° cujus a'i'e propitietur d's. Amen." 

Also on a brass plate : — 

"Phelipp de Egerton sez fe' mez et cez enfauntez gilount icy Dieu 
de lo' almes eit mercy." 

In the chancel are inscriptions : — 

" Bridgetta Kinarton de Morton, vidua Venerabilis et pia, obdormivit 
in D*no 8 April, 1644, Resurgam." 

" Heare liethe the bodie of Robart I^eeche, doctor of Lawe, and 
chancelor to the Bushope of Chester, who died the th'rde daye of 
November Anno domini 1587." 

On a brass : — 

" Here lyeth interred the bodie 

of that vertuous ladie Dame 

Alice Brereton, late wife 

to Sir Thomas Brereton, Knight, 

who departed this life the 

xii day of September, 1622." 

The registers begin in 1561. There is a remarkable entry in the 
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register for 1625: "Richard Dawson of Bradeley, being sick of the 
plague, and perceiving that he must die, at that time arose out of his 
bed, and made his grave, and caused his nefew to cart straw unto the 
grave, which (again) was not far from the house, and went and laid him 
down in the said grave, and caused cloths to be laid uppon, and so 
departed out of this world. This he did because he was a strong man, 
and heavier than his said nefew and another wench were able to bury. 
He died about the 24th of August. This much he did." 

There is a peal of six bells ; recast in 1801. 

Silver Communion Plate : — One flagon, one chalice one spoon, two 
patens. Two patens (Hall mark), " Ex dono Gulielmi Dod de Hamp- 
ton armigeri ultimi heredis ejusdem familise, 1742;'' chalice (Hall 
mark), "I.H.S., all things come of Thee, and Thine own have we given 
Thee;" chalice (Hall mark), "Ecclesiae de Malpas in Comit Cestr. 
Gulielmus Holland Rector ibidem donavit, 1674;" small chalice (Hall 
mark before King's head); paten (Hall mark) shaped like a saucer; 
flagon (Hall mark with the King's head), " I.H.S.," with a cross. 

Several ancient tombstones with incised and floriated crosses were 
found under the foundations of the Brereton chantry, and are now within 
it An early tombstone ornamented with an incised cross is now in the 
porch. 

There are four consecration crosses on the south western-most capital, 
and one on the lintel of the south porch, eastward. 



SHOCKLACK. 
&♦ (tDltft. 1853. 

A SMALL church in a lonely situation, consisting of chancel 
and nave only, with a square-topped bell turret of stone 
over the west end, in which two bells hang in open arches. The 
chancel is large in proportion to the nave ; the chancel arch lofty 
and pointed, but cut by the present low roof of the chancel. It 
springs from octagonal pillars. The south doorway of the nave 
is late Norman, the hood has rather a delicate and shallow 
chevron ornament; the next order has the cable, the inner 
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another chevron, and small sunk shafts with square capitals. 
The walls of red sandstone. The north door is pointed and 
continuous. The east window Perpendicular of three lights, 
rather mediocre ; two other windows in the nave square-headed 
of two lights, also Perpendicular. The west end below the turret 
is strengthened by buttresses, and an addition has been made for 
a vestry of small extent. The interior dark, and pewed. 



1893. 
The registers begin in 1538. There are two small bells. 



TATTENHALL. 

&. aibam 1849. 

NOT an unusual specimen of Cheshire church, consisting of 
a low and poor nave and chancel undivided, with aisles 
extending very nearly to the east end, a south porch, and a 
western tower. The whole of the body, save some little middle 
pointed work at the east end, is late third.pointed, in some parts 
quite debased. The tower, as often happens in Cheshire, is the 
best feature, and very much resembles that at Handley. It is 
similar to it in its battlements, with intended pinnacles, belfry 
windows, buttresses, and west window and doorway ; but here 
the west window has its tracery mutilated, and instead of the 
inscribed tablets which occur at Handley, there is an ogee 
canopied niche on each side of the canopy of the window, and a 
trefoiled oblong opening above its finial. The ogee canopy of 
the window is returned as a string-course. On either side of the 
lower part of the window is a panneled square tablet containing 
a shield. The arcades within are course, on each side three un- 
graceful arches, chamfered, with ill-formed octagonal piers without 
capitals, and a fourth (eastern) arch which is wider and flatter, 
springing from shafts attached to wall piers. The east window 

G 
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is middle pointed of three lights, but rather poor, and the tracery 
has lost its foliations. The windows of the north aisle are of 
three lights, decidedly third pointed, and those at the east end 
of each aisle are of four, somewhat similar, those on the south 
side of three lights, quite debased. There is no architectural 
division of chancel. The roof of the centre aisle is Elizabethan, 
as at Handley, and not bad in effect, having open timbers and 
hammer beams. In the aisles the roofs are modern and covered 
with slate. There is a pointed piscina on the south of the chancel 
with round basin. In the east window a little old stained glass, 
and some with a reversed inscription in the east window of the 
south aisle. There are large pews, a western gallery, a barrel 
organ, and a small modern Gothic font. A vestry added on the 
north resembling a porch. The south porch is of wood and 
plaster, bearing the date 1672. 



1893. 

This church was rebuilt in 1869; only the tower and small portions of 
the north and south walls being left. It consists of chancel (extended 
nine feet), nave with clerestory, north and south aisles, organ chamber, 
and vestry. The tower arch has been thrown open by the .removal of 
the west gallery. 

The old stained glass of the east window has been placed in a two- 
light window on the south side of the chancel; it includes a figure of S. 
Alban the patron saint, S. Stephen, and the heraldic bearings of the 
Lords Audley, lords of the manor of Tattenhall previous to 1693, 
when James Touchet, the last Lord Audley, was beheaded for high 
treason. 

The old piscina has been removed, the south porch has been rebuilt 
in timber and plaster, a reredos of Caen stone has been erected, con- 
sisting of seven pannels with sculptures and corniced canopy. 

The registers begin in 1654. Silver Communion Plate: — Flagon and 
chalice, "Sacrum ecclesiae Parochiali de Tattenhall, 1762, the gift of the 
Rev<* Samuel Peploe, LL.B., Rector, 1762;" large and small paten, 
same inscription, later date, "1767." 
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There are five bells — (i) "Peace and prosperity to our benefactors, 
1710;" (2) "God save the Queene, 1596 ;" (3) "Jhesus be our spede, 
'59<^;" (4) "God save His Church, 1596;" (5) "God save the Queene, 
Peace and good neighbourhood, 17 10. Samuel Davie, Rector, John 
Hodgkiss, John Larden, Ch-ward." 



TILSTON. 

&»9^arp* 1862. 

A PERPENDICULAR church with much of the local 
character. The plan, nave and chancel without aisles, 
a north transeptal chapel, and west tower. The tower is very 
like those of Waverton, Tattenhall, and others in the county, 
embattled, with corner buttresses, a west doorway with hood, 
forming a quasi-shallow porch in the thickness of the wall, a 
west window of three lights, with hood on animal-head corbels ; 
belfry windows of three lights, merely arched. The tower arch 
may be seen externally above the present roof, which is of flat 
pitch, evidently replacing on which was higher than the tower 
arch. There is also a canopied niche over the west window. 
The nave is wide ; there are Tudor arched doorways north and 
south, without porch. The windows are uniform and of a late 
type, of four lights, set in two arched divisions, and all within a 
square compartment ; in one are fragments of stained glass, 
chiefly heraldic. The roof is flat at top, panneled and painted, 
the sides coved. There is a gallery with carving of the seven- 
teenth century, and some arms painted on it. The north chapel 
was erected, according to a Latin inscription in it, by Edward 
Wright of Stretton, in 1659, it is pretty much the same style as 
the nave, but rather plainer. It contains the family pew of the 
Leches of Garden, and opens by an obtuse plain arch to the 
nave. The chancel arch is pointed, springing from the wall. 
The east window is of four lights, with transom ; the hood on 
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head corbels. On the south is a plain single-light window of 
any age. A new organ has been erected in the chancel. The 
situation is pretty, rural, and shaded with trees. 



1893. 

This church was restored in 1879. The roof which was of flat pitch 
is restored to its original height. The restored roof of the nave is 
carried up to the ridge piece free, and is of a sharp pitch, trussed near 
to the ridge, the roof being supported by corbels upright from wall 
plates. The south doorway was built up at the time of the restoration 
with a straight joint, to be reopened when required. The painted roof 
of the nave was removed, and worked up, as far as sound, for the roof 
of the chancel, which is now panneled and painted. The old gallery 
was taken down. Its supporting beam had carved on it the arms and 
initials of Peter and Ann Warburton. This carving is now over the 
north door. In the chancel are choir stalls. 

The registers begin in 1558. Silver Communion Plate: — Old chalice 
and paten. 

There are four bells — (i) ** 1672, Laudate Dominum spirat quic- 
quid;*' (2) "1832, John Hurleston Leche, Esq., donor, Edward Mat- 
thew Pickford, A.M., Rector, John Walley, John Faulkner, Church- 
wardens. "Warner and Sons, Founders, London;" (3) "1665, God save 
the King— R. B., T. L., War.;" (4) " 1678, Richard Tayler, Randel 
Tonne, C.W." 



GREAT BUDWORTH. 

&. 9^arp anH )au ^aintsf. 

THIS is a very spacious church, built of red stone, and the 
exterior entirely of rectilinear work, but in the interior 
appear some portions of earlier character. The plan consists of 
a spacious and lofty nave and chancel, each with side aisles, and 
a lofty massive tower at the west end. There is also a transep- 
tal chapel on each side. The tower has an embattled parapet, 
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and an octagonal turret on the south side. On the west side 
is a good doorway with panneled spandrels, and a fine band 
over it enriched with shields and flowers. There is a west 
window over it, and the belfry windows are double on each side. 
On the north side of the tower is a tablet with sculpture repre- 
senting S. Christopher, and there is an inscription and two 
shields over the west door nearly illegible. The shields on the 
tower have the arms of Button, &c. The whole of the church, 
except the north transept, has a very good embattled parapet ; 
the north transept has a plain parapet, and beneath it a band of 
square flowers, also buttresses, having triangular crocketed cano- 
pies; it has a window of curvilinear character, of two lights, and 
some other features of that style. The windows of the aisles 
and clerestory of the nave are very numerous, and give a light 
cheerful air to the church, but the tracery of all is rectilinear of 
a somewhat late character. The clerestory windows are of four 
lights, those next the east are of two lights. The interior loses 
much of its effect by being encumbered with large galleries. 
The nave has on each side six pointed arches, with fine mould- 
ings. The arches on the south of the nave are rather straight- 
sided, with slight curvature. The pillars supporting these arches 
are very different on the two sides, those on the south consist 
of several shafts, clustered in a lozenge form, some of the capitals 
having foliage or heads, some plain moulded bands. On the 
north side the piers are of later character, consisting of a square 
pier surmounted by four shafts, the capitals with good mouldings 
and heads. The nave has a handsome wood roof, the side aisles 
have flatter ceilings, enriched with fine panneling. There are 
stone shafts resting on heads, supporting the beams of the roof. 
The chancel has its aisles co-extensive with it, and is divided 
from each by two Tudor arches with light piers, formed of four 
shafts, with hollow mouldings between them. The windows of 
the chancel are mostly very late rectilinear, with contracted 
arches. The north transeptal chapel, which belongs to Tabley, 
and has under it the vault of the Leicesters, has one window of 
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curvilinear character. In this chapel is a mutilated alabaster 
effigy. There is a projecting small chapel in the south aisle 
belonging to the Warburtons of Arley. There are several por- 
tions of fine wood carving in the pew ends. The font is a very 
sumptuous one, of a character between curvilinear and recti- 
h'near, and of octagonal form, richly panneled with quatrefoils 
and square flowers, and immediately under the basin a beautiful 
band of panneling with quatrefoils. The situation of this church 
upon an eminence is very fine and striking. 

1871. 

Great Budworth church has been internally restored. The 
galleries and pews abolished, and open seats of oak substituted. 
The organ moved to the north aisle of the chanceL 



1893. 

The registers begin in 1559. Silver Communion Plate: — Flagon, 
"17 19," with Hall mark; large flagon, 1719, "The Communion Plate 
belonging to the Parish church of Great Budworth in Cheshire;" bread 
plate, "Great Budworth," with Hall mark; small chalice and paten, 
"Great Budworth," with Hall mark; two large chalices, with Hall mark, 
" The Communion Plate belonging to the Parish of Great Budworth in 
Cheshire;" large chalice and paten, with single mark;" alms dish, with 
Hallmark, "1766." 

There is a peal of eight bells, rehung 1887. 

In the Warburton chapel is an altar tomb (modem) of red stone, on 
which is the figure of a knight in plate armour (mutilated), with arms 
of Warburton, and inscription : — 

" Hie jacet Joh'es de Warburton de Arley, in com. 

Cestr. miles qui duxit in uxorem Mariam, 

filliam Willi' Brereton de Brereton, in com. 

P^D railitis per quam habuit quatuor filios, 

quinque filias. Obiit in anno 1575, 

a&tatis suae 52. Qui fuit in religione co'stans, 

amator literamu' et amicu' pauperu'.' 



.» »i 
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On a brass is the inscription : — 

" Here lyeth the bodye of Mawde Marbuyre late Wiefe of Willyam 
Marbuyre, esquier, & doughter & heire of Thomas Rediche, esquier, 
decessed, whoe ended her lyfe y« 22 daye of August, 1578, leavinge issue 
of her bodye f)rve sonnes and three doughters, viz., Thomas, Lawrence, 
John, Geoiige, and James, Elizabethe, Emme, and EUenor." 



DARESBURY. 

jau &aftits(. 1852. 

A COARSE Cheshire church, mostly late and poor, and part 
badly modernized, but there are some small traces of 
earlier work. There is a wide nave and chancel, with very narrow 
north aisle to the former, and a very wide south aisle extending 
along both nave and chancel. The tower is at the west end of 
the nave, of late character, embattled, and with corner but- 
tresses divided by one string-course only ; belfry windows of two 
lights, without foils, and a mean west window of four lights, and 
no door. The nave has a clerestory which is embattled, but low, 
and its windows square-headed and without tracery. The win- 
dows of the south aisle are late and ugly ; the aisle has tiled 
roof and low walls. The south porch has the date 1628. The 
south aisle of the chancel was rebuilt in 1773 in bad Gothic, 
with pinnacles. The north aisle has a lean-to roof, bad windows, 
and a plain continuous door. 

The arcade on the north of the nave has six plain narrow 
pointed arches with low octagonal piers, having moulded capitals ; 
the west respond dies into the wall — the eastern is a half 
octagonal pillar with capital of quite Early English foliage. 
The south arcade in the nave has five plain-pointed arches, wider 
than those opposite, and unequal in height, the columns all 
octagonal. The tower arch is pointed, springing straight from 
the wall ; the chancel arch pointed, upon plain corbels. There 
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is a pointed arch between the south aisle of the nave and the 
south chapel of the chancel, and between the chancel and its 
chapel are two pointed arches, taller than the others, with lofty 
octagonal col u nuns. 

The south chapel has a kind of drawing-room ceiling. The 
east window is of three lights — also one on the north of the 
sacrarium. There is a reredos of carved wood. The church is 
pewed. The roof of the nave has plain brackets. 

1871. 

Daresbury church wholly rebuilt save the tower. The new 
building follows the original form, except that the north aisle is 
widened and extended along the chancel. 

The style adopted is Cheshire Perpendicular, better than that 
of the original church, the south aisle having pointed windows, 
those on the north square-headed. 

The new roofs are open and very good ; and the new clerestory 
windows are square-headed of two lights. 



1893. 

All the seats are of oak. The registers begin in 1617. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Flagon, " The gift of Mr. John Eaton, 
deceas^, for the use of Darsbury Chappelry, 1738 ; " paten, " The gift of 
Rich'* Brooke, Esq., to Daresbury Church, a. d. 1746;^* chalice, with 
inscription " Purchased with money in the dawn of youth by two lovely 
sisters Felicia and Frances Elisa Heron, in life and death undivided, 
who from a very early age had of their own desire assiduously received 
the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing." 

There is a peal of six bells. Four dated 1725. (i) Names of two 
churchwardens; (2) "Peace and good neighbourhood;" (3) "Pros- 
perity to the Church of England." 

A fine monument by Gibson, in memory of Sarah, wife of Henry 
Birom of Liverpool, 1833, is on the wall of the south aisle. 
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FRODSHAM. 

&♦ ^Laurence* 

THIS church has a plain embattled tower, a nave, and a 
chancel, each with side aisles. The tower is rectilinear, 
and has a three-light window on the west The south aisle of 
the nave is entirely modern, with Venetian windows, but some of 
the north windows and those of the clerestory are rectilinear. 
The chancel has a battlement, but not the nave. The nave is 
divided from each aisle by three arches, of which the two western 
are semi-circular and Norman, the third pointed ; the piers are 
some circular, some octagonal, the capitals square, with foliage. 
The aisles are very wide. The arch to the chancel is pointed, 
and on each side of the chancel are two wide Tudor arches with 
octagonal piers. On the south side of the altar is a fine niche 
with a crocketed ogee canopy flanked by pinnacles, and springing 
from shafts with foliated capitals. There is also a grotesque 
carved bracket with a piscina. The east window has eight lights. 
The interior is neatly fitted up, and has a large organ. 



1893. 

This church has been restored. The registers begin in 1558. 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "Peace and good neighbourhood, 
A. R., 1743;" (2) "Prosperity to the Church of England, A. R., 1781;" 
(3) "Prosperity to the Parish, A. R., 1734;" (4) "We were all cast at 
Gloucester by A. Rudhall, 1734 ; " (5) " W°> Knowles and Th* Lancaster, 
churchwardens, 1734;" (6) "I to the church the living call, and to the 
grave do summons all, 1734.*' 

There is a curious inscription : — " Near this place lies the body of 
Peter Banner, Carpenter, who died of a dropsy, Oct. 21, 1749, aged 50. 
In 33 months he was tapped 58 times, and had 1,032 quarts of water 
taken from him." 



H 
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GROPPENHALL OR GRAPPENHALL. 

&♦ Mlilfrea. 1833. 

THIS church has a lofty west tower, a nave with aisles, and 
a chancel with north aisle ; the body is rather low, and 
there is no battlement to it. The tower is embattled, and of 
rectilinear character, having a belfry window on each side of two 
lights. The windows of the south aisle are mostly curvilinear of 
very good character, some square-headed, but that at the east 
end has a pointed arch, and is five lights, and many contain por- 
tions of rich stained glass. The windows on the north side ate 
square-headed, as late as the age of Elizabeth. The body is 
long, and the south aisle is very wide. The nave has on each 
side five pointed arches with octagonal piers, and the chancel 
has two similar ones to its north aisle. The roof is a timber one. 
The walls of the chancel are mostly modern, but the north aisle 
has a rectilinear window of five lights at the east end, and on the 
north some late ones with square heads. In the same arch is a 
piscina niche with a pedestal. The font is a plain octagon. 



1893. 
The church is of red sandstone — it has been restored. The interior 
has been cleared from all white-wash and plaster. The window nearest 
to the east in the south aisle has been filled with the collected pieces 
of ancient stained glass, formerly distributed amongst other of the win- 
dows. The reredos is a representation of " The Lord's Supper " carved 
in oak. On the pier near the south door is a date in raised characters 
"Anno Dom., 1539." There are seven clerestor)' windows on each side. 
In a niche on the north side of the chancel, within the altar rails, is a 
tomb, on which rests the recumbent figure of a knight in full armour, 
supposed to be the effigy of William Fitz William le Boydell, who died 
about 1275. At the east end of the north aisle there are two memorial 
brasses: — "Hie dominum praestolatur Wi" Bordman, A.M., nee non 



Groppenhall or Grappenhall and Nether Peover. 5 1 

ecclesiae de Grapnal Rector, qui postea quara Parochianos suos sexdecim 
juxta annos summa cum fidelitate atque eruditione instruxit ex hac 
terrestri in celestem illam transmigravit vitam ID. Octob, An, Dom., 
1688, aetatis suae 49.'' 

" Hie jacet corpus Guilielmi Morris de Grapenhall in agro Caestreansi 
generosi necnon artium magistri e coUegio Emmanuelis Cantabrigiae, qui 
ex hac vita discessit vicesimo secundo die February anno aerae Chris- 
tianae mdcjjcii. sua aetatis tricessimo. Coelum animam erypuit, jacet hoc 
sub marmore corpus, Perpetuum nomen circulus orbis habet" 

The font is of very ancient date, and was discovered in the churchyard 
at the restoration of the church. 

The registers begin in 1574. Silver Communion Plate: — Large 
flagon, " The gift of Mr. Johanna Blackbume of Bridgend to Gropnal 
Church, 1765;'' large chalice, and two large patens; chalice and paten, 
"The gift of Mrs. Sarah Blackbume, August, 1797." 

There is a peal of six bells — On the tenor, ** I to the church the 
living call, and to the grave do summon all;" on another bell, " 1700," 



NETHER PEOVER. 

THIS church has a west tower, nave, side aisles, and chancel; 
the tower of stone of very late Perpendicular character, 
said to have been built in 1562; the south aisle rebuilt in brick 
in a hideous style, but the north aisle is remarkable from being 
rudely constructed in wood and plaster frame-work, probably of 
a date somewhat anterior to that of the tower. The south porch 
is of somewhat similar construction of wood and plaster. The 
tower has a battlement and corner buttresses ; the west window 
and those of the belfry with depressed arches. It opens to the 
nave by a narrow pointed arch. The north wall is certainly very 
curious, and the same character is rare in churches, though often 
found in domestic architecture in Cheshire and Lancashire. 



52 Notes on the Churches of Cheshire, 

There is a cornice below the roof containing square flowers, the 
windows consist of four pointed lights set in a square compart- 
ment at rather short intervals, but that next the east end has 
been modernized. There are also two very rude doors formed 
in wood, with very flat and depressed ogee heads. The east end 
is spoiled in its effect by the centre gable being extended over 
the side aisles, the southern being of brick, and two of the win- 
dows badly altered ; that at the east of the north aisle resembles 
those on the north side, but has six pointed lights. The interior 
has a singularly rude and primitive appearance, the roof is very 
low, and the divisions of the aisles formed by circular wooden 
columns of clumsy construction, apparently entire trunks of 
trees ; from which rude arches are sprung, and others across the 
roof of the body. The chancel has no architectural division, but 
there is an ascent of one step, and a remnant of the rood loft 
screen, near which the wooden columns are roughly squared. 
The aisles end each in private chantry chapels, enclosed by ugly 
wood screens of the heaviest and worst style of the end of the 
seventeenth century, and not corresponding ; that of the south 
chapel is advanced further west than the other. In the southern 
chapel are ugly monuments, and a vault of the Shakerleys. The 
northern is partly used as a vestry, and containes a curious old 
chest of very solid character. There are no arches thrown from 
the wooden piers of the chancel, and the interval partially filled 
with walling. The wooden muUions of the northern windows 
are moulded. The pulpit is octagonal, with some wood sculpture 
of Italian character. The font is a circular bowl with mouldings 
round the upper part, on a large cylindrical shaft, but it does not 
seem to be early. 

The whole church, save the tower, restored and in great 
measure rebuilt in 1852, under the direction of Mr. Salvin. The 
original character, with wood and plaster frame-work for walls, 
has been admirably restored, and the brick-work abolished. The 
interior also put into very nice order, and the whole presents now 
an excellent specimen of careful reconstruction according to the 
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very curious style of the original church ; one of the few speci- 
mens existing of wood and plaster in ecclesiastical structures. 
An organ is erected in the north chapel of the chancel. 



1893. 

The registers begin in 1560. Silver Communion Plate : — Two 
patens and chalice of the seventeenth century ; a flagon, with date and 
inscription, " 1687, Neather Peover," and coat of arms of I-eycesters of 
Tabley. 

There is a peal of six bells, recast in 1852. 

In the chancel on a brass plate, with the arms of Cholmondeley, is 
the inscription : — 

" Here lyeth 
the body of The- 
mas Cholmondely, 
late of Holford, esquier, 
the onely 
Sonne of Robert lord 
Cholmondely of 
Cholmondely, baron 
of Wich Malbank, 
viscount Kells, earle 
of Leinster, sonne 
and heyre of Mary, 
daughter and heyre 
of Christopher Hol- 
ford of Holford, esquier ; 
which sayd Thomas 
dyed the sixth of 
January, mdclxvii. 

Mortalitatis 

exuvias hie deposuit 

Thomas Cholmondeley, 

nuper de Holford armig. 

cujus superstes virtus 



54 Notes on the Churches of Cheshire. 

adulantis statusB 

dedignatur pompam ; 

satis est quod publico 

dolore poUinctus erat : 

in Deum pius, in regem 

fidelis, in bello magnani- 

mus, in pace benefi- 

cus, in omnibus gratus : 

usque ad invidiam houestus simul et 

amatus. Denatus viii. 

Id Jan., MDCLXVii." 

In the south chantry chapel is a marble monument with the arms of 
Shakerley, and inscription : — 

"M. S. 

GALFRIDI SHAKERLEY, de Shakerley, 

in agro Lancastriensi, 

qui a castris reportavit gloriam 

adhuc adolescens. 

Ob fidem utrique Carolo et ecclesiae periclitanti 

prsestitam 

iterum, iterumque carcere conclusus, 

rei familiaris dispendium, et quicquid iniquum excogitavit 

parricidalis democraticorum furor, 

eadem animi constantii qua prius discrimina 

belli sustinuit, 

adversis major nee secundis impar. 

a rege tandem restaurato ad equestrem dignitatem 

promotus 

arcis Cestrensis praefectus fuit ; 

hoc munus, ab eo sponte depositum, 

Petrus, primogenitus 

ex Catherina filia Guu Pennington de Muncaster 

in com. Cumbriae, armig. 

pari vigilantia ac fide administravit; 

ex eadem lectissima conjuge 

(cujus ossa sunt hie recondita) 



Nether Peover and Runcorn, 55 

tres insuper sus-cepit liberos 

Galfridum, Catherinam, et Annam. 

Jana. uxor altera, quam postea duxit, charissima 

filia JoH. DouLBEN. de Segroit, in com. Denbigh, arm. 

quae geminos perperit filios Georgium et Johannem, 

amoris ergo hoc monumentum 

moerens posuit 

^u-i. I Domini mdcxcvi. 

Obut anno < 

I aetatis suae lxxviii." 



RUNCORN. . 

THIS church is a low building with rather a mean exterior, 
and consisting of a west tower, a nave with aisles (of 
which the southern is a modern addition), and a chancel. The 
tower is low and embattled, has a west window of three lights, 
with early curvilinear tracery, a niche on the south side, and the 
buttresses canopied at the set offs. On the north side of the 
nave is an Early English doorway with fine deep mouldings, and 
shafts with foliated capitals. The north aisle is narrow and low, 
has a lancet west window, and two square-headed ones, with 
curvilinear tracery on the north. Between the nave and the 
north aisle are four Early English arches with clustered piers, 
each of four shafts, with flowered capitals. The south aisle is 
entirely modern, and has a gallery in it. Between the nave and 
chancel is a fine wood screen with tracery and niches, and bands 
of vine leaves and flowers. The chancel is rectilinear, its east 
window of three lights, with a little stained glass. In the west 
gallery is an organ. 



1893. 
The church was rebuilt in 1849. It is believed a church has existed 
on the same spot since Ethelfreda, who built a fort here in 915. 
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The registers begin in 1558. There is a peal of eight bells. An old 
bell from this church is now in the tower of Trinity church, with the 
inscription : "Soli deo immortali sit gloria, 1628." 

Silver Communion Plate: — Chalice and paten, "1670;" flagon, 
•*i704." 

Two old tombstones were found when the church was rebuilt, with 
inscriptions : — 

"Hie jacet Ricardus Aston miles qui obiit anno domini mocccc 
nonaginta iii°. Jhu Mercye." (Shield of Aston.) 

" Hie jacet domina Matilda Aston. Lade Helpe.*' (A Maltese cross.) 



WEAVERHAM. 

&.9^arp. 1845. 

A LATE Perpendicular church, comprising a body with 
parallel aisles, the chancel being undistinguished, a west 
tower and south porch. The parapets are embattled, the porch 
small and low, within it a doorway of rather singular shape — 
quasi-trefoiled, with hood moulding, but coarse. The north door 
is small and labeled. The tower has a battlement, partly pan- 
neled, with a panneled band under it. There are large gurgoyles 
at the angles, the belfry window large and of three lights tre- 
foiled; in the second stage a two-light window; on the west side 
a plain door closed, with late window of three lights over it. 
The windows are mostly late and poor, mostly of four lights, 
without foils or tracery. Those on the north are the best, and 
that at the east end is of five lights. The east end has three 
equal gables, and there is no clerestory. The aisles are divided 
on each side by five large Tudor arches with octagonal columns. 
The south aisle is the widest, and the east end of each aisle 
forms a private chapel or chancel, containing some late wood 
screens. The north aisle has a very fair panneled flat ceiling, 
with moulded ribs. The tower arch has coarse mouldings. 
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There are several low pews with ends of the style used in the 
seventeenth century, and there is a piece of a wood carving of 
late period placed within the tower. In one of the northern 
windows is a scroll inscribed, but difficult to decipher. The font 
has an octagonal bowl on a cylindrical stem of questionable 
character. There is a barrel organ, and a peal of six bells. 
The pulpit bestrides the avenue of the nave, and hides the view 
of the altar. 



1893. 

This church was restored in 1877. A new porch, larger and higher 
than the old one, had been erected in 1852. The north door has been 
walled up. A new massive oak door, which opens, has been placed in the 
west of the tower. The three east windows and the lower west window 
of the tower were rebuilt in 1877, with late pointed tracery. The nave 
gable is larger than the other two. The tower arch is open to the 
church, but is parted off by a panneled and glazed screen, eight feet 
high ; this forms the choir vestry. The nave and aisles now have open 
oak seats; the high pews are retained in the two private chapels. A 
new marble font has replaced the old one. There is a new organ at 
the west end of the north aisle, and a new carved oak pulpit, on stone 
base, against the second pier on the north side. The east end of the 
nave has been fitted up as a chancel, with choir stalls. Round the 
sanctuary is a reredos of old oak panneling from Button old Hall. 
There are two handsome carved oak chairs. The east end of the south 
aisle is the chapel of the Wilbrahara family of Delamere House, Cud- 
dington ; that of the north aisle is the chapel of Robert Heath, Esq., of 
Hefferston Grange — the Priests* vestry opens into this. On the south 
wall of the tower is a shield carved in stone, with the Warburton coat of 
arms. 

The registers begin in 1576. Silver Communion Plate : — Paten with 
pedestal, " Weverham church, Reinard Pickering, Peter Button, church- 
wardens, 17 15." 

There is a peal of six bells, which were rehung in 1888 — (i) "My 
treble voice makes hearts rejoice, for King and Constitution, Jos. Smith, 
Thos. Chrimes, Ch. wardens; James Bilbie, Cheverstold, Somerset, fecit, 

I 
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1796;" {2) "Peace to the neighbourhood, A. R-, 17 18;" (3) "Pros- 
perity to the Church of England, A. R., 1718;" (4) "Robert Rudhall 
of Gloucester, cast us all;" (5) "John Lowe and Jonathan Bancroft, 
Churchwardens, 1796 ;" (6) "I to the church the living call, I to the 
grave do summon all. Fear God, honour the King. James Bilbie, 
Cheverstold, Somerset, fecit, 1796." 

A brass plate, fixed against the eastern-most pier on the north side of 
the nave, has the inscription : — 

" Here lyeth interred the body of that eminent pattern of humility, 
charity, and true piety, William Barker of Sandyway, yeoman, who 
departed this life the 9th day of January, anno domini 1680. 

Exuviae q^s Barken plura referre 
Haud opus ad laudes vox ea sola satis." 
In English thus : — 

"The reliques here of Will : Barker lyes 

More speeches need-les[s] are 
His name alone will certainly sufiise 
His praises to declare." 



&♦ l^elen. 



WITTON. 



THIS is a handsome rectilinear church, consisting of a west 
tower, a nave with side aisles and clerestory, and a large 
chancel with side chapels, and an east end in the form of a half 
hexagon. The tower is lofty and embattled, its west window of 
four lights, with rather an obtuse arch, the belfry windows double 
on each side; and there are two fine ornamental bands, one con- 
taining figures of animals and flowers, bold and fine, the other 
smaller and more minute. Below the belfry windows is an 
inscription in black letter. The south side of the church is rich 
and fine, the whole embattled (including the porch), and the 
buttresses enriched with crocketed canopies, but the north aisle 
is mean and low, with a plain tiled roof, and no battlement. 
The windows of the aisles are of rather a late character. The 
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clerestory is very high and its windows unusually large, each of 
four lights, with contracted arches. The interior is sadly en- 
cumbered with large galleries and unsightly pews; the nave is 
divided from each aisle by five pointed arches, the piers of which 
are square, surrounded by four large and four smaller shafts, 
the capitals are concealed by the galleries. The tower arch is 
singular in appearance, from not being in the centre of the nave. 
The nave and south aisle have very fine wood ceilings divided 
into numerous small compartments, and with foliated bosses at 
the intersections of the ribs. Across the south aisle is a fine 
wood screen. In the gallery between the nave and chancel is 
placed an organ. The church has a battlement on the exterior, 
and the buttresses enriched with canopied niches and pinnacles. 
The windows are large, with flat arches and transoms, and are 
five in number beyond the aisles, three of them occupying the 
semi-hexagonal end; beneath these three, on the exterior, are 
small single apertures, now walled up. The east window of the 
south aisle has five lights, and rather a straight-sided arch, the 
soffit of which, in the exterior, is richly filled with quatrefoils, 
and beneath its sill is continued a compartment of panneling 
with a band of flowers, ranging with the window, and included 
beneath the same arch. There is on the north side an octagonal 
staircase turret between the nave and chancel. The chancel 
opens to each side chapel by a pointed arch, and its ceiling is a 
fine wooden one, with vestiges of painting and gilding. The font 
is a plain octagon. 

1893. 

This church was restored in 1884. The galleries were removed, a 
new embattled north aisle erected with oak roof; at its eastern end an 
organ chamber formed, and vestries built behind it. The "sanctus" 
belfry was restored, and oak screens put up on the north and south 
sides of the chancel, also oak reredos, choir stalls, and pulpit, and a new 
font. The wood screen in the south aisle was taken down in 1890. 

Some ancient stones have been built into the wall of the porch, 
forming a black-letter inscription : " Alkoke Ricardus, prepositus opens 
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capellanus.'^ There are some Saxon carved heads within the church. 
The inscription on the tower is the name of the builder, " Thomas 
Hunter"; the date of the tower is 1524-40. The church was after- 
wards widened on the north side, which accounts for the tower not 
being in the centre. 

The registers begin in 156 1. There is a peal of eight bells — (i and 
2) "J. Taylor & Co., Loughborough, 1887 ;" (3) "Hugh Wade, 1712;" 
(4) "William Shelton, 1712;" (5) "Richard Saunders of Bromsgrove 
made us all six, 1712 ;'' (6) "C. & G. Mears, Founders, London, 1852, 
Robert Williamson, Jun', William Saxon, Thomas Davies, Peter Whit- 
taker, Wardens;" (7) "Glory be to God, 1712'* (8) •* Jeffery Haugh- 
ton, Lawrence Foster, Thomas Beckett, John Hewitt, Wardens, r7i2." 



BIDSTON. 

THE church consists of three low equal aisles and a western 
tower, which is of good stone, of late rectilinear character, 
with a battlement and broken pinnacles. The belfry window of 
three lights; the west window has an ogee head, and over the west 
door is a band of panneling with shields charged with armorial 
bearings. The work is generally coarse. The windows are 
mostly square-headed, but those at the east end pointed. The 
nave has on each side three low pointed arches, the piers on the 
south circular ; on the north, one circular, one octagon. In the 
chancel are no arches, but the roof is supported by modern 
pillars of wood. On the north of the chancel is a modern 
vestry of stone. Near the church is the old hall, of Elizabethan 
character, with two tiers of square windows, and a semicircular 
portico in the centre. The whole is surrounded by a wall having 
rather a good arch of entrance. 



1893. 
The church, with the exception of the tower, was rebuilt in 1856, 
mainly on the old lines, the nave, however, loftier than the two aisles, 
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and a porch was added, one having previously existed up to 1835. A 
lych gate has been erected, and a small chancel was built in 1882. The 
reredos is a copy of Leonardo da Vinci's Last Supper in mosaics. In the 
choir is a mosaic pavement, and in the sacrarium coloured marbles. 
There are seven panels over the west door of the tower, two blank, the 
other five commencing from the north as follows : — (1) Probably a lion 
passant; (2) An eagle's claw erect and erased — the badge of Lathom ; 
(3) The legs of Man — a Derby quartering ; (4) A maunch — probably 
referring to Anne, daughter of Lord Hastings, who married Thos., 
second Earl of Derby, about 1509 ; (5) Quarterly, a fleur de lys in the 
first quarter — probably the arms of the Masseys of Bidston, who lost 
possession of Bidston about 1350. Above the west door is a three- 
light window with Perpendicular traceiy, surmounted by a crocketed 
ogee canopy. 

The registers begin in 1679. The old communion plate has dis- 
appeared. 

There is a peal of six bells ; they replaced three bells which had in- 
scriptions— (1) "Sancti Oswaldi, C.W., J.W., W.W. ;" (2) "Cantate 
Domino Canticum novum, 1615;" (3) "Laudate Dominum in Sancto 
Ejus, 1673." 



EASTHAM. 

THIS church consists of a nave with aisles, a chancel with 
north aisle, and a tower at the west end surmounted by a 
heavy spire of stone. The whole of the steeple is Early Decora- 
ted ; the west window of two lights, the belfry windows plain, 
the spire (a heavy broach) squared at its base, and occupying 
the whole of the tower, with four heavy pinnacles surrounding it. 
There are large corner buttresses. There are no battlements 
to the body. The windows of the nave late and debased recti- 
linear, some square-headed. In the chancel is one lancet and one 
Decorated window on the south side. The nave is divided from 
each aisle by four pointed arches with octagonal piers. The 
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chancel has also four arches of like character. The font is 
circular and plain — not of good work. The church, like most in 
the neighbourhood, is built of red sandstone. 



1893. 

The windows in the nave have been replaced by Perpendicular win- 
dows. The lancet window in the chancel has disappeared in restoration. 

The registers begin in 1598. 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) " Gloria in Excelsis Deo ; " (2) " Fear 
God and honour the King ; " (3) " When we ring we sweetly sing ; " 
(4) "We were all cast by Abel Rudhall of Gloucester, a.d. 1757;" 
(5) " I to the Church the living call, and to the grave I summon all ; " 
(6) " Of Thine own have I given Thee ; " one, three, and six are new 
bells. 

There is a brass with inscription to Sir Rowland Stanley, 16 13, and 
two altar tombs to the Stanleys of Hooton — 16 12 and 1662. 



HESWALL. 

&♦ iftmr. 1855. 

AVERY uninteresting church, comprising a body and north 
aisle, with a distinct chancel and a western tower. The 
body seems to have been entirely rebuilt in the last century, the 
windows on south are ugly Venetian ones, on the north are some 
poor square-headed ones. The aisle has a lean-to roof, and the 
division within formed by wooden columns ; the roofs are open. 
On the south of the altar is a monumental slab with an inscription 
"A.D. 16 19." The tower is very late Perpendicular, has a battle- 
ment panneled, and a square stair turret on the south-east. On 
the west side a poor three-light window, without foils or tracery. 
The tower arch is of Tudor form on octagonal pillars. The font 
modern. There is a barrel organ. 
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1893. 

The church was rebuilt in 1879 with the exception of the tower. In 
the tower wall is fastened a white marble oval about eight inches high, 
having in the centre a rudely carved representation of S. Michael and 
the dragon surrounded by the legend — " Sigillum Willelmi de Hessle 
Welle." This was taken from the chancel of the former church. In the 
churchyard is a Jacobean vase-shaped font, and an octagonal^font bowl, 
of very rude and primitive character, with a drain hole. 

The registers begin in 1539. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Flagon, " The gift of Phebe, wife of RicM 
Davenport of Calveley, Esq", to the Parishioners of Heswall in the 
county of Chester, in the year of our Redemption, mdccxxxvi." Chalice, 
"This was made new and enlarged at the expense of M" Glegg of Gayton, 
1739." Paten with foot, *• The gift of W"^ Glegg, Esq", to the Parish of 
Heswall in Cheshire, 1740." 

There are five bells — Two new "C. J. Touzel, Rector, William Hough, 
Alfred Moore, Churchwardens, 1884." The other three recast in 1881 
by John Warner and Sons; (i) "Gloria in excelsis Deo, 1627, R.B.E.B. ;" 
(2) Gulielmus Ramsbotham, Rector, 1672, CR.WR.IT. ;" (3) "Dulcedine 
vocis Cantabo tuae Noe, 1672 ;" on each, "Charles John Cliff Touzel, 
M.A., Rector, Henry Totty, Edward Brdster, churchwardens.'* 

The black marble slab which was on the south of the altar has been 
moved to the tower wall ; on it is a figure in gown and ruff with sword, 
kneeling at a prayer desk, on which lies an open book. In the corner 
is Jan. 3, 16 19, obiit, and coat of arms of Glegg. The inscription is : — 

"I have no feelinge now of frende 
Or frendshipp, *tis al dead and gon ; 
He heere inclosed, juste at his ende 
Neare lefte a jott to any one. 
Goe, hast to him, sad soule of mine. 
Live, ever where he sitts and singes, 
Enter death's lists, oh, neare decline, 
Goe, flie apase, with angell's wings : 
Get hense awaie, prisoner to flesh and bone ; 
Elisium's tlie dwelling place where he is gone " 
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On another monument : — 

"Here lyeth Katherine, second daughter of S*" Henry Delves of 
Dodington in the county of Chester, Baronet, and late wife of Edward 
Glegg of Gayton in y* sayd County, Esq. She was married to y* s<* 
Edward, on Monday, the 22*** of July, 1650, and had issue by him 13 
sons and 2 daughters, whereof there survive eight sons and y^ said 2 
daught", viz. : Katherine, William, Edward, Henry, Robert, Thomas, 
Elizabeth, Roger, Benjamin, and Arthur. She dyed to y* great griefe of 
her deare husband and all his & her owne relations on Sunday, the 26 
day of August, in y* yeare of our Lord God 1666, in y* 40^ yeare of her 
age, haveing been to all wifes a President of Chastitye, to all Matrons 
an Example of Gravity, to all persons a Pattern of Piety. She was most 
loveing to her husband, careful of her children, respectful to her relations 
and equalls, courteous to her inferiors, charitable to y* poore, true-hearted 
to her friends, kind to her servants, & a cordiall louer of all pious 
ministers & godly persons. 

Edward Glegg, her most sorrowfull husband, survives, & erects this 
monument in memorial of her. 

The said Edward formerly marryed Elizabeth, daughter of Edward 
Pickford, a citizen of London, who died without issue in y® yeare of our 
Lord God 1649, and is alsoe interred in this place." 



GREAT NESTON. 

THIS church has been much altered and modernized. It con- 
sists of a nave and chancel, each with side aisles, and a 
low western tower which may be partly of Decorated character, 
but unfinished and mean in appearance. The body is very low, 
the nave had originally four Norman arches on each side with 
circular columns, but some of them are thrown together by a 
modern alteration. In the chancel the arches were pointed, but 
are partly cut away, and the piers octagonal. Some of the win- 
dows are wretched modem insertions, others are square-headed. 



\ 

\ 
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and as late as the time of Elizabeth. The font is an octagon, 
panneled with quatrefoils. There is a good organ in a gallery 
on the north side. The tower has on its west side shields with 
arms, and a coarsely executed ogee canopy over the west 
window. 



1893. 

The church was rebuilt in 1874. It consists of nave with six arches, 
and clerestory, north and south aisles, south west porch, chancel with 
panneled timber roof, vestries on the north, and organ chamber on the 
south, stone and marble reredos, with carved figures, new pulpit and 
font The style of architecture is Early English. 

The old western tower has been retained, as also the two Norman 
arches of the nave arcade, abutting upon the tower, and the western 
doorway at the base of the tower has been opened out. At the restora- 
tion, ancient stones, coins, and implements were found. 

The registers begin in 1700. Silver Communion Plate, " 1783." 



WALLASEY. 

fe^ ^flarp* 1854. 

WITH the exception of the tower, this church has little 
remaining of its original character. The arcades have 
been removed, and windows modernized ; that at the east end 
a new Perpendicular one, filled with stained glass. The tower 
bears the date 1530, and is, as might be expected, very late 
Perpendicular, embattled, with gargoyles, and comer buttresses, 
and coarse three-light belfry windows. The west window has 
been altered. The tower opens to the church by pointed arch, 
on octagonal column. The only other good feature is the font, 
which is Norman, with arches in relief on shafts, and a cable 
moulding below. There is a new pulpit, heavy, and in imitation 
of Early English work ; and an organ in the gallery. There is 
a stand for bread with this inscription : "The gift of Mr. Thomas 
Gleave, sitizen of London, J. W., J. J., C. W., 1676." 

K 
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The church was burnt to the ground in 1857, except the tower, and 
a new cruciform church erected, with nave and aisles, transept, chancel 
with aisles, and central tower — transitional between Decorated and Per- 
pendicular. 

The old tower (base fourteenth century, upper stories sixteenth cen- 
tury), still stands. The base has been lately roofed with stone groining, 
and made into a mortuary. 

The registers begin in 1574. There is a peal of six bells. 



WEST KIRBY. 
&♦ JBrttlffet* i860. 

THIS church is on a steep site, overhanging the estuary of the 
Dee, and commanding a fine view of it and the Welsh 
hills. It has been so much spoiled and altered as to be now of little 
account. Formerly it consisted of a nave with north aisle, which 
now being thrown into one large space by the removal of the 
arcade, has a hideous appearance within, especially as the ceiling 
is flat and low. Externally, some of the ancient features remain, 
but the windows are mostly of a poor debased kind ; on the 
north they are pointed, without foliations ; on the south square- 
headed, of four lights, and probably after the Reformation. A 
new east window has lately been put in which is good Decorated, 
of five lights, and contains some new stained glass. The west 
window of the aisle is square-headed, of two lights, and of better 
character — transitional from Decorated to Perpendicular. There 
are three sedilia south of the altar, with trefoiled arches, and a 
square aumbry. There is a vestry north of the chancel. The 
tower is late Perpendicular, and not bad ; it has embattled pan- 
neled parapet and double belfry windows, each long, of two 
lights, and without transom. There are comer buttresses, and 
no dividing string-course. The west doorway good, in square 
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frame, with fine panneled mouldings down the jambs, and pan- 
neled spandrels, also a horizontal panneled band over it contain- 
ing roses and shields. The west window is mutilated. The font 
a plain octagon, on a like stem. There are some poppy ends 
within. A west gallery and organ. The roof slated, and the 
whole now under one flat roof. 



1893. 

This church was restored in 1869. It now consists of nave, chancel, 
north and south aisles, and north and south porches. The nave has an 
arcade with four bays on each side. The windows of the north aisle 
have new tracery, and a south aisle has been built The ceilings are all 
of open timbers, the roofs are slated, but are no longer under one fiat 
roof. An addition has been made to the vestry, and new tracery in- 
serted in the west window. The old font has been buried, and a new 
one of poor design substituted. The west gallery is removed, and the 
tower opened out, and the organ placed in the north chancel aisle. 
Exquisite wrought iron screens have been erected, to divide the chancel 
from the nave, and from the north aisle. The reredos is of carved oak, 
richly gilded. The base of a Norman column remains in situ at the 
west end. On the wall in the Churchwardens' seat, is an oak tablet 
with inscription : " The gift of Master Tho. Gleave, citizen of London, 
Anno Do. 1641." The east window (good Decorated) is the old one ; 
the upper part has been opened out, and the whitewash cleaned off, 
which may have caused it to appear a new window. 

The registers begin in 1692. There is a peal of eight bells^ five old 
and three new — (1) "Prosperity to this parish;" (2) " Mr. Thomas 
Richardson, Curate;'' (3) "Jos. Jennings, John Tottey, Church- 
wardens;'* (4) " Abr. Rudhall cast us all;" (5) recast in 1854, inscrip- 
tion originally "Mr. John Glegge a good benefactor;" (6) "Venite 
exultemus Domino;" (7) "Dona Dei Deo;" (8) "Gloria in excelsis 
Deo." 

In a small museum near the church are a number of the ancient 
stones from the older churches, discovered at the restoration : — Base 
and capital of Norman pillar, twelfth century; grave slab with cross, 
eleventh century ; child's stone coffin ; tombstones with incised crosses ; 
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fragments of crosses, almost identical with those in the crypt of S. 
John's Chester. There is also a remarkable tombstone described by 
Professor Browne as " shaped like the back of a fish with a ridge along 
the crest, under the ridge a line of buckles and thongs (very curious). 
The sides are ornamented with scales or shangles, copied from the 
Roman tombstones — ^they are supposed to represent the little follicles 
picked off the fir cone ; at the bottom is a rude roll of three double 
bands. These stones were placed on the soil over the body, much as 
we now place a coped stone on a grave." 

Since my visit, the old font has, at my su^estion, been dug up from 
the terrace in front of the rectory, and has been placed in the museum. 



WOODCHURCH. 

THIS church, like the neighbouring ones, is low and of late 
rectilinear character. It consists of a wide nave with 
south aisle, a long chancel, and a western tower which has a 
battlement, somewhat mutilated, a belfry window on each side 
of three lights, and buttresses on the west side, graduated 
and projecting far. The south porch is large, and both the 
outer and inner doorways have labels and shafts ; the sides have 
square apertures, quatrefoiled ; over the door is a niche with 
canopy and groining under it The windows are mostly square- 
headed of three lights, those in the south aisle closely set ; one at 
the east of the south aisle has a transom, and is of four lights, 
apparently as late as Elizabeth. The nave is separated from its 
aisle by four low pointed arches on octagonal piers. The chan- 
cel arch is partly cut by the ceiling, the capitals of its shafts have 
square flowers. The chancel is long, and has pointed windows 
of three lights; on the north side is a chapel of late date. There 
are painted wood tablets to the Hockenhulls of Prenton. The 
font is octagonal, and beneath the basin are half figures of 
angels ; the pedestal is ornamented with shields. There are 
three bells and an organ. 
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1868. 

The tower has plain battlement ; belfry windows, which are of 
three lights, and very much of Decorated character in their 
tracery, beneath them a string-course. On the west side a small 
three-light window and plain door. At the south-east a stair 
turret of square form, rising above the parapet. The western 
buttresses were added 1675 for strength, and are singularly un- 
graceful, of unnatural projection, and graduated quite up to the 
top. There are also ugly buttresses against the north wall, 
clearly subsequent additions. The windows are mostly debased 
and square-headed, with transoms, but some have been altered 
into better tracery and filled with memorial glass. The roof 
of the nave is of good open timbers, with collars. In the south 
aisle is a plain piscina. 

The chancel is long, but remarkably low, and has a roof of 
open timbers, rather coarse. On the north side of the chancel, 
near the east end, is an original single lancet of Early English 
character, showing this to have been originally an outside wall — 
now looking into the vestry. There are four very fine carved 
standards in the chancel, the ornaments varying in tracery, foli- 
age, &c The screen is modern. The chancel inclines very 
remarkably to the north, and thus the interior of the church has 
a crooked appearance. 

The seats are of oak — some plain original standards may be 
still seen amongst them. The tower arch is now open to the 
nave, but is very plain, pointed, springing at once from the wall. 
The windows of the chancel have been generally improved into 
Decorated form, and contain some new stained glass. 



1893. 
The registers begin in 1573. Silver Communion Plate: — An old 
chalice, " 1625." 
There is a peal of six bells. 
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ASHTON-ON-MERSEY. 

&^ a^artim 1861. 

THIS church, if the date on the porch is the correct one of 
its erection, is rather curious as a specimen of an imitation, 
though not successful, of a more ancient ecclesiastical style, 
The date in question is 1714. The church comprises a nave and 
chancel, without aisles, but the chancel properly developed and 
separated, a south porch, and a wooden bell turret over the west 
end. The walls are of red sandstone, and the whole has a neat 
appearance. The east and west windows are rather clumsy 
imitations of pointed windows, with transoms and ungraceful 
tracery. The other windows square-headed, of three lights, and 
without foliations. The south and west doorways are pointed. 
There is no chancel arch, but the chancel is narrower than the 
nave ; the roofs of open timbers appear to have been renovated. 
There is a west gallery with an organ. 



1893. 

The colours of the Ashton-cum-Sale Volunteers of 1803 were pre- 
sented to the church in 181 1. They are suspended on the south side 
of the nave. In 1874 an octagonal baptistery with three quatrefoil win- 
dows was built at the north-west of the nave, and a new font placed in it 

The church was restored in 1885, when it was reseated. The chancel 
was panneled with the old oak of the seats — an organ chamber built on 
the north of the chancel adjoining the former vestry. A brick tower 
with oak belfry, clock, and thirteen tubular bells, was given, in the 
Jubilee year of Queen Victoria, as a memorial of it, by Sir William 
CunlifFe Brooks, Bart. ; under the tower are clergy and choir vestries. 
At the same time the south porch was raised with a Cheshire roof, and 
a lych gate of oak with tiled roof erected. 

The registers begin in 1636. Silver Communion Plate: — Flagon, 
chalice, paten, and alms dish with "I.H.S." 

The bell in the bell turret has date " 1716, Prosperity to this parish, 
A. R." 
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BOWDON. 

THIS is a large church, all of late date, in many parts re- 
sembling Rostherne, but with some portions of a better 
character. It has a west tower, and a nave and chancel, each 
with side aisles. The tower is embattled, but very plain. Most 
of the windows are large and square-headed, with transoms, 
probably as late as 1600; but the chancel has some pointed 
ones of a purer character, that at the east end is of five lights. 
The chancel has also an embattled parapet, enriched with pin- 
nacles. The side aisles are very wide, and are each divided from 
the nave by five pointed arches, with octagonal piers. The 
chancel has three low arches on the north and two on the south 
side, the latter opening into the chapel belonging to the Greys 
of Dunham Massey. The aisles have very handsome wood 
roofs, with panneling and rich bosses — the beams being adorned 
with much carving. The font is a plain octagon. In the west 
gallery is a good organ. 



1893. 

The church was rebuilt in 1858, consisting of nave and aisles, tran- 
septs, chancel and aisles, north porch, and west tower with eight pin- 
nacles, all Perpendicular. It has been dedicated to S. Mary the Virgin 
since 1298. 

. The registers begin in 1628. There is a peal of six bells — (i) " Abr. 
Rudhall cast us all, 1714;*' (2) "The gift of old S' Geo : Booth to ye 
young men of ye P***, 1714;" (3) "Matthew Wood, Vicar, Henry 
Hough, P*'* clerk, A. R, 17 14;*' (4) " Ed^^ Legh of Bagulegh, Esq', 
and The : Assheton gave 5 P°** each, A. R ; Aaron Warburton, D** 
Holt, J» Hankinson, J«»* Heawood, C^wardens, 17 14;" (5) "W"» Mere- 
deth, Bar*, and Frances Barlow gave 3 V^ each, A. R, 17 14;'' (6) 
"The Hon' L<* Delamere was xx P"** cost towards y« bell, A. R^ 17 14.** 

Silver Communion Plate : — Two flagons, "Bowdon church, Cheshire, 
w* 84-5;" chalice, "Bowdon Church, Cheshire, w* 16-8;" chalice, 
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"Bowdon Church, Cheshire, w* 16-17;** paten, "Bowdon Church, 
Cheshire, w* 11-18;" paten, "Bowdon Parish Church. The offering 
of M" Sarah Holland, i860." The chalices and patens have also 
"I.H.S.," with cross above and three nails below the letters. Large 
alms dish, "Bowdon Church in Cheshire, w* 83-14;" smaller dish, 
"Bowdon Church, Cheshire, w* 23-16." 

Flagons, chalices, and patens all silver gilt — also two old heavily-gilt 
copper chalices with **I.H.S." 

The monument in the south transept of William Brereton represents 
him in gown and ruff, with his wife Jane Warburton, their hands clasped 
The inscription is : — 

" Sub hoc marmore humata requiescunt corpora Gulielmi Brereton, de 
Ashley in comitatu Cestriae, armigeri, et Janae uxoris ejus, quorum altera 
genus et originem duxit ab antiqua et illustri Familia et progenie Brere- 
ton de Brereton in prsedicto comitatu, altera ex clara vetustaque orta 
fuit Warburtorum prosapii, et ex filiabus erat una et cohaeredibus Petri 
Warburton de Arley, in praedicto comitatu, armigeri, nuperrime defuncti. 
Liberos susceperunt mares, Richardum, Thomam, Gulielmum (in D'no 
placide obdormientem), et Petrum : feminas, Franciscam, Mariam (cor- 
poris etiam vinculis solutam), Annam, et Catherinam. Casto ac con- 
jugali amore se invicem fruebantur; pauperes, advenasque liberali, 
benignoque hospitio excipiebant; vinculum amicitiae cum familiaribus 
initae servabant intimeratum; purae et orthodoxae religioni constanter 
adhaerebant; et quum hujus vitae stadium (ut Christianos decuit) pie 
religioseque peregissent, vitam cum morte commutabant, laetam nunc et 
gloriosam in Christo corporum resurrectionem expectantes; Ambo e 
vivis excedentes, quietis portum, quietis quidem, die scilicet dominico, 
appulerunt, Jana scilicit Martii 2^, Anno Domini 1627, aetatis suae 63, 
Gulielmus autem Augusti 29, An^ D'ni 1630, aetatis etiam suae 63." 



HIGH LEGH (Chapel in Rostherne). 

1858. 

THIS is a curious specimen of the domestic chapel, built 
separate from the hall. Its date is said to be 1581. It 
has a body with north and south aisles. The eastern part 
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enclosed for the chancel. The walls are of stone, the arcades of 
wood. Some parts seem to be of earlier date than that mentioned. 
The windows Perpendicular, some lately filled with stained glass; 
the interior very nicely arranged, and fitted with open seats, 
carved screens, and a good organ. 



1893. 

This chapel was burnt down in 189 1. A new church has lately been 
erected on a substructure of red sandstone. The upper part, which 
projects beyond the lower part, is of plain oak and plaster, supported 
on stone corbels. There is a bell tower with wooden window frames, a 
porch at the south-west angle opens into a narthex, at the further end 
of which stands the octagonal font. The church is lined inside with 
terra cotta bricks, and the seats are of oak. 



LYMM. 

&« 9^arp ttie dllfrgin. 1833. 

THIS church has a west tower, a nave and chancel, with side 
aisles extending to the east end. The roof of the body is 
tiled, and neither the body nor tower has any battlement The 
tower seems unfinished, and is of plain rectilinear work, with 
a large belfry window of five lights. Some of the buttresses have 
triangular heads, and there are some heads of animals about the 
cornices. The windows are mostly square-headed, and as late 
as the age of Elizabeth, but a few on the south are curvilinear, 
with square heads. There is a rude porch of wood on the north 
side. In the interior there are five pointed arches on each side, 
with octagonal piers, and there is no distinction of chancel. The 
east wall is modem. The pews are neat, and there is a good 
organ in the west gallery. There are some monumental inscrip- 
tions, but none of ancient date. The font is octagonal, late, and 
poor. 
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Lymm church rebuilt in 1850, with showy pinnacled tower, 
and spacious body, not entirely satisfactory. 



1893. 

The present church (the fourth) consists of nave with aisles, tran- 
septs, and chancel, to which an organ chamber and porch have been 
added, also a reredos in Caen stone with scenes from the Passion in the 
panels. The old tower of 152 1 stood firm, but in 1850 it was determined 
to raise its height. The mass of masonry placed on it rendered it in- 
secure, and in 1889 it had to be rebuilt. A carved head was dug up 
out of the foundations of the third church, and has been inserted in the 
south wall of the chancel, being probably a relic of the second church. 
The canoj^ed recess in the south wall remains from the third church, of 
the Decorated period, 1322 ; it is probably part of a monument A 
memorial panel of oak, enblazoned with the Domville arms and motto, 
is inscribed "William Domville of Lyme, Esquire, 1686." 

The registers begin in 1568. Silver Communion Plate: — Chalice 
with cover, and paten, with crest and arms of Warburton of Arley, date 
probably latter part of seventeenth century ; chalice of later date. 

There is a peal of eight bells, four new and four recast in 1891 by 
John Taylor & Co., Loughborough — (i) "Venite exultemus Domino 
Curi Ricardi Rowlinson et Petri Steele, £x:clesia& Guard: 1703. Recast 
1891;'* (a)"Cantate Domino Canticum Novum. The gift of Jno. 
Gandy, Jun'. Recast at the expense of this parish, 1817;" (3) "Deus 
misereatur nostri et benedicat nos. In dear memory of John Wright 
Parkinson, Churchwarden, 1865-187 2, given by his widow, a.d. 1891;" 
{4) "Te Deum laudamus. To the Glory of God, a thank oflfering of 
William and Charlotte Bayley on their silver wedding, 1864. October, 
1889;'* (5) '' Magnificat anima mea Dominum, Joannes Leigh, gen 
semper mtersit populo Britanno Anna Regina. Recast 1891 ;" (6) "Jubi- 
late Deo omnis terra. Floreat Ecclesia legibus sancita, Georgius Leigh 
de Outrington, gen: Ectoniae Henricus Pend. fecit. Recast 1891;" 
(7) "Benedicite omnia opera Domini Domino. For the Honour of God 
and the use of Lymm Church, this bell was given by George Charmley 
Dewhurst of Beechwood, 1891;*' (8) "Nunc dimittis servum tuum 
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Domine in pace. In memoriam, Williani Battersby of Lymm Hall, and 
Sarah Emmeline his wife. The Parishioners raised this Bell as a tribute 
of their esteem, a.d. 1891," 



MOBBERLEY. 

&• Qfliilfreti* 

r 1 1HIS church has a large west tower, a nave with side aisles, 
-■- and a chancel. The tower is embattled, and of rectilinear 
character, divided into four stages by strings, filled with pieces 
of bold foliage, with shields, some bearing arms, some inscribed 
" I.H.S.,"and figures of animals. The belfry windows are double 
on each side, with dripstones, but no foils, and on the south side 
of the tower is an inscription. which begins near Jhe south-west 
angle of the tower, and is continued on the south side, running 
thus : " Orate pro bono statu dom Joha Talbot mil' et domine 
Margarete uxoris," and above it, " Anno dni milemo quingen- 
tesimo." The tower is of fine grey stone, the string-courses are 
remarkably bold ; the buttresses are at the angles. There is a 
west doorway and window. The windows of the north aisle are 
of three lights, with contracted arches of late date ; those of the 
clerestory are square-headed, of two lights. The windows of 
the south aisle are square-headed with three trefoil lights, 
apparently Perpendicular. The aisles are very narrow, and do 
not extend quite to the west end of the nave. The nave is 
divided from each aisle by four low pointed, and rather straight, 
arches with octagonal pillars, but the first arch on each side next 
the tower is loftier, and the first pier has octagon responds 
attached, with capitals enriched with flowers, whence spring the 
arches. The ceiling of the nave is panneled, and that part which 
is over the east end of the nave is rich and elegant, sub-divided 
into minute portions, with bosses of foliage. Between the nave 
and chancel is a beautiful wood screen of three pieces, on each 
side of the door ; the compartments without tracery, but with 
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bands of foliage on the frieze, and part of the rood loft remains 
with elegant groining. The east end of the south aisle has a 
square-headed window consisting of three lights, each with tre- 
foiled arches, and containing some good stained glass, in which is 
visible an inscription with the words, " fenestra fieri fecerunt" 

The chancel has an east window of five lights, with early cur- 
vilinear tracery, having no foils ; on the south side a curvilinear 
one, with square head and label, and some others of later date. 
On the south side of the chancel are two decorated ascending 
sedilia, with trefoiled heads, and the pier of division curiously 
cut off in the middle, and under the south window a square 
recess or almery, and a niche with a drain cinquefoiled, with a 
dripstone on corbel heads, and of the short form so often found 
in small churches — the orifice is cinquefoiled. In the south 
window of the chancel are some remnants of stained glass with 
inscription : ** Orate pro aia," and the date 1482. In other win- 
dows appear several shields, with armorial bearings. The tower 
arch is large, and springs from semi>octagonal shafts; its head is 
cut off" by the ceiling of the nave, which is, nevertheless, of good 
style, the beams enriched as well as the brackets. Some of the 
clerestory windows have lost their tracery. 

The church is neatly fitted up, and the pews are regular. A 
barrel organ in the west gallery. The font is a circular basin, on 
an octagonal shaft, of singular, but perhaps not good, character. 
The body of the church has no embattlement ; there is a south 
porch and a north door. 



1893. 

The church is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Holy 
Trinity. The chancel and vestry were rebuilt in 1888. An organ 
chamber was formed at the east end of the north aisle — ^it has a four- 
light window, and beneath has been inserted an old three-light window 
head which was discovered. Some shields which were in the upper 
lights of the east window are now placed in the south window of the 
chancel ; they are the arms of owners of land in Mobberley, or Vicars 
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since 1 206. The inscription on the tower in full is as follows : " Orate 
pro bono statu Domini Johannis Talbot militis et dominas Mai*garetae 
uxoris suae patronse ecclesiae. Anno Domini milesimo quingentesimo 
tricesimo. Testis Richard Plat, Master Mason." The date on the 
rood screen is 1500, and it has the arms of Talbot 

The roof of the nave is now being restored, the head of the tower 
arch which was cut off by the ceiling, has been opened out, and the 
west gallery removed. The aisles are also being restored, and furnished 
with new roofs, and the south porch is being rebuilt The old stained 
glass in the east end of the south aisle is being repaired, and will be 
replaced. The inscription, part of which can only be deciphered, 
should run : " Orate pro anima Magistri Hamonis Leycester, rectoris 
hujus ecclesiae qui banc fenestram fieri fecit anno Domini 1492.'' 

The registers begin in 1578. 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "Peace and good neighbourhood, 
1772;" (2) "J. Rudhall, fecit, 1792; S. Peacock, Churchwarden — 
With louder tone again I ring, to God's House all men to bring." 
"Samuel Hargreaves, renovavit, 1891 ; G. Eden, J. Norbury, Wardens; 
John Taylor & Co., Founders, Loughborough;" (3) "Thomas Rudhall, 
Gloucester, Founder;" (4) "Prosperity to this Parish, 1772;" (5) "We 
were cast at the expense of Samuel Egerton, Esq., 1772;" (6) "I to the 
church the living call, and to the grave do summon all — Ring out 
clearer than before, Gods* praises evermore." "E. of T., 1891; John 
Taylor & Co., Founders, Loughborough." 

There is a brass to James Stanley, Rector, " 1674," also a curious 
painted board with representation of a dead body laid out in a shroud, 
and with various devices and Latin lines. The inscription is in memory 
of Elizabeth, wife of Nathaniel Robinson, who dipd 1665. 



NORTHENDEN. 

&• aaiilfreD. 1859. 

A LARGE plain church, which seems to be wholly late Per- 
pendicular, and in some features debased. It has a nave 
and chancel, each with north and south aisles, those of the chancel 
forming private chapels, a west tower, and south porch. There 
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are no parapets to the body. The north side has been more 
altered than the south, and has bad windows of modern Gothic 
kind. Those of the south aisle of the nave are better and fair 
Perpendicular, of three lights, with the lights merely trefoiled, 
and no tracery. The clerestory has three-light windows, square- 
headed and without foils. The nave has on each side an arcade 
of five pointed arches, with plain octagonal piers having caps, 
the whole plain and coarse. There is a kind of flowered orna- 
ment in the north-east respond, perhaps part of an earlier work. 
The ceiling flat and modern. The chancel arch is like the others. 
The north and south chapels of the chancel open to it, each by 
two pointed arches, on octagonal columns. These are private 
chapels, and seem to be used as family pews ; each enclosed by 
late wood screens. They have some late square-headed windows 
without foils, and at the east ends obtuse pointed ones of five 
lights. The chancel extends eastwards of these chapels, and has 
a large east window of five lights, fitted with modern stained 
glass, and rather remarkable in its tracery ; the lights are very 
wide, and the transoms embattled in the tracery, but there are 
no foils. In the north chapel are some ancient benches with 
poppyheads. In the north wall of the nave is a pedestal. The 
nave is pewed, and has a large organ in a western gallery ; the 
font modern. The tower is plain embattled, has corner but- 
tresses, two-light belfry windows with string below, and gur- 
goyles ; a west window of three lights, and ogeed doorway with 
continuous mouldings. The porch has a plain outer doorway 
flanked by shafts, intended propably for pinnacles. 



1893. 

A new church has been erected, consisting of nave with aisles, chancel, 
and two chapels. The old tower, which has served for at least two 
previous churches, is still standing. The old screen has also been pre- 
served intact ; it is a very fine piece of work, with an inscription on it, 
the Latin version of the first and tenth verses of the fifty-first Psalm, 
"Miserere mei,'* &a 
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The registers begin in 1560. In one of the entries reference is made 
to the great fire of London. 

Silver Communion Plate : — A chalice (shape unusual), " May i8th, 
1654" on the bottom, the body probably older ; large flagon and paten, 
" 1715 ;" smaller paten and chalice, " 1766." 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) " Here goes my brave boys, A. R., 
1750;" (2) "Til follow with spirit and pleasure, A. R., 1750;" (3) 
"Hark how merry my friends are before me, A. R., 1750;" (4) "My 
half-note is the increase of your pleasure, 1750;" (5) "John Baxter, 
Thomas Davenport, and James Whitelegg, Wardens, 1777;" (6) "With 
my sweet tone your covered Sir. The generous subscription of Jno. 
Worthington, gent., adds dignity to our sound. A. B. Rudhall cast us 
all, 1750." 

On a board in the tower are — 

Rules to be Observed. 

"You ringers all observe these orders well ; 
He fourpence pays that overturns a bell ; 
And he who rings with either spur or hat 
Shall pay his sixpence certainly for that ; 
Whoever rings and does disturb a peal 
Shall fourpence pay in money, not in ale. 
These orders should in every church be used. 
That bells and ringers may not be abused." • 

In the churchyard, on a gravestone, is a curious Latin epitaph to the 
memory of Robt Ratcliff, who was killed in a duel with Sir Saml. 
Daniel, 1685. 



ROSTHERNE. 

THIS church has scarce a vestige of good architecture, the 
greater part being as late as the age of Elizabeth. It 
consists of a nave with side aisles, a transeptal chapel on the 
north, and a chancel with a south chapel. It is spacious, but 
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low, and built of red stone. The tower at the west end is 
modern, and in the Italian style. The windows are mostly 
square-headed and large, but poor. The arches of the nave are 
pointed, the piers on the south octagonal and ill-formed, without 
proper capitals ; on the north are some circular ones, probably the 
vestiges of earlier work, and on the north is a small clerestory of 
square windows. In the north chapel, on its west side, is a 
small window of two lights, with tracery of curvilinear character 
stopped up. On the north side of the chancel is a rude pro- 
jecting pointed door, surmounted by an image. In the north 
wall of the chancel is a slab, with the effigy of a cross-legged 
knight, set upright The shield of the knight bears the arms 
of Venables, and the tSi^ is of the fourteenth century. It lay 
formerly under a sepulchral canopy in the wall, and is repre- 
sented in the curious Mainwaring book existing at Peover. The 
south chapel has been modernized in a mixed Gothic and Grecian 
style, and contains the pew of the Egertons of Tatton. There 
is a small organ at the west end. 



1893. 

The church was restored in 1888. The window in the north transep- 
tal chapel, which was stopped up, has been opened out; the organ is in 
this chapel. The clerestory on the south of the nave has three dormer 
windows. The roofs throughout are new, open timber. The arches 
in the chancel are new, 'two on each side. Under the eastern-most 
arch on the north has been placed on a low stone tomb the effigy of 
the knight in armour — said to be Sir Hugh Venables, who died in the 
time of Henry III. It appears originally to have been under a sepul- 
chral canopy ; it was then set upright, and it has now been restored to 
its recumbent position. A reredos of alabaster has been erected — it has 
three panels with mosaics. A new vestry is on the north side of the 
chancel. A beautiful monument by Westmacott is in the chapel of the 
Egertons of Tatton, to the memory of Charlotte Lucy Beatrix Egerton, 
aged 21. She is represented reclining, and an angel is kneeling over 
her. 
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The registers begin in 1595. 

There is a peal of six bells, rehung in 1890 — (i) "The gift of Samuel 
Egerton of Tatton Park, Esq^«, 1771, T. R.;" (2) "Chas. and John 
Rudhall, fee', 1785;" (3) "Peace and good neighbourhood, A. R., 
1717 ;" (4) "All glory be to God, 1630;" (5) " Thos. Rudhall, Gloces- 
ter. Founder, 1732;" (6) "Non nobis domine non nobis sed nomini 
tuo da gloriam, 1656. A. M., V. H. B., W. N. E., G. G. B., 1. C., 
Wardens ; Goldfield made me." 

Silver Communion Plate : — Two flagons and two patens, " Ros- 
therne;" two chalices, "Rostherne, 1771." 



WARBURTON. 

&♦ aaiecbucffl^* 1859. 

A SMALL church, chiefly curious for presenting an ecclesias- 
tical specimen of wood and plaster work. Originally it 
was probably entirely so, and wood superseded entirely the use 
of stone, but alterations have been made, and some parts have 
been reconstructed in stone and brick. As it exists at present, 
the church has a small nave and chancel, slightly distinguished, 
each with north and south aisle, and a brick tower, now mantled 
with ivy, has been added on the north side of the sacrarium. 
The north wall is still of wood and plaster framework, the south 
wall is of stone, and the aisle or chapel south of the chancel has 
a brick gable, and extends wider than the wall of the arch of the 
nave. The sacrarium is also of brick, and the tower extends 
beyond it, thus placed in an unusual position, and disturbing the 
arrangement. The church is small and confined, but its interior 
presents a quaint and uncommon appearance, from the divisions 
of the aisles being formed by rude timbers and the wood frame- 
work of the roof coming down very low, especially in the part 
which forms the chancel, the boundary of which is marked by a 
horizontal beam. The nave may be said to occupy two bays, 
the chancel one. In the nave the timber of the roof is arched, 

M 
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and rude arches with spandrels formed across the narrow 
diminutive aisles. The windows appear to be late, somewhat 
Elizabethan, with square heads and obtuse arched lights of three 
or four lights. The north aisle of the chancel is lower and 
narrower than that of the nave. The seats are all open, the 
pulpit Jacobean, the altar bears candlesticks. The font octagonal 
of debased period. It may be doubted whether any part is prior 
to the Reformation, but though rude, there is much quaintness, 
and the church is kept in excellent order. In the churchyard is 
an ancient stone coffin. 



1893. 

An earlier date (the end of the twelfth century) has been assigned to 
the building. The south side was rebuilt in stone in 1645. The timber 
work on the north side is still in good preservation. The stone coffin 
has been placed within the church. The old church is still used for 
daily prayer and for funerals. There is one bell with the founder's 
initials "R. B.** and the date "Anno Domini 1575." 

A new church, built by the late Mr. Warburton of Arley, patron of the 
living, was consecrated in 1885. It is built of red sandstone, and con- 
sists of nave, chancel, and north aisle, with solid tower at north-east, 
abutting the north side of the chancel. There is a peal of eight belis. 



ALDERLEY. 

THIS church has a west tower, a nave with side aisles, and a 
chancel. The parapets of the body and chancel are plain, 
and the roof is tiled. The tower is of late period, probably of the 
age of Elizabeth, and has a handsome battlement, some bands of 
panneling» and some shields sculptured upon it. The belfry win- 
dows are double on each side. The aisles are low and narrow, and 
the nave is divided from each of them by four low pointed arches 
with octagonal piers, above which is a clerestory with square 
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windows despoiled of their tracery. Most of the other windows 
in the nave are rectilinear, except one early curvilinear one of 
three lights, without feathering, at the west end of the south 
aisle. The east end of the nave is terminated by an arched 
gable for a bell. At the east end of the south aisle is a kind of 
chapel of two storeys, surmounted by a pediment of about the 
seventeenth century, and forming a family pew. The chancel 
has one curvilinear window with square head on the south ; the 
east window has lost its tracery. 

The south and east sides are finely mantled with ivy. The 
interior suffers in appearance from the absurd and monstrous 
painting about the arches and piers ; in other respects it is neat 
and very plain. At the west end is a tolerable organ in a 
gallery, the front of which is ornamented with armorial bearings. 
The ancient font is now outside the church, and is a good one of 
circular form, supported on shafts, with heads beneath the basin. 



1893. 

The tower is believed to be of the age of Elizabeth, from the fact of the 
arms of Chancellor Hatton being quartered on the west side under the 
string-course, below the battlement. The mouldings of the jambs of 
the west door are of a Decorated character. The early curvilinear 
window of three lights at the west end of the south aisle has had new 
tracery (in 1856) similar in character, but clumsy in detail. The south 
doorway is of the same date as the west. These two doorways and the 
ancient font (which was discovered buried near the chancel, and which 
is now in the churchyard), and probably the old chancel, if it were still 
standing, would all point to a church of the fourteenth century. The 
chancel was rebuilt in 1856. The whole of the interior surfaces of the 
walls were plastered over, and the piers and columns were painted over 
with grotesque faces. This was all tooled off in 1877 ; some of the 
columns had to be taken out, and new bases and foundations were 
supplied. The floor was reduced to its original level. The plaster 
ceilings were removed from the nave and aisles, displaying the old span 
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and purloins of the roofs, in which oak boarding was inserted; open 
seats were substituted in the nave for high-backed pews. A chancel 
screen has since been erected, and the aisles supplied with benches. 
In the chapel at the east end of the south aisle is the pew of Lord 
Stanley of Alderley. On the panels in front are emblazoned six coats 
of arms of ancestors. In the chancel are several monuments of the 
Stanley family. It is said that the church was originally dedicated to S. 
Lawrence, and Wakes' Sunday being near S. Lawrence's day has been 
considered confirmatory evidence of this. 

The registers begin in 1629. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Paten, " The gift of Thomas Holinshead 
of Haywood to the church of Alderley, in the county of Chester, gent**, 
1714 ; " flagon, " The gift of the Rev. Mr. Croft, Rector of the parish of 
Alderley, a.d. 1753." 

There is a peal of six bells. 

In the chancel is a brass with inscription : — 

"EAniZE TIMhN Figure of shepherd with TOUS FONEIS 
nPA'SEIN sheep on shoulders. KALflS" 

" The memory of Edward Shipton, master 

of arts, and rector of this church, who 

dyed the eighth day of September in 

the yeare of our Lord Christ one 

thousand six hundred and thertye." 

" Here lyes below an aged sheepheard clad in heavy clay, 
Those stubbome weedes which come not off" until the judgement day, 
Whilom hee led and fed with welcome paine his careful sheepe, 
Hee did not feare the mountains highest tops, nor vallyes deepe. 
That hee might save from hurte his fearful flocke, which was his care. 
To make them strong hee lost his strength, and fasted for ther fare, 
How they might feed, and grow, and prosper, he did dayly tel. 
Then having shewd them how to feed, hee bade them all farewell." 
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GAWSWORTH. 

&♦ 3|ame0. 

THIS is a neat but not spacious rectilinear church, consisting 
only of a nave and chancel without aisles, and a handsome 
lofty tower at the west surmounted by a battlement and eight 
crocketed pinnacles. The belfry windows are double on each 
side, and there are fine bands of panneling, also canopied niches 
in the buttresses at the angles of the tower; there are also 
shields on the tower — its height is about 100 feet. There is a 
south porch with a plain parapet and some niches, and a door 
with a Tudor arch. The nave has three windows on each side, 
the chancel has two, all of which are of three lights, and those of 
the nave larger and with better tracery. In some are remains of 
stained glass with armorial bearings. The roof of the nave is of 
timber, the beams resting on stone corbels representing angels 
bearing shields. The chancel has a much richer roof, forming a 
flat arch divided into panneled compartments, with elegant 
tracery and carving about the beams. The east window is of 
five lights. There is no chancel arch. The arch to the tower is 
lofty, with good mouldings. The font is octagonal, with plain 
panneling on each face. In the chancel are several gorgeous 
tombs of the mixed style of the seventeenth century, rich in 
marble sculpture and painting, chiefly to the Fyttons. One has 
the principal figure represented without a head. In the church- 
yard is a cross on a sculptured pedestal, on which is represented 
a hare and hounds. 



1893. 

One of the carved finials of the canopy moulding, which surmounts 
the west window of the porch, shows a rose enclosing two heads. This 
is supposed to represent the union of the Houses of York and Lancaster 
under Henry VII., at the conclusion of the Wars of the Roses, and thus 
to determine the date of that part of the building. On the tower four- 
teen armorial shields are carved.* The registers begin in 1567. 

» See Ancient Parish of Prestbury^ vol xcvii., Publications of the Chetham Society. 
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Silver Communion Plate : — Large paten, " Panis enim Dei est qui 
de cselo descendit, et dat vitam mundo. For the use of Gawsworth 
Church Easter day April i6 1843 f small paten, old but no date, "Verba 
quae ego loquor spiritus sunt et vita;" small chalice, same date, " Caro 
non prodest quicquam, spiritus est qui vivificat;'* large chalice, "I. H.S. 
The gift of W"^ Hall, A.M., Rect** of Gawsworth, 1763." 

There is a peal of six bells which have been rehung. 

In 1851 three mural paintings were discovered on removing layers of 
whitewash — figures of S. Christopher, and S. George, and the Last 
Judgment 

There is a marble monument with the arms of Fitton and the recum- 
bent effigies of Sir Edward Fitton (first baronet), in plate armour, and 
his lady. Beneath are ten figures kneeling. The inscriptions are : — 

"A monum"* erected by the lady Ann 

Fytton to the memory of her 

deare husband sir Edward Fytton, 

baronet, who departed this life 

May 10, Anno Dom. 16 19 

et etatis 47.*' 

On the lower tablet : — 

''Least tongues to future ages should be dumb, 
The very stones thus speake above our tombe, 
Loe two made one, whence sprang these many more. 
Of whom a King once prophecy'd before : (Psa. 128) 
Here's the blest man, his wife the fruitful vine. 
The children th'olive plants, a gracefull line, 
Whose soules and body's beauties sentence them 
Fittons to weare a heavenly diadem." 
There is another monument with recumbent eflftgies of Sir Edward 
Fitton (second baronet), in plate armour, and his wife Lady Jane, with 
their only daughter kneeling at their heads. The inscription is : — 

" M. S. 

Inter nobilissimos majores ipse maximus 

D. Eduardus Fytton de Gawsworth, baronettus, 
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heic situs est, 

qui antiquiss. Fyttonor* gentem 

clausit simul atq ; implevit, 

ultimus primusq', sic fata voluere ; 

nempe ut vetusto stirpis splendori coronidem sumam imponeret, 

in se uno omnium virtutes atq ; praeconia congessit, 

decus, robur, fulgorem corporis, 

candorem, fidem, probitatem animi ; 

hoc sibi proprium habuit, quod pacis gremio lactatus, 

belli furiis implicitus nemo grandius intonuit, 

nee rem Martis prius inexpertam prseclarius gessit ; 

a Carolo (beatiss. martyre) trib. mil insignitus 

illius angustiis periculisq ; fidus comes adhaesit, 

nee spernendis copiis auxilium gratum tulit, 

primum ad Edghill, ubi die cruento tormentis regiis praefectus 

omnibus magis tormentis rebelles turmas concussit, 

dein ad Banburiam^ Brainford, Redding, atq : alibi saepius, 

nunquam sine laude et lauro cum Cestriensibus suis 

fortissime meruit, 
demum Bristolliae, sed urbe capta, atq ; triumphans, 

Heu occidit ! " 

" Uxores duxit duas. lectissimas utrasq : 

primam Janam, fil D Job. Trevor, 

in comit Denbigh militis, 

e qua filiolam unicam sed imature ereptam suscepit ; 

alteram, sed nuUi secundam, Feliciam, 

filiam D Rad. Sneyd in agro Stafford, armig 

quam tristiorem, quia improlem, reliquit. 

Denatus Bristollias mense Aug, quo et natus 

An® D. MDCXLiii, aetat xliii. 

ibi fidum cor, cerebrum, et moUia viscera 

in B Petri templo fragili uma conduntur ; 

reliquus cinis Oxon. primo ob bellicas turbas depositus, 

inde demum post xx annos intercepedinem 

infractus, illaesus, heic 

in Gawsworthae suae dilectiss sinu prout voluit, requiescit, 
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Baronis de Brandon, 

Sororis filii, 

quem heredem instituit, 

Celebrate posteri." 

Another recumbent effigy in plate armour represents Francis Fitton, 
Esquier, who died June 17th, 1608. 

Another monument is an altar tomb with five figures at the side. The 
principal figure is Dame Alice Fitton, widow of Sir Edward Fitton, knt. 
In front of her are her two sons kneeling, and behind her, two daughters 
kneeling; one of these is Mary Fitton,' maid of honour to Queen Eliza- 
beth, who is said to be the subject of some of Shakespeare's sonnets 
(cxxvii.-cxlvi.). 

The first Sir Edward Fytton, knt, is commemorated by a brass tablet 
fixed on the north wall of the chancel. It is a replica of one in S. 
Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, where Sir Edward was buried. He was 
Treasurer of Ireland under Queen Elizabeth, and died July 3rd, 1579. 

A curious legend in Latin is to be seen over the door of the old hall. 
It surrounds, enclosed in a riband, the arms and quarterings of the first 
Sir Edward Fytton. The whole is in stone, carved in relief at Galway 
for the knight The legend runs : — " Fit onus leve et jugum suave 
unum quodque nihil omne totum." The first two words are clearly a 
play on the family name, but the translation has puzzled the best Latin 
scholars. 



MACCLESFIELD. 

THE parochial chapel consists of a capacious modern body, 
with a curious ancient chapel attached to the south side, 
and a handsome rectilinear tower at the west end. The body is 
plain but neat, without pretension to any architectural beauty; the 
interior handsomely fitted up with pews and galleries, has a good 
organ, and a large modern painted east window. The chancel 

' See Dictionary of National Biography^ vol. xix. p. 82. 
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seems to be part of the original structure, and has some modern 
Gothic work about it, and a pointed arch opening to the nave. 
In the north wall is the ^^%y ^f ^ knight in alabaster, and on 
the south side an alabaster altar tomb with the figure of a man, 
having his arms crossed. There is a chapel on the north side of 
the chancel, open to it by a panneled pointed arch, in which is 
the figure of an ecclesiastic under an arch in the wall. The east 
window is an imitation of curvilinear tracery. The chapel on the 
south side belonged to the Rivers family, and has some fine 
rectilinear work, but is much mutilated and neglected, and quite 
shut out from the church. It has a magnificent porch of three 
storeys, which has a rich doonvay with a Tudor arch having a 
panneled band over it, and a niche on each side ; there are also 
niches on the buttresses, and square-headed side windows ; above 
the door is a fine oriel window — the upper part has no battlement. 
The west porch of the Rivers chapel is tower-like, and recalls 
that of Astbury church — having a separate roof; probably it was 
intended to finish it as a tower. The east end of this chapel has a 
three-sided spire with closed windows. The windows on the south 
have good hoods and gurgoyles. The chapel seems never to have 
been properly finished. The chapel itself has a large and rather 
late window of nine lights, with square head. The interior con- 
tains three very rich tombs of good character, with triangular 
crocketed canopies surmounting the arches under which they are 
placed, the space between the arch and the canopy being filled 
with foliage. One of these tombs is on a larger scale than the 
others ; it is an altar tomb enriched with niches containing figures, 
and upon it are two figures ; within the arch above it is some fine 
pierced panneling, part of which is glazed. There is also a later 
tomb to Savage, Earl of Rivers, who died 1694, with some good 
sculpture, especially a curtain which is finely represented in stone. 
In the east wall are some niches and panneling, and on the north 
side two other altar tombs beneath canopies ; the whole of these 
are in very bad condition. The tower of the church is embattled, 
and has a fine band of panneling over the west door, and another 

N 
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beneath the parapet. Above the west window are three rich 
canopied niches, and the belfry windows are double on each side. 



1893. 

This church is undergoing restoration. The chancel has been 
lengthened, the galleries removed, the old pews in the nave replaced by 
chairs, the flooring covered with wood blocks, the vaults having been 
filled in with concrete, a new chapel built on the north side of the chan- 
cel (with a second altar), clergy and choir vestries on the south side, 
large new organ presented. 

The registers begin in 1572. 

There are sixteen armorial shields carved on the north and west 
sides of the tower.' 

The altar tomb on the south of the chancel has two effigies — a knight 
in armour and lady, his right hand holding her left hand — Sir John 
Savage, knt,, died Nov. 22nd, 1495, and Catherine, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Stanley, knt. The figure of the ecclesiastic has been moved 
from the chancel to the western-most of the three tombs w^ith triangular 
crocketed canopies in the Rivers or Savage chapel. It is supposed to 
be the effigy of a member of the Liversage family. 

The two effigies on the eastern-most of the three tombs are Sir John 
Savage, knt, in armour, who died July 26th, 1528, and Lady Elizabeth, 
daughter of the Earl of Worcester. In front of the tomb is a shield, 
supported by two youths ; and six standing figures. The large tomb, 
with semi-recumbent effigy of Thomas Earl Rivers, who died Sep. 14th, 
1694, is at the east of the chapel. At the west is the monument, with 
effigy of Sir John Savage, knt, who died Dec. 5th, 1597, and Lady 
Elizabeth, daughter of the Earl of Rutland. On the north side of the 
chapel, under two arches, are the effigies of Sir John Savage, knt, in ar- 
mour, killed at the siege of Boulogne, 1492, and of Sir John Savage, 
knt, in armour, commander at the battle of Bosworth Field, died March 
3nd, 1527. The Savage (Rivers) chapel was built by Thomas Savage, 
Archbishop of York, 1501. 

In the Savage chapel is the famous Pardon Brass. Originally it con- 
sisted of three parts ; on the left, Roger Legh, kneeling, his six sons 

' See Ancient Parish of Prestbury^ vol. xcvii.. Publications of the Chetham Society. 
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behind him, over his head a scroll with the words — "A dampnacoe 
p'petua liba nos dne." On the other side, Elizabeth his wife, her seven 
daughters behind her, over her head a scroll with the words — "In die 
judicii liba nos diie." In the centre the Mass of S. Gregory. Pope 
Gregory the Great is represented praying before the altar for a proof of 
our Lord's presence in the sacrament, and our Lord appears to him, 
with the marks of the wounds in His hands and side. Under is in- 
scribed — " The p'don for saying of a paternost' & v aues and a cred is 
XXVI. thousand yeres and xxvi. dayes of pardon." 

The inscription under the figures : — 

" Orate p aiabs Rogeri legh et Elizabeth ux'is sue qui quidm Rogerus 
obiit \\\f die Novembris hP dni m^^v^'vj® Elzabeth vero obiit v** die Octobris 
A° dni MoccccLXXxix** quor' aiabs ppicietur de*." 

The figures of Elizabeth Legh and her daughters have disappeared. 

In the Lyme chapel there is a brass plate ; the first part of the inscrip- 
tion runs : — 

" Here lyeth the bodie of Perkin a Legh, 

That for King Richard the death did die, 

Betrayed for righteousnes ; 

And the bones of Sir Peers his sonne, 

That with King Henrie the fift did wonne 

In Paris." 

On a brass in the church is inscribed : — 

"Joanni Brounswerdo, Maclesfeldensi Ludimagistro viro pio pariter 
ac docto, hie sepulto et repulverescenti Thomas Newton, Butlensis, 
pietatis, gratitudinis, et officii ergo, p.'* 

"Alpha poetarum, Coryphaeus Grammaticorum, 
Flos paedagogwn, hac sepelitur humo. 
Obiit 15 April, 1589." 

There is a peal of ten bells, rehung in 1891 — (i) "The gift of William 
Whiston, Esq., Langley, J. Taylor & Co., Loughborough, i89i;*'(2) 
" The gift of David Clarke, Esq., Park House, J. Taylor & Co., Foun- 
ders, Loughborough, April, 1891 ;" (3) "When us you ring, we'll sweetly 
sing, 1777;" (4) "Prosperity to this town, 1777;" (5,6) "Thomas 
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Rudhall, Gloucester, Founder, 1777;" (7) "T. R., 1777 ;" (8) ** We 
were cast by subscription in the year 1777 ;" (9) '^T. R., 1777 ;" (10) 
" Recast by John Rudhall, 1822." 

Silver Communion Plate : — Two flagons, " The gift of Thomas Hey- 
wood of Macclesfild, Alderman ; " chalice and paten, "The gift of Philip 
Higginbotham, Dier ; " chalice and paten, " The gift of Roger Snelson, 
Dier;'' paten, "J.N.P.I. M.E.M. H. H.;" chalice, '*I.H.S.;" Two 
alms dishes, "Hannae Eccles Ecclesiae Macclesfieldiensi donum a.d. 
MDCCLViii. Hoc pietatis suae testimonium Josephus Exrcles generosus 
a dicti Hanni conjuge charissimi moriturus expetivit" 



MARTON (Chapel in Prestbury). 

&♦ Hamejf. 1853. 

THIS church is an interesting and complete specimen (save 
the chancel) of the curious wood and plaster building, as 
adapted to an ecclesiastical edifice. It comprises a nave and 
chancel, each with narrow aisles, under the same roof, and a 
western belfry ; but the chancel has been rebuilt in brick. The 
whole of the nave is of very good wood and plaster frame-work, 
lately put into excellent condition ; the windows square-headed 
of three lights, with wooden mullions, and tracery rather of a 
Decorated character. There is a south porch of similar character, 
the sides of open wood panneling. The steeple is something like 
the specimens that occur in Hants in its arrangement — a low 
square substruction, which is of wood frame-work, having a sloping 
roof, upon which rises a small wooden spire. On the west side 
there is a door. The interior is in excellent order, and has an in- 
teresting appearance with its open low benches and curious wooden 
arcades, which when we visited it were tastefully adorned with 
wreaths of evergreens. The aisles are narrow and shed-like, but 
the arcades are regularly formed. In the nave are three wooden 
arches of pointed form, rising from slender octagonal columns. 
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also of wood, with capitals. These arches reach to the roof, and 
there are also pointed arches of timber carried across the nave, 
and across the aisles, with open spandrels. 

The chancel is of two bays, with incongruous modern arcades. 
The windows are closely set, the pulpit Jacobean, the seats all 
open and uniform, the font a plain octagonal bowl. In the 
churchyard are two ancient sepulchral effigies, much decayed, 
and the shaft of a cross. 



1893. 

The church was restored in 1871, and the chancel rebuilt in timber 
and plaster. The font is a large leaden four-sided basin, with wooden 
supports, on a stone base, and enclosed in wood, with wood and iron 
cover. 

The sculptured effigies of knights are now in the belfry tower. The 
cross in the churchyard has been restored. 

The registers begin in 1725. The oldest register has disappeared. 

There are three bells — (i) "1598, God save our Queen and Realm;" 
(2) " 1663, Jesus be our speed ;'* (3) " 1758." 



PRESTBURY. 
fe. ^tttU 1833. 

THIS is rather a handsome church, with a nave and side 
aisles, a chancel, and a western tower. The latter is 
rectilinear, with a battlement and four crocketed pinnacles, some 
good gurgoyles, and a band of panneling. The roof is tiled, of 
high pitch, and at the east of the gable of the clerestory is a bell 
niche. There is a south porch, enriched with pinnacles. The 
south aisle is narrow, the north wider. On each side are five 
pointed arches of Early English character. On the north, the 
piers are alternately circular and octagonal, with some nail-head 
ornament in the capitals. On the south the piers are clustered 
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with foliated capitals. The clerestory windows on the north are 
square-headed and late. There are some curvilinear windows 
in the aisles, one of three lights, and some are late and bad 
rectilinear. The chancel has been much modernized within ; it 
has three Early English lancets on the north, with clustered 
shafts within ; there is also one curvilinear window, and at the 
east end a singular one of rectilinear tracery with five lights and 
alternate transoms. Other windows are late and poor. In the 
south wall is a tomb under a crocketed canopy. On the north 
side is a slab to " Edward Warren of Poynton, Knight, whyche 
depted from thys transitory lyffe Xlld. of October MCCGCCLVII." 
The font is circular, with heads round its base, upon four shafts. 
In the south aisle is another slab, with effigy of a knight. There 
is a fine organ. In the churchyard is a very curious ancient 
chapel of Early Norman work; it consists of a nave and chancel, 
with a projection for the altar. There are two plain small 
windows on each side of the nave, and one in the chancel. At 
the east end, one of circular form. The west doorway has three 
fine bands of moulding, with knobs, chevron, and other ornaments, 
especially a curious mixture of fabulous birds within scrolled 
medallions. The shafts have plain capitals, and above it are 
seven images, stiff and rude, but well preserved, and in the interior 
is also some sculpture over the door. The arch between the body 
and chancel is plain. Near the church is a fine specimen of an 
ancientrblack and white house. 
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The tower has eight crocketed pinnacles, and two bands of panneling. 
The bell niche is really a bell-cot surmounting the eastern gable of the 
nave, and contains the old Sancte bell named in the Inventories of 1602 
and 1692, though not included in the return of the Commissioners of 
1547, having apparently been taken down and hidden in anticipation of 
their visit. Only one pier on the south side of the nave is foliated, the 
others have mouldings only. The clerestory windows " on the north ** 
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should be " on the south." Those on the north were filled up with 
brick and plastered over until 188 1, when they were opened out There 
is a two (not thi;pe)-light pointed window, of flamboyant character, in S. 
Nicholas chapel, at the east end of the south aisle. The three Early 
English lancets should be one triple lancet The slab \n the south aisle, 
with efl!igy of a knight, should be effigies of Jasper Worth, Esq , and his 
wife. 

The semi-circular tympanum on the head of the doorway of the Early 
Norman chapel, which had disappeared, was discovered by Mr. James 
Croston in 1882, it having been built up in the wall inside,. and covered 
over with plaster, probably when the building was repaired in 1747. It 
has since been cleaned and restored to its original position. The sculp- 
ture, which apparently dates from the close of the eleventh or beginning 
of the twelfth century, represents the Saviour ascending to Heaven. 
The head is encircled by a cruciform nimbus, and the entire figure is 
surrounded by an aureole, in the form of a vesica piscis, borne by 
winged angels draped in flowing vestments. This ancient and most 
interesting sanctuary has lately been re-roofed and fitted up for public 
worship. 

The black and white house near the church was the vicarage of by- 
gone days. It has lately been put into thorough repair. 

The full inscription on the slab with figure of knight in plate armour 

is : — 

" Here lyeth the bodye of 

Edwarde Warren of Poynton, Knyghte, wyche dep'ted 

from thys transitory lyfife the xii 

day of October in the yere 

of our Lorde God cm<»ccccc<>lviii<' whose soule God 

pardon Amen." 

On another slab, with a cross having debased ornamentation : — 

" Hie jacet Reginaldus Legh ar 
mig* filius Roberte Legh (mil) quondam d'n' d' adlyng 

ton (qui Regi)nold 's fuit p 

cipius adjutor (in edifaca'c o'e companilis et porticu) 

eccVie aedificavit (de p*priis suptibus) obiit (xiii) die Julii 

an. d. MCCCC^LXXXii^** 
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The tomb in the south wall of the chancel is an alabaster slab with 
figures — the man in full armour, his wife by his side in long flowing 
robe — with inscription : — 

" Hie jacent Rob'tus Dounes armig* et Matilda ux' ej' et Rob'tus 
Douues filius dicti Rob'ti et Emmota uxor ej* filia Rog'ri Bouthe armig* 
et dictus Rob^tus Dounes obiit in vigilia Sci' Laurenc* martyris Ano 
Dni' Mccccxcv, Amen." 

A small brass plate in the west face of the chancel arch is inscribed: — 

" Heere under lieth buried Edward Newton, late of Butley, yeman, 
who deceassed ye xii'*» day of May, 1589, being of the age of 72 years, 
and having had by Alyce his wife (with whom he lyved in wedlocke 50 
years) seven sonnes and seven daughters, whereof four sonnes, Thomas, 
Edward, Will'm, and Philip, and five daughters, Anne, Elizabeth, 
Thomazin, Helen, and Marie, survived their father. Thomas Newton 
filioru primogenitus charissimo patri monumentu hoc pietatis et officii 
ergo P. 12 of September, 1589." 

The registers begin in 1560. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Large flagon with cover, " This is the 
plate of Prestbury Church ; " two large cups, " Prestbury Communion 
Cupp ; " smaller chalice, " Prestbury Communion Cupp ; " two patens, 
" Prestbury Church ; " two alms dishes, a large alms dish, " Prestbury 
Almes Basyn, 1584." This is evidently modern, as the Hall mark is of 
the present Queen's reign. The rest of the plate is of sixteenth and 
seventeenth century work. 

There is a peal of eight bells and the Sancte belL The large bell is 
inscribed — " These eight bells were cast in the first year of the reign of 
King George the Fourth, 1820, Richard Legh, Esq., Patron, Rev. John 
Browne, Vicar, Thos. Brodbelt, W™ Robinson, Sam* Bradley, Thos. 
Rowbotham, Churchwardens, Jos** Reddish, Parish Clerk, Peter Boond, 
Sexton. T. Mears of London, fecit." 

At the restoration of the church some portions of an Anglo-Saxon 
stone cross covered with sculptured ornament were discovered, also a 
number of early sepulchral memorials, incised cross slabs, carved recum- 
bent gravestones, coffin lids, and a large stone coffin. 
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POTT SHRIGLEY. 
&♦ Cf)rt0top]&en 1859. 

THE church of this pretty secluded village is a well-preserved 
late Perpendicular building, well cared for, and in good 
repair. It has a nave with north and south aisles, chancel, and 
western tower. The tower is another specimen of the late Perpen- 
dicular steeple, resembling Taxall and Disley, with battlement 
and eight plain pinnacles, corner buttresses, belfry windows of 
two lights, west window of three, and mutilated. The west 
doorway is of different kind, having its soffit moulded. The 
wood over the west doorway has head corbels. The tower arch 
to the nave is plain pointed. The nave is divided from each 
aisle by two large pointed arches. On the south the central pier 
is octagonal, on the north clustered of three shafts, and doubtful 
whether earlier. The windows on the south have wide pointed 
arches, without foils, except that at the east, which is of better 
Perpendicular character, and has externally a hood with very 
large head corbels. On the north, one window is square-headed, 
one has a flat arch. The chancel arch is wide and depressed 
The east window of three lights has painted glass and good bold 
heads externally for corbels to its hood. North and south of 
the chancel the windows are of two lights. The roofs are open, 
panneled, and decorated with colour and gilding. The church 
is pewed, but in a very uniform style, and has a small west 
gallery with an organ. 
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The small west gallery is used as a belfry. There is no organ in the 
church. The registers begin in 1619. 

Silver Communion Plate: — Flagon, chalice, larger and smaller 
paten, " 1711 ;*' small palen, " 1576 ;" small chalice of rare workman- 
ship, "1622." 

O 
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There are three bells (two pre-Reformation) — 
(i) "ALL MEN THAT HEAR MY MOURNFUL SOUND 
REPENT BEFORE YOU LYE IN GROUND. 
1607. AN DOVNS." 

(2) "NOMEN MAGDALENE GERIT CAMPANA MELODIE;" 

(3) "SANCTE XPAFARE [Christophere] OR A PRO NOBIS." 
There is a stone cross^ the shafl below the arm eight feet high. 



SIDDINGTON. 
£111 &a{nt0. 1853. 

THIS chapel, not far distant from Marton, has probably 
once been a similar specimen of the ancient wood and 
plaster church, of which original traces still remain in the chancel, 
the south porch, and the belfry, but the walls of the nave are 
wholly rebuilt in brick, so that the original character is more 
than half obliterated. The belfry, set over the west end, is gabled, 
and has some character with its black and white timbers. The 
porch is similar, with open sides, but stone roof. The chancel is 
pretty complete, its timber work is, however, ruder than at Mar- 
ton, the east gable overhangs on its upper part like many 
domestic specimens, the windows small, square-headed, and of 
two lights. The interior is less well kept, and greatly inferior to 
that at Marton, but has open seats, and a late Perpendicular 
wood screen across the entrance to the chancel. There is an 
adjunct or excrescence on the north side, near the west end, 
which retains the black and white timbers. The situation is fine, 
and there is a good view to the east, in which a fine old timber 
house forms a chief feature. In the churchyard is the shaft of a 
cross. 
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The church has been restored ; new windows put in, new seats, west 
gallery, and font. 



Siddington and Astbury. 99 

The registers begin in 1722. 

In 1792 the church was broken into, and the silver communion plate 
carried off; it consisted of a flagon, silver chalice and cover, with "1596*' 
engraved. 



ASTBURY. 

THIS spacious and beautiful church is amongst the finest 
churches of Cheshire. It has a nave and chancel, with 
side aisles extending to the east end, and a tower surmounted by 
a spire at the north-west end of the north aisle. The main 
features are Decorated and rectilinear, with much that is good, 
and some singularities ; externally there are some indications of 
Early English in the chancel. There are west, north, and south 
porches ; that to the west is very singular, being three stages in 
height, as if it was intended to form a steeple, and does not ex- 
tend the whole breadth of the middle aisle. Its character is 
early rectilinear, and it is surmounted by a battlement. . There 
are two heights of windows, the upper of two lights, with tran- 
som, the other of three lights. Over the doorway is a small 
niche with crocketed canopy, but the image has been destroyed. 
Within is the beginning of a groined ceiling, with figures at the 
angles playing on musical instruments. The south porch is 
decidedly Decorated of two stages, having a fine battlement, and 
band of square flowers ; within it are stone seats, and trefoil 
niches ; the outer doorway has fine mouldings like the arches of 
the nave ; the ceiling is flat, of wood, divided into panneled com- 
partments, filled with quatrefoiled circles ; the door within the 
porch is Decorated, with continued mouldings — it has fine wood- 
work, and bands of square flowers, an ornament very prevalent 
in this church. The south porch has a parvise with two-light 
flamboyant window. The whole church has a fine battlement, 
and beneath it the above ornament in the cornice. In the chan- 
cel the cornice has somewhat of an Early English character. 
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The tower is plain, without battlements — it seems to be Early 
English, and has some lancet windows ; the belfry windows of 
two lights, and crowned by a plain, but not ill-proportioned 
spire. Adjoining the steeple on the north side is another porch, 
of which the door has its woodwork enriched with square flowers. 
At the west end of the nave are two long narrow rectilinear 
windows, each with transom and four lights, set on either side 
the west porch, and having a singular effect. The interior is 
very handsome. The nave has five pointed arches on each side, 
the chancel has two, which, together with the piers, are of rec- 
tilinear character ; the mouldings of the arch being carried down 
the piers without capitals, and a shaft in front of eaeh pier, 
whence spring the ribs of the roof ; the responds have clustered 
shafts. Above the arch is a string-course. The clerestory 
windows are very large, and of four lights without foils. The 
ceiling of the nave is a very fine one, of wood, with panneled 
compartments, foliated bosses, and pendants, which mark a late 
period. The cornice is also rich and inscribed with names. 
The nave is very fine and wide. The north aisle has flat ceiling, 
with bold bosses and figures of angels. The north aisle has 
Decorated windows of two lights, that to the west, of four, has 
flamboyant tracery. The south aisle has a still richer ceiling, 
with panneled compartments, and finely worked bosses, and the 
figures of angels bear shields charged with emblems of the Cruci- 
fixion. The east and west windows of this aisle are of five lights 
and rectilinear tracery, the others are Decorated and of two 
lights. The western arch on the south side springs from clustered 
shaft, with fine foliated capital. There is a neat modern Gothic 
gallery at the west end, containing a handsome organ. There is 
no chancel arch. Between the nave and chancel is a fine wood 
screen, with rich vine leaf cornice, and arched compartments filled 
with tracery of rectilinear character ; over the rood loft is a rich 
pendant ; there are also screens between the chancel and its aisles. 
The pier between the two southern arches of the chancel is 
elegant, and composed of clustered shafts ; that on the north 



Astbury. i o i 

resembles those of the nave. The east window is rectilinear, of 
seven lights, with two transoms. The ancient stalls with their 
appendages remain in good preservation. The north side of the 
chancel has three windows of two lights, without foils, and one 
trefoil lancet with good internal mouldings, and a door set ob- 
liquely under it. There is a trefoil niche, and water drain, and 
an arched recess, possibly an aumbry. In the chancel is an eagle 
desk. In the south aisle the effigy of a knight on an altar tomb 
adorned with small battlements. The font a plain octagon, with 
the date 1662, and a debased wood cover. In the churchyard is 
a rich tomb of Decorated character, having a pediment enriched 
with crockets, and flanked by pinnacles. The arch is feathered, 
and within are the effigies of a knight, Sir Ralph Brereton, and 
his lady. The base of the tomb is panneled. Near it are two 
coffin-shaped slabs, with effigies. 
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Outside the north chancel aisle, to the west of the doorway, is a trefoil 
window (closed up). In this aisle is the altar tomb, with effigy of Maria 
Egerton of the Grosvenor family. At the west end of this aisle, beyond 
the font, is seen part of an arch, which opens into the space that inter- 
venes between the aisle and the tower. In the south chancel aisle is a 
trefoil piscina, and another trefoil recess. The recumbent effigy of the 
knight has the arms of Davenport. There is a piscina in the south wall 
of the chancel. The carved pendant over the east window has represen- 
tations of our Lord's pierced hands and feet, and heart. The pendant 
over the rood-loft has a corona. Some pieces of old stained glass have 
been placed in the clerestory windows. The eagle has been moved 
from the chancel to the nave. 

The registers begin in 1572. 

Silver Communion Plate: — Two very large flagons, "This flaggon and 
such another were given for the use of the Communion Service in this 
Church by Peter Shakerley, Somarford, in this Parish of Astbury, Es*!*", 
eldest son of Sir Geoffrey Shakerley, Knight, by Katherine his first wife, 
daughter of W"* Penington of Muncaster, in the County of Cumberland, 
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Es^% 17 16;" two chalices, "Ex dono Ricardi Henshall, Anno Dom. 
1634, Astburyj" two plates, on one "The gift of Tho. Higginbotham, 
gent., to the Parish Church of Astbury, 1706 ;" two small patens. 

There are four bells — (i) "All glory be to God, 1639," P. H. on a 
shield ; (2) "God save the King, 1647," P. H. on a shield; (3) "William 
Lingard, Thomas Smalwood, Wardens, 1680," P. H. on a shield; (4) 
"Jesus be our spede, 1627." 



BARTHOMLEY. 

&♦ JBertoUne^ 1846. 

OF the usual arrangement, the chancel having side chapels. 
The tower at the west end is late Perpendicular; em- 
battled, with eight pinnacles, a panneled band under the battle- 
ment, a west door with flat arch and a poor window over it ; 
the belfry windows double, and without foils. The aisles and 
clerestory are embattled. The nave has on each side an arcade 
of four pointed arches. The piers of square form, surrounded by 
four shafts and a general horizontal capital. These are of coarse 
execution, and vary from each other; on one capital on the south 
side is a roughly sculptured Tudor flower. The clerestory win- 
dows are set closely, two over each arch, and some are mutilated. 
It is not easy to fix the date of the arcades, and they seem to 
partake of the coarse anomalous character seen elsewhere in 
Cheshire. The roof of the nave has a flat pitch, but is of oak, 
with fine panneling and bosses. In the aisles the spandrels 
seem to be of Italian work. Many of the windows have been 
mutilated. The chancel arch rises from octagonal shafts, as 
does also the tower arch. The chancel has an Early English 
triplet at the east end, and also a lancet, now closed, on the 
north. On the north of the chancel is a Norman door of rather 
curious character, and now closed. In the tympanum is a circle. 
The exterior of the chancel is much modernized. The south 
chapel is lofty. The north chapel is divided by a curious 
straight-sided arch. In the latter is a fine Perpendicular altar 
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tomb to Sir- Robert Foulshurst, the sides of the tomb with figures 
under crocketed ogee canopies. The tomb is embattled in the 
upper part. There is some wood screen work in the chancel. 
The font is large and octagonal. In the west gallery is an organ. 
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The chancel has only one .side chapel; 1485 is the suggested date of 
the arcades. The lancet on the north of the chancel is no longer 
closed. The Norman door on the north of the chancel was the 
Priests' door on the south, the fragments of which were collected and 
built into the north wall on the restoration of the chancel. In the south 
chapel are the Crewe monuments; there, too, is now the embattled 
tomb of Sir Robert de Foulshurst, esquire to James Lord Audley at 
the battle of Poicters, with recumbent effigy in armour, feet on lion, 
twelve figures of knights and ladies under Gothic arches at the side. He 
died 13th Richard III. In the same chapel is an alabaster altar tomb 
with the effigy of an ecclesiastic, his hands clasped, with shields on the 
sides. The west gallery is removed, and the organ stands at the east 
end of the north aisle. 

The Registers begin in 1562. 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "John Crew, Esq., patron, a.d. 
1743 j'* (2) "Joseph Crewe, Rector, a.d. 1743;" (3) "Peace and good 
neighbourhood attend this Parish, a.d. 1743;" (4) "G. W. Skene, 
Rector, and Joseph Lunt and J. S. Billington, Ch wardens, 1884, Billing- 
ton and Newton, Longport;" (5) "Daniel Fort and Ralp Walley, 
Churchwardens, a.d. 1743;" (6) Geo. Allsager and Abr. Meakin, a.d. 
1747 ; I to the Church the living call, and to the grave do summons all." 

There are four chained books, "Lives of the Saints." In the church- 
yard are four brasses to the Malbon family, 1 644-1 658. 



BRERETON. 

&♦ flDsftoalO^ 1853. 

THIS church is wholly Perpendicular, and consists of a 
chancel, nave with aisles, and tower engaged in the west 
end of the nave. The nave has a clerestory, and is loftier than 
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the chancel. The chancel is embattled, the rest of the body has 
moulded parapets. There is no porch, but north and south 
doorways, each of which have Tudor arches set within squares, 
and good continuous mouldings. The north door is smaller and 
plainer. The windows of the aisles are uniform, of three lights ; 
those of the clerestory set closely in pairs, each of two lights 
with obtuse arches and no foils, the hoods united, with head 
corbels at the points. The chancel has on the north and south 
windows of four lights, with transoms. The east window of five 
lights filled with new stained glass. The arcades of the nave are 
light ; four arches, one each side beyond the tower ; the piers 
clustered, of four large octagonal shafts, with capitals. The 
tower arch is continuous. There is no chancel arch. The roofs 
panneled of good plain kind. The tower is strongly built, and 
rather low, opening on the north and south by plain pointed 
arches. The space on the south used as a vestry. The tower is 
embattled and has four crocketed pinnacles, the buttresses of 
large projection, the belfry windows of two lights. On the west 
side a four-light window mutilated, the west door has continuous 
mouldings. The church is of very uniform character, and is 
pleasantly situated in a quiet churchyard near to the old hall. 
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The registers begin in 1538. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Flagon and two patens with Brereton 
arms; chalice and paten, "Gift of Hon^*« M" Elizabeth Brereton to the 
Church of Brereton;" chalice, "The gift of William Smethwick of 
Sraethwick to the Church of Brereton." 

There are five bells — (i)" Cast at the expense of Sir Lister Holt, 
Bart., 1739 ;" (2) "Prosperity to this Parish;" (3) to the Glory of God, 
1634;" (4) "God gave this Church, .... 1634;" (5) "Speed .... 
Jesus." 
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SANDBACH. 
&* 9^ar?. 1842. 

A LARGE Cheshire church, wholly Perpendicular, showy, but 
rather coarse in its workmanship. The arrangement is 
the comirton one of a west tower, body, and side aisles continued 
to the end, without architectural distinction of chancel. The 
tower is strongly built, and is chiefly remarkable for having a 
public way through its lower portion, with open arches on the 
north and south. These arches have mouldings, and spring from 
half-circular shafts, with octagonal capitals and bases, the latter 
stilted ; the buttresses of the tower are very strong, above each 
of these arches, externally, is a square aperture; the belfry storey 
has double windows each of two lights, with general c^ee canopy 
over the two (a late Perpendicular feature) and bold sloping sills. 
There is an embattled parapet with four crocketed pinnacles, 
and below it a panneled band. Within the tower is a western 
entrance to the nave with plain mouldings on foliated corbels. 
The whole of the aisles and clerestory is embattled — ^a south 
porch has been destroyed. The windows chiefly of three lights 
in the aisles and clerestory, but with late and poor tracery, some 
mutilated ; some of two lights, and at the east end of the north 
aisle are two of three lights, with obtuse heads. At the west of 
each aisle are windows of two lights, which may possibly be 
Decorated, but doubtful. The interior is spacious and lofty, but 
there are large galleries on each side encroaching on the columns^ 
and a deep one at the west end in which is an organ of some 
size. There are three pointed arches on the north side and six 
on the south, springing from octagon columns, for the north aisle 
Is continued quite to the end, the southern not entirely, there 
being space for one window of three lights on the south side of 
the altar, and the clerestory continued over it. The east window 
is of six lights with a transom, but coarse and late, and many of 
the windows have lost the foils. The south aisle is narrower 

P 
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than the northern, and part of it at the east end is used as a 
vestry. The body has a fine panneled wood ceiling, divided into 
several panneled compartments, and having foliated bosses — the 
beams and the spandrels below them have good carving, and 
rest on bold head corbels. The aisles have plainer roofs of 
similar kind. There are portions of wood work in the pewing of 
tolerably good kind. The want of a regular chancel much im- 
pairs the general effect, and the seats encroach closely upon the 
altar. The pulpit most unfortunately placed with the back to 
the altar. There is a small obtuse doorway on the south of the 
chancel. The font is curious in its appearance, with foliage upon 
it, which appears to me to be of late debased work. It is im- 
properly placed under the gallery, and excluded from sight of the 
congregation. On the south side of the churchyard is a fine old 
house of wood and plaster, with gables. In the market place are 
two very curious crosses bearing some very elegant sculpture. 

This church underwent a considerable restoration, when the 
tower and parts of the walls were rebuilt, 1847-8, G. Scott being 
the architect. The tower is a faC'Simile of the original, and the 
south porch has been restored. A sacristy added on the north 
of the chancel. A pointed arch has been added to divide the 
chancel from the nave, and others between the aisles of the two 
portions. The arcades seem also to have been reconstructed ; 
the nave arcades have seven arches, the chancel two, which are 
lower, and all the piers octagonal. Parclose screens are also 
added in the chancel. The chancel has no clerestory, by which 
new arrangement it is further distinguished from the nave. In 
fact it seems that the present chancel is altogether an extension 
of the original plan. All the benches are open and good, the 
galleries destroyed, except that at the west end of the nave 
which still contains the organ. A new font is added of third 
Perpendicular character, panneled. There is some good stained 
glass in the east window and lateral ones of the chancel. 



Sandbach and Chddkirk. ioj 

1893. 

The registers begin in 1562. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Paten and chalice, " The guift of Law- 
rence Steele sonne of Richard Steel of Sandbach in Cheshire, to the use 
of the sayd Parish of Sandebach for ever, 1656;" chalice, "Dedicated 
to the Honour of Christ our God and Saviour, For the more decent 
celebration of the H. Communion in the Parish Church of Sandbach, 
by the equal contributions of the following benefactors : John Amson 
of Lees, Esq., John Jervis of Bradwell, Esq., Jeffrey Williams, Rector 
of Astbury, Samuel AUon, Vicar of Sandbach, in the year 1734;" 
chalice, " Dedicated to the Honour of Christ our God and Saviour, For 
the more decent celebration of the H. Communion in the Parish 
Church of Sandbach, by the equal contributions of the following bene- 
factors : M" Jane Hurst of Sandbach, Spinster, Richard Maddock of 
Brickhouse, John Wilson of Sandbach, Samuel Kent of Sandbach, Gent.,' 
in the year 1734;" two patens, two flagons, plate, "The gift of the 
Rev<i Mr. Baldwin, Vicar to the parish of Sandbach, 1737." 

There is a peal of eight bells — (i) " Cast by Warner and Sons, Lon- 
don;" (2) "Thomas Welles, Vicar, A. R., 1719;'' (3) "Thomas 
Brooke, Curate, A. R., 1719;" (4) "God save the Church and King, 
A. R., 1719;" (5) "Abraham Rudhall cast us all, 17 19;" (6) "Cast by 
Warner and Sons, London, 1868;" (7) "Cast by Warner and Sons, 
London, 1858;" (8) "Alexander Tate, Thomas Evans, Wardens, 1782." 



CHADKIRK. 
&♦ CJaft^ i860. 

THIS small ancient chapel has been much modernized, and 
is but a mean fabric, consisting of nave and chancel with- 
out architectural division, and no aisles, and a wooden bell-cot.' 
The roof is covered with stone flags. In the east wall there 
remains part of the original wood and plaster work in the gable, 
and a flat arched east window of debased character. The south 
wall and windows are quite modern, the north wall also of stone, 
with some debased square-headed windows. The interior is 
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pewed, and there is a modern screen to the chancel. The chapel 
closely adjoins the hall, and the situation in a romantic wood 
and dell is romantic enough. 



1893. 

The chapel was in ruins till 1747. 

In 1876 there was a restoration, all pews and galleries were removed, 
the modem screen replaced by a simple erection of plain beams, and a 
timber porch added There are two pictures of Moses and Aaron, 
holding the two Tables of the Law, and a figure of an angel about 
three feet high on a pivot — he shows the first verse of Psalm xcv. ; when 
he is turned round, an angel, with different features and complexion, 
shows the several Hymns for the day. The font is a shallow stone shell 
on a slender round pillar — it has been turned into a flower pot. 

The registers begin in 1747. There is one belL 



CHEADLE. 

A LATE Perpendicular church of Cheshire fashion, comprising 
west tower, nave with aisles and south porch, and chancel. 
The tower is large and of a redder stone than the rest of the 
church; its parapet has a pretty good battlement, the buttresses 
at the angles — those at the two western angles terminating in 
brackets, with rudely sculptured figures. On the west side is a 
plain door and poor three-light window. The belfry windows 
are large, on each face of four lights, divided in the centre by a 
kind of buttress. The clerestory embattled, the aisles have 
sloping tiled roofs. The south porch bears the date 1637, but is 
a better composition than might have been expected at that 
period. The gable rather acute, and the upper portion, in front, 
enriched with good panneling. The outer entrance has a flat 
arch with spandrels. Within the porch the entrance to the 
church is by a doorway, with very depressed arch. The nave is 
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divided from each aisle by four lofty pointed arches, springing 
from octagonal columns, and a fifth much smaller one, on each 
side next the chancel. On one of the northern piers is a bracket 
for a statue. The windows in the side aisles are not large, some 
with three lights, and rather straight-sided arch; others, especially 
near the east end, square-headed. The clerestory has on each 
side a range of small square-headed windows of three lights, set 
closely. The side aisles terminate, eastward, in private chapels, 
enclosed by handsome wood screens, which occupy the small 
east arches of the nave and a portion of the adjoining ones. 
The chapel on the south side belongs to the Breretons of 
Handforth, and contains, on altar tombs of debased character, 
three recumbent figures of knights, of that family, in armour, 
very well executed. The screen enclosing this chapel has an 
elegant cornice, in which occurs the rebus of the Brereton 
family — ^the briar and the ton. There is some elegant tracery, 
and along the lower part the linen pattera The chapel on the 
north is called Moseley chapel, and has also a fine screen of 
somewhat earlier period, with elegant tracery, and an inscription 
partly destroyed and partly concealed by the pulpit. This has 
also the linen pattern below. The roof of the nave is panneled, 
divided into square compartments by moulded ribs, with foliated 
bosses at the points of intersection. The aisle roofs have plainer 
panneling, but rather more enriched in the Brereton chapel. 
The tower arch is pointed, with plain mouldings, within it is 
placed a good organ. The chancel arch is pointed, but the low 
roof of the chancel cuts it, so as to injure the effect looking east- 
ward. In it is a pretty good rood-lofl screen, with late tracery, 
in five divisions. The body of the church is of late date, but the 
chancel is still later, and of inferior character in every way. 
Besides which it seems out of repair, and the north and south 
walls are much out of the perpendicular. The windows square- 
headed and poor. In the eastern one some stained glass, with 
the arms of Bulkeley, etc. The roof is fiat, with strong beams, 
and the interstices plastered. The altar has good wood carving 
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of the seventeenth century. A modern stone font, imitating the 
Perpendicular style, though not very successfully, has lately been 
erected. 



1893. 

The sculptured figures are at the north-east and south-east angles of 
the tower. The tracery of the west window, and the doorway in the 
tower, have been renewed. The south porch has two pinnacles. All 
the inscription on the screen of the Moseley chapel can now be seen, the 
pulpit having been moved, and the letters restored, it now reads as 
follows : " Orate p aibs Joliis Savage militis et Elisabethae uiis ejus 
suorm filior suar liliar q. istiam capellam fieri fecernt anno a; virginis 
fnilimo quingensimo xxix.*' In 1861, new tracery of five lights was 
placed in the east window of the chancel, with new stained glass. The 
roof was opened out, raised, and panneled, and it no longer cuts the 
chancel arch. In 1878 an organ chamber and vestry were erected on 
the north of the chancel, the west gallery was taken down, open seats 
substituted for high pews throughout the churchy and the chancel screen 
restored. 

The registers begin in 1558. 

Silver Communion Plate — Chalice, "This Boule and challis Belonges 
to the Parish Church of Cheadle;*' paten, with Harrison arms, "Deo 
opt: max: D.D., R. Royston, RcC de Cheadle, tu ne despice Christe, 
A.D. 1722 ;" flagon, "The gift of M" Eliz. Jackson, widow, to Cheadle 
Church in Cheshire, ye 26 Ap^, 1734." 

There is a peal of eight bells — (i) "Taylor and Co., Loughborough, 
1882. The Spirit and the Bride say Come; Isaac Broome, 1882;" (2) 
"Taylor and Co., Loughborough, 1882. Let him that heareth say 
Come; Isaac Broome, 1882;" (3) "Vigeat ecclesia Anglicana, A. R., 
1749 ;" (4) "Floreat Episcopatus, A. R., 1749;'* (5) "Pereat Schisma, 
A. R., 1749 ;'* (6) " Abigatur infidelitas ; we were all cast at Gloucester 
by Abel Rudhall, 1749;" (7) "Pristina fidelitas restauretur, John 
Robinson, Peter Stanley, Thomas Bracegirdle, Churchwardens ; A. R., 
1749;" (8) "Gloria Deo in excelsis, Thomas Egerton, A.M., 1749." 

In the Handforth chapel is an altar tomb with alabaster recumbent 
effigies of two knights in plate armour, one in an helmet, the other bare- 
headed. 
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There is another altar tomb of a knight in plate armour, on his head 
a helmet, with arms of Brereton and Ward, and inscription : — 

" Here lyeth the body of S' Thomas 

Brereton of Handforth, barronett, 

who married Theodosia, daughter 

to the right honourable Humble 

lord Ward, and the lady Frances, 

baronesse Dudly. Hee departed 

this hfe the 7 th of January, 

anno Dom. 1673, 

iEtatis suae 43." 

In the chancel is a brass, with coat of arms : — 

'^ Hie jacet Humphridus Bulkeley armiger, filius 

et haeres Richardi Bulkeley, armigeri, et Katherinas 

uxoris filiae Georgii Nedham de Thomset in comitatu 

Derbiae ardoigeri ; Ricardus filius fuit primogenitus 

Richardi Bulkeley militis (de Beawraaris et Cheadle) per 

uxorem priorem. Humphridus Bulkeley praedict. , 

obiit octavo die Septembris, anno Domini 1678." 



DISLEY. 

. &♦ a^arp* 1859. 

THIS church requires little description, having been wholly 
rebuilt except the tower. It has a nave with aisles and 
chancel, embattled, and rather pretensions modern Gothic The 
windows have poor Perpendicular tracery. The arcades have 
octagonal pillars. There is part of a wood screen which may be 
old. The windows of the chancel have modern stained glass. 
The tower is very late Perpendicular, low, and coarse, with 
battlement and eight unfinished pinnacles. The belfry windows, 
of three lights, without foils, and of a kind not uncommon in 
the Cheshire towers; the buttresses angular, the .west window of 
three lights, mutilated. The situation of the steep churchyard 
very pretty. 
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t893. 

The wood screen has been removed. The stained glass is very 
interesting, of German design and manufacture, date 1535, illustrating 
events in the life of our Lord. There are also six panels of old German 
glass, illustrating the life of S. Elizabeth. 

The registers begin in 1591. There is a peal of six bells. 

A brass plate has an inscription in memory of Henry Sumner, 
minister of Disley, who died 21 September, 1606. 



DUKINFIELD CHAPEL. 

1864. 

THIS small chapel is rather of the domestic kind, being 
adjacent to the old hall which still remains a very good 
specimen, though partially modernized, of the fine wood and 
plaster house seen in Cheshire and Lancashire of the fifteenth 
century, and of which Bramhall is one of the finest types. The 
chapel, though wholly built of stone, is probably contemporary 
with the house. It is at present in a lamentable condition 
within, long dis-used for public worship, and in a sad state of 
dirt and decay ; used as a lumber room and a pen of peacocks 
and other fowls. 

The outside is fairly preserved, and the plan comprises a 
small nave and chancel, properly developed. The roof is covered 
with stone flags. The chancel arch is round> having a debased 
look. The east gable has three pinnacles. The east window 
has three lights with foliation ; other windows are somewhat 
similar, but unfoliated. Some portions of a wood screen remain. 

The old hall is said to have been erected in 1398, but the 
present building is later, and the chapel is late and poor 
Perpendicular. 

1893. 
Dukinfield old hall and chapel have been purchased by the 
Congregationalists. 
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MOTTRAM-IN-LONGDENDALE. 

&♦ 9^ictaeU 1855. 

A PERPENDICULAR church of the character prevalent in 
the locality, wholly temp. Henry VIII. The exterior in 
very good preservation, but the interior out of order, as well as 
exhibiting great inferiority in style to the exterior. The nave 
and chancel each have aisles, but the chancel is lovyer than the 
nave and divided from it by an arch, and extends one bay east- 
ward of the aisles. At the west end is a good tower, very con- 
spicuous from the elevated situation of the church, on a lofty and 
rather abrupt eminence. The tower, of very fair outline and 
character, is of three stages and embattled, with small broken 
pinnacles. There is a good flowered cornice beneath the battle- 
ment, belfry windows of two lights, with transom, and a west 
window of three lights, and there are corner buttresses ; and a 
shallow square stair turret to the south-east The aisles and 
south porch are embattled. The windows are mostly of three 
lights, but that at the east end of the chancel of five, with tran- 
som. The clerestoiy has been reconstructed in an ugly modern 
fashion, and is too lofty. The nave has a bad flat ceiling of 
plaster. The arcades of the nave are dissimilar and irregular, 
but both coarse and poor. On the north are four plain pointed 
arches rising from bald octagonal shafts attached to the piers, 
which have flat faces, and a fifth arch towards the east, loftier 
and with better mouldings. On the south side are six arches, of 
which five are small and low, of pointed form, on octagonal 
pillars with capitals, which are hidden by the gallery ; a sixth 
arch resembles the corresponding one on the north, but has 
apparently been altered in shape. The aisles have flat panneled 
roofs. The chancel arch is pointed, upon octagonal shafts. The 
chancel has a wide pointed arch opening to each aisle, upon 
octagonal shafts. The aisles or chapels of the chancel, which 
are private chapels, open to those of the nave by pointed arches. 

Q 
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The southern stilted. In the south chancel aisle are the sepul- 
chral effigies of a knight and lady, with hands joined in prayer. 
The faces much decayed, but the drapery of the lady is very 
good, probably of the fifteenth century. There is a vestry on 
the north of the chancel witli square-headed window. There is 
a garland suspended in the north aisle, according to annual 
custom, in memory of the rush bearing. The ancient font is 
turned into the churchyard — the bowl cylindrical. There is a 
considerable organ in the west gallery. The interior much out 
of repair, and shortly to be entirely reconstructed on a better 
plan. The view from the open and elevated churchyard is ex- 
tremely grand. 



1893. 

Improvements have been made in the church, and it is intended to 
take down the west gallery and open out the tower arch, and to place 
the organ in the north chapel. The chancel has been raised a step 
above the nave, and another step added within the sacrarium, which has 
been extended further west. The walls have been stripped of plaster. 
There is a new open roof in oak, and carved oak choir stalls. The 
nave has now an open timber roof; a costly alabaster pulpit has been 
given as a memorial. The east end of the south chancel aisle has been 
separated from the church by oak screens, and is called the Staley 
chapel. It has been fitted up with oak canopied stalls, and has a new 
roof panneled and illuminated. It contains the sepulchral effigies of a 
knight and lady, supposed to represent Sir Ralph Staveley and his 
wife, both wearing the S.S. collar. The font has been brought into the 
church, and is now by the main entrance ; it is believed to be a relic of 
an old Norman church. A stone slab within the sacrarium bears an 
incised effigy of a priest, who was rector of Mottram, which, with the 
inscription round it, is almost obliterated. The inscription was : " Hie 
jacel M agister Johannes Pyckton quondam Rector istius ecclesiae, qui 
feliciter obiit Anno Dni millimo cccccxvii. cujus animae propitietur 
Deus. Amen." 

A marble monument, with semi-recumbent effigy of Reginald Butland of 
ThornclifTe, sergeant-at-law, who died 1706, has a long Latin inscription. 
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The registers begin in 1562. 

Silver Co.rmunion Plate: — Large flagon, "The gift of Thomas 
Heginbothara of Mottram to the Parish Church, July 25, 1763;" 
smaller flagon, "The gift of William Tetlow of Mottram, 1748;" two 
chalices, " John Lawton and John Wagstaffe, Churchwardens, 1 780.*' 

There is a peal of eight bells, rehung 1885 — two recast: (i) "Mears 
and Stainbank, founders, London, Hora fugit, ora. Johannes R. C. 
Miller, Vicarius, Anno Domini 1885;" (2) "Mears and Stainbank, 
founders, London, Our voices shall with joyful sound make hill and 
valley echo round, church of S. Michael, a.d. 1885;'* (3) " Peace and 
good neighbourhood, A. R., 1723;" (4) "Prosperity to this Parish, 
A. R., 1723 ;" (5) "Tho. Robinson, Minister, A. R., 1723 f (6) "John 
Heaworth and Robert Gartside, Chwardens, A. R., 1723:" (7) "Abr. 
Rudhall cast us all, 1723;" (8) "I to the church the living call, and 
to the grave do summon all, 1731." 



TAXALL. 

&♦ 3^nte0* 1859. 

THE body modern and very poor, rebuilt in 1825. The 
tower at the west end is late Perpendicular, much of the 
same character as that of Disley. It is low and embattled, with 
eight short crocketed pinnacles, but is chiefly remarkable for 
being oblong and not square, larger from north to south than 
east to west There are small buttresses at the angles ; belfry 
windows of two lights, and west window of three, plain and poor, 
and west doorway pointed and plain. On the south side of the 
tower is a large coarse head, and a coarse band of canopied 
panneling. The situation of the church most romantic, the 
churchyard on a steep declivity commanding a view over sylvan 
scenes and a pleasant valley. 
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1893. 

This church has been restored. New chancel, organ chamber, and 
south porch have been erected, the tower arch thrown open, new 
mullioned two-light windows substituted for those in the nave, open 
timbered roof in place of plaster ceiling, church reseated. Fragments 
of the earlier church (thirteenth century) are built into the walls of the 
tower. 

The registers begin in 1608. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Paten " The gift of Thomas Higgin- 
botham, gen., to the parish church of Taxal, Anno Domini 1706;** 
chalice, "W. B., R. T., 1688 "—W. B. is William Burgess, rector of 
Taxall; large chalice, "The gift of the Communicants to the Rev. John 
Gee, Minister, John Johnson and William Slater, Churchwardens, 1706." 

There are three bells — (i) "ad. 1506. In jucunditate soni cantabo 
tibi dne dulcedine vocis cantabo tuo noe;" (2) A cross, letter S, and 
two bell-founders marks; (3) "j^- 1656. (John Scott, bell founder, 
Wigan)." 

A marble tablet has inscribed : " Underneath lyeth the body of 
Michael Heathcote, Esquire, gentleman of the Pantry, and Yeoman of 
the Mouth to His late Majesty King George the second, who died June 
the 22"**, 1768, aged 75 years." Under the altar step is inscribed: 
"Richard Shallcross, 1575." 

In the churchyard is a fine yew tree, reputed to be 500 years old. 



WILMSLOW. 

&♦ 2Bartl)olomet)o» 1834 

THIS church is of ordinary rectilinear work, and has a nave 
and chancel, with aisles continued to the east end, and a 
square embattled tower at the west end surmounted by eight 
crocketed pinnacles, with niches on some of its buttresses, and in 
its second stage a square opening containing a quatrefoiled 
circle. The south porch has some panneling and crocketed 
pinnacles. The body has no battlement. The clerestory 
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windows are square-headed of four lights, and most of those in 
the aisles are also square-headed, with labels. The nave has 
five pointed arches, the chancel two on each side, the piers 
octagonal, mostly painted in a vile imitation of marble. There 
is a plain screen with the rood-loft, beneath which is simple 
groining, and other wood screens enclose the chancel. The east 
window is of five lights. Near the altar is the figure of an 
ecclesiastic, rector of the church, recumbent on a bible. There 
is a brass in the chancel with two figures mutilated. The brass 
represents a man and woman with hands joined. In the north 
chapel of the chancel, two arches in the wall, of ogee form, with 
trefoil feathering, within which are effigies. The south chapel is 
panneled in a late style, and has a trunk ceiling. The aisle win- 
dows are numerous and closely set The font octagonal on a 
circular pillar. 



1893. 

The church was restored in 1863. The plaster scraped from the 
walls and the paint from the pillars, galleries taken down, new seats, 
chancel arch built, the old font banished to the churchyard, and an 
inferior new one substituted. The gravestone, with sculptured cross, of 
Sir Henry Knight, the first chantry priest of Jesus Chapel (1548), 
removed from Jesus (Trafford) Chapel and reared up outside the church. 

There is an ancient crypt with three sedilia immediately below the 
altar. 

The belfry stage of the tower with the pinnacles was rebuilt in 1887. 
It had long been in a ruinous condition. The south porch has also 
been rebuilt, an exact reproduction of the former porch, each stone 
having been numbered and replaced, and a new vestry added on the 
north side of the Trafford Chapel. 

The registers begin in 1558. 

Silver Communion Plate: — Handsome silver gilt cup and paten 
(modern). 

There is a peal of six bells, rehung in 1888 by Taylor of Lough- 
borough — (i) "Prosperity to the Church of England, A. R., 1733;" 
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(2) " Peace and good neighbourhood, A. R., 1733 ;*' (3) " Prosperity to 
this Parish, A. R., 1733 ;'' (4) "George, Earl of Warrington, and Hum- 
phrey Trafford, Esq., Lords of Wilmslow Parish, 1733;" (5) "Isaac 
Shaw, Jas. Whittaker, Davenport Meire, and W™ Boulton, Ch. Wardens, 
Jf 733 \ " (6) " We were all cast at Gloucester by Ab. RudhalL" There is 
also a small bell with letters W. S., R. N., H. H., G. K., 1657, C. W., 
1^- the mark of John Scott, bell-founder at Wigan. 

The altar tomb in the chancel with recumbent effigy of a tonsured 
ecclesiastic is that of Henry Trafford, D.D., rector of Wilmslow, who 
rebuilt the church in 1522. The inscription is : — " Hie jacet corp M" 
Henr'ci Traefort, Sacre theologie doctoris lice'ciat, quo*d' ca'cellarii 
metropolit' eccFie Ebor' et rectoris de Bolton pcy rectoris etia* eccli'e de 
Siglisthorne, et i'ti's eccli'e qui obiit primo die me's* Augusti ann* D*ni 
Mcccccxxxviio cuj* ai'e o'ipote's De* sit p'p'ti." 

The effigies in the north chapel of the chancel are those of Humphrey 
Newton and his wife. The fine brass in the chancel is that of Sir 
Robert Booth of Dunham, and Dulcia Venables his wife. The knight 
is in plate armour, and holds his lady's hand, his feet are on a grey- 
hound. The lady has long flowing hair, a dog is at her feet Part only 
remains of the inscription, which originally read : — " Hie jacent corpus 
Rob'ti del Bouthe militi' quonda dni de Bolyn Thometon et Dunham, 
qui obiit in festo sc'e Edithe Virginis ano dni milimo cccclx<> et corpus 
Dulcie ux*is d'ci Rob'ti del Bouthe que obiit in crastio Sc*e Tecle 
Virginis anno Domini millimo cccc° quinquagesimo tercio quorum 
animabus propirietur deus. Amen." 



BACKFORD. 
&♦ flD0toaHl* 1862. 

THIS church has modern nave of brick, chancel, and western 
tower. The nave was erected in 173 1 in the quasi-Italian 
style, with stone groins, is divided internally by columns, and is 
on the whole neatly fitted up, considering the architecture. 
Part of an octagonal pier and capital is seen forming the west 
respond of an arcade. The chancel arch is plain and pointed. 
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The chancel has an east window of three lights, with monials 
simply crossing, without foliations; and on the north is a similar 
window of two lights. These may probably be early Decorated, 
though sometimes this form marks a debased late. The windows 
on the south of the chancel are square-headed, of three lights, 
without foliation, evidently debased. On the same side is a 
pointed priests* door, and a plain ogee piscina. The east window 
contains some good stained glass, lately erected in memory of 
John Fielden, Esq., of MoUington. The tower is Perpendicular, 
and though late, not bad of a kind frequent in Cheshire and 
the adjacent counties. It has a good battlement, and eight un- 
finished pinnacles. The belfry windows large, of three trefoil- 
headed lights. The west window has an ogee hood, with finials 
on head corbels returned in a horizontal band containing flowers 
and heads. The string under the belfry windows also flowered, 
and under the west window is a band containing foliage, animal 
heads, and one shield charged with the monogram I. H. C. The 
west doorway has Tudor arch with hood. The buttresses are at 
the angles. 



1893. 

This church was restored in 1879. The brick walls of the nave of 
1 73 1 were cased with stone, and Decorated windows inserted, a new 
arcade was erected in the nave, resting on three pillars on each side. 
The nave and aisles were re-roofed, the nave reseated with pitch pine 
benches, and the chancel with oak, a new chancel arch built, the tower, 
which was cracked, partly taken down and rebuilt, a new south-west 
porch, vestry, and organ chamber added. 

In 1892 a handsome carved oak reredos, with canopies, and figures of 
our Lord bearing His cross, and appearing after His Resurrection, was 
placed in the chancel. 

The registers begin in 1560. 

There is a peal of six bells, four of 17 14, two new by Taylor of 
Loughborough, one of which is in commemoration of the Queen's 
Jubilee. 
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There are some interesting old heraldic tablets, by Randle Holme, of 
Backford and Moston families. An old chained Bible, 1617, is in the 
church. 



BARROW. 

&♦ Bact^olometo* 1845. 

THIS is a debased church with some portions rebuilt in the 
last century. It consists of a nave with north aisle, chan- 
cel, and west tower. The tower and the south wall of the nave 
are of pseudo-Italian style, built probably about 1740, but the 
parapet of the aisle is unfinished except in its western portion. 
The aisle does not begin quite from the west end of the nave, 
and does not extend along the chancel. It has a separate roof, 
and is divided from the nave by four flat arches with octagonal 
piers. Its windows are square-headed, with three pointed lights, 
and one is labeled. The chancel, as may be seen in an inscrip- 
tion over its south door, was rebuilt in 1674 by Bishop Bridgman, 
Dean of Chester and Bishop of Man, whose arms, with those of 
the See, appear on the tablet. Its windows are square-headed, 
the lights obtuse-headed except the eastern, which is pointed. 
The roof of the chancel has enriched brackets, with the arms of 
Bishop Bridgman — a good specimen of the period. In the nave 
and aisle the roofs have tolerably good carved brackets, but are 
ceiled. There is no chancel arch. The font has a plain 
octagonal bowl. 



1893- 
The nave and aisle have been almost entirely rebuilt at the restoration 

of the church in 1883, in late Perpendicular style, which harmonizes 

well with the Jacobean chancel. The organ chamber and vestry are 

on the north of the chancel. 

The registers begin in 1572. There is one bell. 

There is a silver flagon with the mark C, and chalice and paten with 

the mark T. D. 
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BRUERA. 
&♦ 9©arp* 1857. 

ASM ALL church or chapel, consisting of a nave and chancel, 
with a south chapel added to the nave. Over the west 
end a wooden belfry. The chancel arch and the south door- 
way are Norman — the latter has chevroned moulding, and the 
arch has been altered to a pointed form. The chancel arch is a 
fine one, with good mouldings and the rope ornament, the shafts 
have abaci to the capitals, one with a kind of cushion and one 
mutilated, but both capitals have curious heads on them. The 
east window is Decorated, of three lights and rather odd tracery. 
Against the east wall are two fine head brackets, and there is 
a plain rude piscina. The other windows are mostly late, with 
square heads. The south chapel is of somewhat debased 
character, and opens to the nave by an obtuse arch on octagonal 
columns. Its floor is raised, and beneath is a vault belonging to 
the CunlifTes, to whom also it has several monuments. There 
are indications of earlier work in the lower parts of the walls of 
this chapel. The walls are throughout of red sandstone. The 
font has a circular bowl, but does not appear ancient. 



1893. 

The walls are four feet thick, quite solid; large buttresses at the west 
end. There are definite traces of Saxon work near the doorway. The 
church has been much mutilated. In the north window of the chancel 
are lines written with a diamond on the glass : — 

"Damn Popes, Prelates, 
Jacobitism, idolatry, 
Wrote by me, 177 — .*' 

On a wooden tablet recording a bequest to the poor is written " This 
church was uniformed, a.d. 1707.** There is a large stone font, 
cracked and mutilated, outside the church; also the remains of a stone 
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cross, used as a sundial in later times. In the churchyard are nineteen 
very fine yew trees. 

The registers begin in 1652. 

The church was formerly called " Capella in Bruera." 



DODLESTON. 

&♦ a^arp* 1869. 

THIS church consisted originally of a nave with north aisle, 
chancel, west tower, and north porch — the public way on 
the north. The original arches and pillars had been removed 
and replaced by wooden posts, and very little original work re- 
mained, except the tower, a plain three-light late window at the 
west of the aisle, and a rather good single window on the south 
of the chancel, with trefoil head, and good mouldings of transi- 
tion character from Early English to Decorated. The tower 
(which is retained, all the body being rebuilt) is low, and very 
poor late Perpendicular, with shallow diagonal buttresses, and 
no string, a four-light poor Perpendicular window on the west 
side, belfry windows of two lights, and a single light on the south 
below the belfry — of red sandstone — with battlement, which re- 
quired to be rebuilt. The body was much mauled and modern- 
ized, and had some square-headed late windows, others low 
debased. The whole of the body, now rebuilding, is new, and of 
red sandstone. The nave and chancel are of fair width, the 
north aisle is divided from the nave by four rather narrow pointed 
arches on short octagonal pillars, with moulded capitals, and on 
high bases, much like what are found in Cheshire village churches. 
The windows are, in the nave, square-headed, of three lights 
foliated, save a pointed one at the west of the aisle. The chancel 
arch is pointed, on octagonal stilted columns. In the chancel 
the east window is Perpendicular, of five lights — on the north and 
south are two pointed windows of similar character, of three and 
two lights. On the north of the chancel is an organ chamber, 
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divided by a pointed arch from both aisle and chancel, beyond 
which is a vestry, having a gable front to the north. In the 
vestry is placed the curious Early English window, also the late 
Perpendicular one which was at the west of the aisle. The tower 
arch to the nave is opened, pointed, with continuous mouldings. 
There are four bells, one ancient one has the inscription, "Ave 
Maria," the letters curiously detached, so as to go all round the 
bell. The others bear date 1618, 1681. The porch is to have 
open wood panneling. All the hideous internal fittings have 
been removed, and the church will be fitted with open seats. 
An inscription records the repair of the church in 1704. 



1893. 

The church was entirely rebuilt in 1869, and one third of the tower, 
which was raised two feet An old floriated cross has been set upright 
in the west wall of the church. 

The registers begin in 1570. There are five bells — the fifth "In 
memory of Dr. Anson, Dean of Chester.'* 

Sir Thomas Egerton, Baron Ellesmere and Viscount Brackley, chan- 
cellor, is biuied in this church, on the stone over him is inscribed : 

"Anchora animss, fides et spes in Christo. 
Orimur, morimur, sequentur 
Qui non praecesserint" 

The inscription on the monument of his wife Elizabeth is : 

" Fallax gratia, vana pulchritudo, 
Familia timens Dnm ipsa laudabitur. 

Elizabetha hie condita est Egertona, 
Pie familiam rexit, instituit natos. 
Vitas virili mente sustinuit curas, 
Plusquam virili mente sustinuit mort'm, 
Juvit jacentes pauperes manu, voce. 
Desideratam sponsus et sui lugent, 
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Quos ipsa liquit, sed dedit suis sese. 
Matri ilia partem reddidit, patri partem, 
Terrae ilia corpus reddidit, Deo mentem, 
Sic tota salva est, sic et occidit tota. 
Vis plura ? ocellos flentid lege ocellos, 
In his notantur plura — plura scribuntur. 

Non obiit, sed abiit, 
Anno d'ni 1588." 



INCE. 

&♦ 3ame0* 1845. 

THIS church has a nave and chancel, with west tower, the 
whole of red stone. The greater part is late Perpen- 
dicular, but there is a vestige of Norman work on the south 
side ; the outer door of the porch has an impost moulding, that 
within the porch has cylindrical moulding and imposts. On the 
south porch is the date 1673. The windows are square-headed. 
The chancel appears to be of later and debased style. The 
tower is late Perpendicular, and has a large belfry window of two 
lights, and an embattled parapet. There are corner buttresses, 
and in the second stage a narrow square-headed aperture. The 
The chancel is unusually long, the chancel arch pointed, springing 
from shafts with square abaci. The nave has a very rude low 
roof, with queen-posts. In the chancel the roof is of better 
style, with arched tie beams and queen-posts, of rather late and 
debased work. The interior is pewed, and there is an ugly west 
gallery with an organ. The font is modern and bad. 



1S93. 
In 1854 the nave was taken down and entirely rebuilt, higher than 
the old one, and a north aisle added. The gallery was removed, and 
the organ placed on the floor at the entrance to the tower. Two 
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courses of stone were added to the tower, and new battlements. The 
chancel was re-roofed, the old beams being utilised. 

There is a carved oak sanctuary chair 1634, with representation of 
the Adoration of the Magi. 

The registers begin in 1687. There are three bells — (i) "C. and G. 
Mears, founders, 1854;" (2) "God save our Church, 1636;" (3) 
"Jesus bee our Speede, 1622." 



PLEMONSTALL OR PLEMSTALL. 

r I IHIS church has a nave with north aisle and a chancel, the 
-■- whole of late rectilinear work. The aisle is separated from 
the body by six Tudor arches with octagonal piers. The same 
shaped arch is also seen in some of the windows (which are of 
three lights, and the eastern one of four ; other windows are 
square-headed) and in the doors. There is a south porch with a 
small niche upon it. Some small portions of stained glass appear 
in the windows. The roof is open and barn-like. A rectilinear 
wood screen is placed between the nave and chancel. The 
church has been tolerably well repaired, and has a small modern 
tower. It is situated very lonely, quite in the fields. 



1893. 

The small niche is above the door of the south porch. The wood 
screen is continued across the north aisle, and the east end thereby 
enclosed forms the TrafTord Chapel. A small vestry has been built 
against the north wall of the chancel. 

The registers begin in 1558. There are three bells. 
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PULFORD. 

THE original church, pulled down in 1834, was a small 
structure of late and poor rectilinear work which abounds 
in Cheshire, and consisting of a nave and chancel with a western 
tower, which was embattled, and had a band of flowers and 
animals. The west doorway had a contracted arch, in the label 
figures of birds and beasts, and above, a three-light window of 
ordinary character set between two small niches. The windows 
of the body were square-headed, and between the nave and 
chancel a coarse wood screen. The font a plain octagon. The 
present church, built by Lord Westminster, is cruciform, of red 
stone, with an ugly western tower having graduated buttresses, 
and to which it is to be lamented that the former one has given 
place. The style is late Gothic, but not very happy. 



1893. 

The last-mentioned church has given place to another of red sand- 
stone, completed in 1883, and consisting of nave, chancel, with north 
and south transepts, tower, and spire. 

The registers begin in 1559. There is a peal of six bells. 



SHOTWICH. 

THIS church consists of a nave and chancel, each with north 
aisle, and a good square embattled tower at the west end 
of the nave. The tower is rectilinear, with a west window of 
three lights and belfry windows of two. The masonry is good — 
there are flowered bands and the roots of pinnacles. Most of 
the windows are square-headed, of late work, some of rather 



1 
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better rectilinear character, and the two east windows Decorated, 
of three lights, with a little stained glass. The south doorway 
is Norman of rather plain character, but with uncommon orna- 
ments. The nave is divided from the aisle by four low pointed 
arches on octagonal pillars, and the chancel by two rude arches, 
very obtuse, with a plain pier. The font is a plain octagon. 



1893. 

The registers begin in 1600. 

There is a silver chalice, with date " 1685.'' "John Hall, William 
Briscoe, churchwardens of the Parish of Shotwich.*' 

There are three bells— (i) " 1616, Jesus be our Speed," with orna- 
mental work and initals W. C. ; (2) "1621, Gloria in excelsis Deo," with 
embossed cross; (3) " 1664, Gloria in excelsis Deo,*' with initials j^- 

There is an old slab on the chancel floor with date 1587, over the 
grave of John Carter, curate of the parish. 



STOAK. 

&♦ Hatorence* 1833. 

r I iHIS church has been mostly rebuilt in a neat style, imitating 
-■- the latest rectilinear, with some windows square-headed, 
perhaps original. The plan is cruciform ; the roof open, and of 
timber. The chancel has an east window of three lights, late 
rectilinear. The west gallery has some tolerable wood carving, 
and in the south transept is a wooden tablet with the Bunbury 
Arms. The tower is modem and embattled ; the whole church 
neat, but uninteresting. 



1893. 

The " square-headed windows " are all modern. Those in the chan- 
cel are flat-arched, and are believed to be of the latter part of the 
sixteenth century. 
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There are many wooden tablets in the transepts, and one elaborately 
carved marble tablet in the chancel, all in memory of the Bunbury 
family, and mostly of the seventeenth century. 

A stone built into the south wall, and partly cut away, has an inscrip- 
tion in Lombardic characters, apparently relating to one of the early 
vicars : — " Magister Andre cuj a'i'e p*pitiet D^s." 

The registers begin in 1543. 

There is a silver chalice, supposed to be 300 years old, a silver paten 
and flagon, 1772. 

There are three bells of no great size, date on largest " 16 15." 



TARVIN. 

THIS is a large church, consisting of a nave with side aisle, a 
chancel with north aisle, and a handsome square tower at 
the west end of the nave. The tower is rectilinear and lofty, 
with an embattled parapet which had formerly pinnacles at the 
angles, now broken. The battlement itself is panneled, and 
there are some fine panneled bands in different stages of the 
tower. The belfry windows are large and double on each side, 
the west door has a crocketed ogee head, set between two rich 
niches. The north aisle is rectilinear, with a battlement, and 
under it an ornamented cornice with figures of animals. The 
buttresses have crocketed canopies. The windows on this side 
have late and bad tracery. Those of the south aisle are mostly 
curvilinear of two lights, that at the east end of three lights. 
The body is low and without a clerestory. The nave has on 
each side five pointed arches with octagonal piers, of which those 
on the south have some Early English foliage in the capitals, 
while those on the north are plain. The chancel has two pointed 
arches dividing it from the north aisle. The font is of octagonal 
form, with panneling. In the west gallery has been erected a 
barrel organ. 
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1893. 

There is now only a west gallery the size of the tower, for the ringers. 
The organ is in the north aisle. The chancel roof has been restored, 
and the old oak roof exposed by the removal of the flat ceiling. 

The registers begin in 1563. 

Silver Communion Plate : — A large double-handed cup, on one side 
"The Earl of Plymouth to the Parish of Tarvin, 1775," ^"^ the other 
side, coat of arms with " Je fie en Dieu;" a very large flagon with cover 
" The gift of Henry Jeffs and Thos. Edwards, gent", natives of Tarvin, 
and Thomas Patten and Chas. Goodwin of Chester, gent", to the Parish 
of Tarvin, 1777;'* very large paten, in centre, "I.H.S.," below, "Tho* 
Brock, Esquire, to Tarvin Parish, i77S>" ^^^ coat of arms ; Two chalices 
with patens as covers, " Rich<^ Wilbraham Booth, Esq^«, to the Parish of 
Tarvin ; ** very handsome flagon, chalice, and paten, " the gift of Anne 
Dormell, 1887." 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "Peace and good neighbourhood, 
1779;" (2) "Fear God, Honour the King, 1779;" (3) "Thos. Rudhall, 
Gloucester, Founder, 1779;" (4) "John Blythe and Henry Briscoe, 
wardens, 1779;" (5) "The Rev<* M' Thos. Dickinson, vicar, 1779;" 
(6) " T. R., 1779, Come at my call and serve God alL" 

An old brass on the north chancel wall has a bullet imbedded in it, 
said to have been one of Cromwell's Ironsides — ^they had possession of 
the church. The inscription on the brass is : 

" Henry Hardware here interred is 
That Alderman was of late 
in the citie of Chester where he was 
a moste grave Maiestrate : 
within that cittye the sword 
before him twise had borne : 
he ruled with prudente poUicye : 
as citizens grave can wel enform. 
and so deceased the v. of March, 1584." 

A snaffle bit and bullet were found in the south aisle, underground, 
when the church was being restored in 1876. 
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THORNTON-LE-MOORS. 
&♦ fl^arp. 1845. 

THIS church consists of a nave and chancel, each with a south 
aisle, and a square tower at the west end of the aisle. 
The lower part of the tower and the south wall of the nave are 
Decorated, the remainder of the church seems Perpendicular, 
and some portions of late and debased character. A south porch 
is very poor and late, surmounted by balls, and of the same 
character as that at Ince. Within it is a lofty door, with acute 
arch and continuous mouldings. The lower part of the tower 
has short buttresses, and has a two-light Decorated window on 
the south. The other stages are Perpendicular, late and plain, 
the parapet embattled, the belfry windows large, and each of 
two lights. In the south aisle of the nave are Decorated win- 
dows, of two lights, with tracery approaching to flamboyant. 
The west window is debased, repaired in 1715. On the north 
side of the nave are some two-light Perpendicular windows, and 
some very late square-headed, having obtuse and unfeathered 
lights. The tower occupies the west end of the aisle, and opens 
to the nave and aisle by pointed arches of Decorated character, 
now closed. The nave is divided from the aisle by five other 
narrow pointed arches, springing from octagonal columns, with 
moulded capitals. The roof of nave and chancel is ceiled, but 
the original spandrels are seen ; that of the south aisle of the 
nave is entirely ceiled. There is no chancel arch, but in the 
east pier of the nave is a small arched door, with the hinges 
remaining, once leading to the rood-loft The chancel is divided 
from the aisle by three depressed Tudor arches, with octagonal 
piers. All the chancel and its south aisle or chapel is very late — 
possibly as late as the time of Elizabeth. Most of the windows 
square-headed, and some with transoms, and the lights obtuse, 
without foils ; but the east window of the south aisle is an odd 
one, having a very obtuse arch, of large size, and five lights, and 
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curious tracery with foils, somewhat of flamboyant appearance. 
The east end of this aisle is partly of wood and plaster. The 
south chancel is enclosed with late wood screens of ordinary 
character. 

In the south wall of the nave (near its original termination 
eastward), where evidently an altar once existed, is an ogee 
niche with piscina, having trefoil feathering and finial. The 
altar has twisted legs, and bears an inscription with the date 
1694. There is a west gallery, tolerably regular pews, and 
several painted wooden monumental tablets to the Bunburys of 
Stanney. The font is poor and not ancient. 



1893. 

The church is said by some to be dedicated to S. Helen. The 
ceiling of the chancel was removed some years ago, and the roof re- 
stored, and open seats substituted for high pews. Further restoration 
is needed, much of what was done being unsatisfactory. A handsome 
oak memorial pulpit has been erected. 

The registers begin in 1574- 

Silver Communion Plate: — Chalice, paten, two cruets and spoon, 
silver-gilt, in memory of Mrs. Perryn of Trafford Hall. There are three 
bells — (i) " 1625, Jesus be our Speed;" (2) "1708, William Wright, 
Samuel Norfolk, Churchwardens;" (3) "1625, Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
W., R, Wardens." 



WAVERTON. 

THIS church consists of a body with side aisles, the chancel 
being appa,rently curtailed, and at the west end a large 
and lofty rectilinear tower, with an embattled parapet. A west 
window of four lights, and a belfry window of large size and 
three lights. The west door has a label resting on figures which 
have lost their heads, and spandrels containing bold foliage, and 
with shields. There are also other shields above the door with 
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the arms of Dutton, and in the stage above the window a square 
opening, quatrefoiled, and crowned by a label. The tower is 
too lofty in proportion to the body, which has no battlement, 
but sloping slate roofs. The aisles are very low, and are 
separated from the nave by three low pointed arches on 
octagonal piers. Those on the south have an ornament in the 
capitals resembling the nail head, which would make them 
appear early. Above is a clerestory which contains long square- 
headed windows of four lights, evidently of late date. All the 
other windows are also square-headed and of debased work, 
having round-headed lights. The roof of the nave is the same 
period (temp. Elizabeth), with good timber frame-work, and 
carved brackets with roses. The tower arch is lofty and hand- 
some, with good mouldings and half octangular pillars. The 
north aisle is narrower than that on the south. 

1847. 
The tower seems to be of about the time of Henry VII. The 

church mostly temp. Elizabeth. The arches are very low and 

small — those on the north differ from the others in being slightly 

stilted. In the respond at the east of the south side is a small 

recess, as if for an image. There is no chancel arch, and the 

chancel roof is concealed by a horrid low flat ceiling, which, 

together with the confined dimensions of the chancel, greatly 

deteriorates the general appearance of the interior. The east 

wall seems to have been built in 1606, which date is seen on the 

flat and debased east window. The aisles have timber frame 

roofs of the same date as the nave, but the effect is injured by 

their lowness. Much improvement has taken place by opening 

the fine tower arch, and showing the west window. 

1868. 
Further improvements have been carried on. The church 
wholly fitted with uniform open seats, and the organ placed at 
the east end of the north aisle. The low wretched ceiling has 
been removed from the chancel, and the original open roof dis- 
closed, and open wooden screens placed between the chancel and 
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each aisle. The east wall has been rebuilt, and a fine Perpen- 
dicular window replaces the former ugly one, filled with new 
coloured glass. 

1893. 

In 1888 the north aisle and nave arcades were rebuilt, and a new 
screen erected at the entrance to the chancel. The east end of the 
south aisle is known as the Cholmondeley Chapel — it has a window of 
four lights at the east end, and one of three at the south side. The 
beams in the south aisle are apparently the old original ones — one dog- 
toothed There is a brass in this chapel : " Here lyeth the body of 
Peter Dutton of Halton, Esq"*, one of his Majesties Justices of the 
peace and quorum, of this county of Cheshire, who died the twelfth 
day of August in the yeare of our Lord God 1669." 

The registers begin in 1582. 

There are four bells — (i) " 1615, C. L. ;*' (4) " Jhesus be our speed, 
W. R." 



CHESTER. 

&♦ fll^arp* 1830. 

THIS church is entirely of late rectilinear, but superior in 
style to most of the churches in Chester, though built of 
friable stone with some bad modern alterations of windows. It 
consists of a nave with side aisles and a chancel with side 
chapels, with a low western tower, the upper part of which is 
modern, but having a panneled west door much worn. The 
parapets of the church are embattled, and within the north porch 
is a doorway with quatrefoil panneling in its continuous mould- 
ings. The nave has on each side three Tudor arches, with 
octagonal piers, and the chancel opens to each chapel by one 
very wide arch of like form. There is a clerestory with numer- 
ous windows ; those of the north aisle and chancel are large, with 
contracted arches, but some have been despoiled of their tracery, 
particularly on the south. The east window is good, and lately 
filled with tolerable stained glass, and the east wall lately 
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repaired, and its gable crowned by a new cross. There is in the 
nave a very handsome panneled ceiling, with stars, and in the 
north chapel of the chancel is a monumental effigy and a late 
rectilinear tomb. The interior is tolerably neat, though the pews 
are ugly. A west gallery, extending across the whole church, 
contains an organ. 

1849. 
The church has been improved in many respects lately. The 
south aisle has been, externally, much restored, and new win- 
dows of three lights inserted. The exterior much cleansed. 

1852. 
In the south chapel of the chancel is a piscina at the south- 
east The stained glass of the east window is partly modern, 
partly of ancient fragments. The font has an octagonal bowl 
on a stem of similar form. The chancel arch is rather straight- 
sided, dying into the wall, and appears to be older than the rest 
of the church, which is probably temp. Henry VIII. A fine 
obituary window of stained glass is in the north chapel, and an- 
other in the south chapel. Great improvements have lately 
taken place — the pews in the chancel and its chapels are removed 
and replaced by open seats, enclosed by new open screens of 
wood, erected by the daughters of the late Dr. Currie. The 
gallery at the west end is removed, and the organ, which has 
been rebuilt, and arranged in a very appropriate manner, placed 
on the grround under the tower arch. A neat low screen divides 
the north aisle from the north chapel. The windows south of 
the nave have curious foliated brackets in their interior jambs, 
level with the sills, and in the south wall appear curious ancient 
paintings in fresco, recently brought to light 

1 86 1. 
Further improvements — new open seats replace the pews, 
organ moved to south aisle of chancel, and tower arch opened. 
Tower in course of being raised. 
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1893. 

In 1887, a new church (S. Mary without the Walls) built by the Duke 
of Westminster was consecrated, and constituted the parish church. At 
the same time, the old church of S. Mary on the Hill was placed within 
the bounds of the parish of S. Bridget with S. Martin. 

In 1 89 1, the church of S. Mary on the Hill was reopened after further 
restorations. South clerestory rebuilt, north aisle recased, galleries at 
west end of aisles and screens in chancel removed, two pillars rebuilt, 
floor relaid at original level, roof of nave releaded, vestries moved to 
west end, organ placed on north side of chancel, south chapel (Trout- 
beck) restored to its original purpose, new north porch erected in 
memory of the third Randle Holme, the distinguished Herald and Free- 
mason of the seventeenth century. The font from S. Bridget placed in 
the tower arch, the old font preserved in churchyard. The only speci- 
mens of old glass in Chester are in the upper tracery of three of the 
windows in the Troutbeck chapel. In this chapel a tablet has been 
placed with the inscription : " To the memory of William Troutbeck of 
Dunham, Esquire, Chamberlain of Chester (by whom this Chantry was 
founded a.d. 1453), Sir William Troutbeck his grandson, Serjeant of the 
Bridge Gate, and the other members of the family, who here lie buried, 
this tablet is placed by the Reverend John Troutbeck, D.D., Chaplain- 
in-Ordinary to the Queen, and Minor Canon of Westminster." Above 
the inscription are : " Three trout in a circle." In this chapel are also 
the monuments from S. Bridget's church, now pulled down. 

The registers, the Communion Plate, and churchwarden's accounts 
were transferred to the new church of S. Mary without the Walls, being 
replaced by those from S. Bridget Registers begin in 1649. On one 
chalice, " 1720." 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "Jesus be our Spede, ^ C. W., 
C. C, R. H., 1657;" (2) "Gloria in excelsis Deo, C. W., C. C.', R. H., 
\% 1657;" (3) Dulcedine soni cantabo tuo nomine, C. W., C. C, 
R. H., ^^ 1657;" (4)"Cha» and Jn^ Rudhall, fee*, William Orford 
and Jno. Grindley, Wardens, 1786;" (5) "Jucunditate soni sonabo tibi 
Domine, C. W., C C, R. H., 1657, W. I. S.;" (6) " 1783." 

The bells from S. Bridget's are also retained — (i) "God save his 
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church, our King, and realm, 1629;" (2) "William Warrington, Thomas 
Holland, Churchwardens, 1656." 

In the north chapel, on an altar tomb, are the effigies of Edmund 
Gamul, mayor of Chester, who died in i6i6, and his wife Elizabeth. 
Their son Francis kneels at his mother's feet, and their three daughters, 
with skulls in their hands, are represented kneeling on the side of the 
tomb. 

There is also a monument to Philip Oldfield with his effigy, in gown 
and ruff, and his four sons and two daughters kneeling. 

In the north aisle there is a tablet to Matthew Ellis of Overleigh in 
the county of Chester, one of the Gentlemen of the Body Guard to King 
Henry VI IL, son of Ellis ap Dio, ap Griffith, successor to Ken wick 
Sais, a British nobleman, and lineally descended from Tudor Trevor, 
Earl of Hereford. He died 20 April, 1574. Alice his wife died 1547. 

The Randle Holmes have several monuments, on one is inscribed : 

** Here lyes the body of Randle 

Holme, gent. Server in extraordinary to K. 

Charles ye 2^ and deputy to ye King- 

at-arms, who died 12th March, 1699, 

and Randle Holme his son, deputy to Norroy 

K.-att-arms, who died 30th day of Aug., 1707. 

He married Margaret, daughter of Griffith I^loyd, 

of Llanamon in the county of Denbigh, gent, by 

w™ he had issue Sara, Eliz., Kat., Randle, and Kat, who 

died before their father, and lye 

here interred." 



CHESTER. 

THIS church is singular in its form, being nearly square, con- 
sisting of four equal aisles, without any distinction of 
chancel, and apparently there never was any further extension 
towards the east, as the present wall ranges with Northgate 
Street, which is not very wide. The tower rises engaged in the 
west end of one of the centre aisles or naves, and is modernized, 
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as is also the south front of the church, by being new cased in 
stone. The latter is a wretched imitation of Gothic; the tower 
has a battlement and four pinnacles. The two centre aisles are 
wide, the two others narrow, but all of equal height. The archi- 
tecture is all late and coarse Perpendicular. The tower occupies 
one span in the centre, and rises upon plain moulded arches, 
which are closed. The arches dividing the aisles are very wide, 
but inelegant, the piers of the northern range are octagonal, 
those in the two others formed of a heavy cluster of half 
octagons. The windows are large, some of five lights, others of 
three, but the tracery ugly, and the mullions of perishable stone. 
They are set high in the wall, and the elevation of the roof is 
considerable. Part of the roof has panneled compartments, with 
bosses. There are also corbel figures above the arches on the 
north. There are large galleries on the north and south sides, 
and the church is very capacious, accommodating more persons 
than the whole population of the parish, which scarce exceeds 
eight hundred. An organ is erected in front of the tower arch. 



1893. 

The tracery of the windows is now good Perpendicular. The organ 
is in the north gallery. 

The registers begin in 1557. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Flagon, "1716;" flagon, "1720;" chalice, 
"1716;" chalice, "1736;" salver, " 1736." 

There is a peal of six bells — (i) "When you me ring Pie sweetly 
sing, 1709;*' (2) "Abr. Rudall cast us all, 1709;" (3) "Prosperity to 
all our Benefactors, 1709;" (4) "God save the Queen, A. R., 1709;'* 
(5) "Peace and good neighbourhood, 1709;" (6) "Randle Bingley, 
John Parker, Churchwardens, 1709." 

A marble monument is surmounted with a bust of Gulielmus Wall, 
mayor of the city, who died in 1588. In the south aisle on a pillar is 
an old brass, with a figure, which is believed to represent a lawyer of 
the time of Henry V. 
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CHESTER. 

THIS church has a nave, chancel, and north aisle, and a late 
rectilinear tower at the west of the nave, the lower part 
of which IS arched, forming a footway. The nave opens to the 
north aisle by three pointed arches upon octagonal pillars, which 
have square flowers in the capitals. The chancel has a beautiful 
wood roof, with arches under the collar beams, and fine tracery 
and panneling. The nave has a plainer panneled ceiling. There 
are late flat windows on the south. There is no arch to the 
chancel on its north aisle. Pews ugly and irregular. 

The tower and outer walls of the church entirely rebuilt in 
1850 and 185 1, on the whole very fairly done. The windows 
flat headed. Decorated. The original arcade preserved, and the 
fine roof of the chancel. The tower is of more ambitious charac- 
ter than the former one, and has eight crocketed pinnacles. The 
original arrangement of the arched passage through the lower 
part remains undisturbed. 



1893. 

The registers begin in 1581. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Two flagons with coat of arms and motto, 
" Dvw ac Ffydd mavr." " This flagon, with one more, being in w* 
128 oz. 10 dwts., is the gift of Mr. Sam. Edwards, late of the city of 
Chester, goldsmith, to the Parish of S. Michaels, for the use of ye Holy 
Communion, 1702 ;" flagon, "The gifl of M« Elizabeth Booth, daugh- 
ter of Nathaniel Booth of Mottram Andrew, in the county of Chester, 
Esq., to S. Olaves church in Chester, 1728;'' chalice, "The Com- 
munion Cup of S. Michaels in Chester ; " chalice embossed, " The gifl 
of M" Dulcibella Harpur to the Parish of S. Michaell in Chester, 1680 j" 
paten and chalice, "Ex dono Robti Pigot ariii. Tempore Majoratus 
Annoq3 Doin 1723;" paten, "The gift of M" Alice Whitley to ye 
Parish Church of S. MicW, 1639, w^^ was enlarged and improved by 
the same Parish, 1725." 
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There is a peal of six bells — (1) "Fear God, Honour the King, 1726;" 
(2) "Prosperity to this Parish, 1726;" (3) "Jno: Williams and Tho: 
Jones, Esq", 1726;" (4) "Law: Gother and W" Hughes, Aldermen 
and Chwardens, 1726;" (5) "Law: Gother and W™ Hughes, Aldermen 
and Chwardens, 1726;'* (6) "Sir Richard Grosvenor, Baronet, 1726.** 



CHESTER. 

I^olp tlTrtnftp* 1852. 

THIS church has very little worthy of note, having been badly 
altered and modernized at different periods. It consisted 
originally of three equal aisles, and a tower engaged at the west 
end of the south aisle, which has been renewed in the Gothic 
style, since the demolition of the spire which formerly crowned 
it in 1 8 10, and which must have been a considerable ornament 
to the town. The north aisle has been extended by a new wall, 
and the original north arcade removed, which gives the interior 
a most awkward and disagreeable effect. The original south 
arcade still remains, of three wide pointed arches with octagonal 
piers, having moulded capitals, the tower occupying the western 
bay. The arches opening from the interior to the tower are 
finely panneled in Perpendicular style, like those under the tower 
of the Cathedral. There is no distinction of chancel. Most of 
the windows modernized, but some at the east end are original, 
one Perpendicular of three lights, another verging from 
Decorated. The east wall of this church is oblique and not 
square, possibly to suit the line of the street. 

This church wholly rebuilt and consecrated January, 1869 ; 
has a very wide nave with north and south aisles, chancel, and 
tower with good stone spire on the south of the nave as before. 
All in Edwardian style, with very large east and west windows. 
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1893. 

The registers begin in 1665. 

Silver Communion Plate: — ^Two large flagons, "London, 1727;** a 
chalice and cover (used as a paten), about the end of Elizabeth's reign ; 
a larger paten, " 1694;" a smaller chalice, " 1714." 

There are six bells, 1735 — (i) "Prosperity to the Church of England;" 
(2) "Prosperity to all our benefactors ;*' (3) "Abel Rudall of Glouces- 
ter cast us all;" (4) "R' Hon^»« Earl of Derby, Patron of our Church;" 
(5) "Rev. William Smith, Rector, Samuel Matthews, Geo. Leigh, 
Churchwardens;" (6) "I to the church the living call, and to the grave 
do summon all." Only i and 6 are hung. 

There is an old recumbent stone figure in armour, found under a pew 
in the old church, and now lying by the font It is supposed to be the 
person set forth in a stone tablet bearing the same coat of arms that is 
on the shield of the figure — viz. the motto, " Either for ever : " 

" Here lies John Whitmore, Esquire, 
He was Maior of this City 
4 years successively. King 
Edward the 3*^ then Raigning." 

On a brass is a record of Matthew Henry, who was buried in the 
church : 

"Mortalitatis exuvias hie juxta deposuit Katharina 

Henry, filia unica Samuelis Hardware armigeri, 

Conjux admodum dilecta Matthsei Henry, S. S. Evan- 

gelii ministri, quae primo partu (filiolU superstite) 

variolis extincta ad patriam migravit, \\^ die Februarii, 

1688-9, smno set 25. Posuit in lachrymis viduatus 

conjux. 

Idem Matthaeus Henry pietatis et ministerii 

ofiUciis strenue perfunctus, per labores S. S. Uteris scru- 

tandis 

et explicandis impensos confectum corpus huic dormitorio 

commisit 22"<*° die Junii, 1714, anno aet 52 ; 

susceptis ex Mari^ Roberti Warburton armigeri, 

filia, mcerente jam vidua, unico filio et quinque filia- 

bus superstitibus." 
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CHESTER 

&t 3|o6n 2Baptf0t* 

THIS is still a very fine and interesting structure, and when 
complete must have been magnificent. The portion 
which is used for service comprises the nave of the original 
church, with part of the transepts and cross, which last are much 
altered. Eastward of this, the original choir with chapels 
adjoining are in ruins, and display fine portions both of 
Decorated and rectilinear work, with some singularities. The 
nave has side aisles and large north porch, and is of mixed 
Norman and Early English work. The tower stands at a little 
distance from the west end of the north aisle, connected by 
modern walls, and is of late rectilinear, very lofty, and has been 
very fine, but the stone work is much decayed. The belfry 
windows are double, and there are fine rich bands of panneling 
and niches, but the details of the ornament have perished, and 
the battlement is modern. The exterior of the church has been 
sadly maltreated by the mutilation of some windows and the 
insertion of others of wretched design, and the decay of the stone 
tends to give it an unfavorable appearance. The situation is fine 
and open, in a spacious churchyard overlooking the Dee, yet a 
house is built within it, and touching the church on the north 
side, and another within the ruins of the eastern portion. The 
north porch is Early English, and has its outer arch with deeply 
recessed mouldings, but the shafts have decayed ; the inner 
doorway has finer mouldings and shafts with bell capitals, and 
the sides of the porch have lancet windows. The nave seems to 
have been shortened at the west end, the present wall being of 
rather modern date. The interior is still grand and solemn, 
though the effect of the arches is destroyed in some measure by 
the insertion of heavy galleries. On each side are four very fine 
semicircular arches upon very massive round pillars which are 
short, and have the capitals round and bases square. Above is a 
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remarkably fine triforiutn and clerestory, each consisting of four 
fine Early English lancets with deep mouldings and clustered 
shafts, with abacus and foliage in the capitals. It seems only 
one lancet was originally pierced for a window in the clerestory. 
Some of the windows of the aisles still exhibit internally the 
lancet arch, with fine mouldings and shafts. At the east end is 
a very fine large Norman arch, which originally was one of those 
that supported the central tower. The pews, &c., are by no 
means elegant, and the pulpit is mounted at a preposterous 
height, blocking up the view of the altar. There is a very large 
and powerful organ in the west gallery, erected in 1837. The 
font is a plain octagon, panneled at the base. There is a small 
Early English doorway on the south side. 

The tower has a large west window, now partially closed, with 
a crocketed ogee canopy, and in the space between the canopy 
and window is a large rose, marking the Tudor period. 

In 1470 the original central tower is said to have fallen and 
ruinated the chancel and transept. 

In 1574 the present steeple is said to have been built, and 
about 1581 the structure was arranged for parochial service. 
This, however, is uncertain, as the present tower appears of 
earlier date. The nave originally extended or was intended to 
reach two or three bays west of the present west wall, for there 
is a Norman pier and springing of an arch cut by the said wall, 
which, though it has a modern window, has indications of early 
work in the jambs, thus showing that it may have been built 
early, when the extension of the nave was given up. The foun- 
dations may be traced, and show that two western towers were 
intended, of which the southern never rose above the foundation, 
whereas the present one occupies the place of the northern, and 
though its external buttresses show that it was never part of the 
first, its walls may be of the early foundation, especially as a 
northern arch opens internally to the vestibule on Norman 
imposts ; and the vestibule itself, connecting the tower with the 
north aisle, has walls containing a Norman doorway and window. 
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thus showing that it was built when the western extension was 
abandoned. The fine Early Engh'sh porch being placed west- 
ward of the end of the present nave would open to nothing if 
the vestibule to the tower had not been erected. 



1893. 

The western tower was built before 1574; it was in that year that two 
thirds of the tower fell and destroyed the west end of the church. The 
triforiura is transitional, and the clerestory Early English. The church 
was restored in 1859-64, when it was reseated, the galleries swept away, 
the pulpit moved from the centre, and the south wall rebuilt The 
house on the north side of the church has been demolished. In 1881 
the western tower fell and crushed the north porch. In 1882 the north 
porch was rebuilt on the old lines, and the remains of the tower were 
taken down. In 1886 a bell and clock tower was erected, east of the 
north transept, and was opened in 1887, when the north wall of the 
church was strengthened and refaced 

The registers begin in 1559. 

Silver Communion Plate : — Paten, " The gift of M" Margaret Jones 
to the Church of S. John Baptist in Chester, to cary the Consecrated 
Bread upon at the Holy Sacrament of Bread and Wine, to be kept soly 
for that use, and woe be to those that commit Sacriledge, 1667 ;" two 
chalices, "R. B. and T. B., Churchwardens, 1674. This is the Com- 
munion Cup of S. John's;" though both bear date 1674, the Hall 
marks show that one was made in 1634 ; two large alms dishes, " Hila- 
rem datorem diligit Deus. In usum oifertorij ad adem B. Johanni 
Baptistae sacram apud Cestrienses, a.d. 1735 ;" small alms dish, " John 
Thomason, Joseph Maddocks, 1683;" small paten, "Thomas Hiccock, 
Thomas Bridge, Churchwardens, 16 19;" flagon, "1731;" small chalice 
and paten "The gift of M"* Dighton Salmon for the use of the poor 
sick Communicants in the Parish of S. John Baptist, Chester, 1725.'* 

There is a peal of eight bells. Five were recast in 17 10 by Rud- 
hall of Gloucester, and made into six, and two were added in 1733, the 
gift of a society of gentlemen ringers — (i) " Prosperity to all our bene- 
factors, 1710;" (2) "Peace and good neighbourhood, 1710;" (3) "Abm. 
Rudhall cast us all ; '* (4) " Jas. Crewe, junr., Esq., Sir Robt. Grosvenor, 
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Bart., Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart, Watkin Williams Wynn, Esq., Gabl. 
Wettenhall, Esq., Jas. Comberbach, Alderman, Churchwardens, 1733;" 
(5) " Prosperity to the Church of England, 1710 ;" (6) "Rani. Stanway, 
Thomas Dod, Churchwardens, 17 10;" (7) "God save Queen Anne, 
17 lo ; " (8) " Prosperity to the Society of Chester Scholars, 1733." 

Some interesting tombstones are at the west end of the north aisle: — 
Tombstone of some alderman of the Smiths* Company, perhaps of Tho- 
mas Edyan Master Smith and Senior Alderman, to whom, in 1498, 
Prince Arthur (eldest son of Henry VIII.) gave a silver badge bearing a 
horse shoe, hammer, and tongs, as an heraldic device, in admiration of 
his skill in shoeing his horse. On the stone is a cross with horse shoe, 
pincers, and hammer. 

Monument — upper part, effigy of a woman from the waist upwards, 
with hands clasped in prayer ; lower part, foliage within a border, on 
which is inscribed : — " Here lies Agnes, wife of Richard de Ridelegh, 
who died on the Sabbath day next before the Feast of Philip and James 
the Apostles, 1347." 

Priest in his robes. 

Tombstone of John de Serjaun, with cross and sword : — 
"Their bones are dust, 
And their good Swords rust, 
Their souls are with the Saints we trust.*' 

Tombstone of a glover, with cross, scissors, wand, and glove. Glove- 
making was once the staple trade of the city. 

A Crusader. 

Tombstone of a Priest, with chalice and book. 

In the Chapter House are preserved a large collection of fragments 
of stones, together with the bosses from the vaulted roofs of the choir 
and chapels. Professor Browne says (in a paper on the Sculptured 
Stones of Cheshire) : " There are at least four stones, more or less com- 
plete, with circular heads, from which the keys of a cross project, and 
with shafts covered with interlacing work,** and he is of opinion that 
they are Brttish crosses — ^before 903. He also mentions "a flat stone, 
with an inscription round the edge : ' Hie requiescit B. Renthuna sancti- 
monialis * — here rests the good Nun Renthuna — this stone is only men- 
tioned here, because of the rarity of any inscription to a nun. The 
only other example, in the experience of the writer, being the well known 
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stone in the chapel of Jesus College, Cambridge, with an inscription to 
a member of the Society of Nuns, which preceded the Master and 
Fellows of Jesus College : ' Moribus ornata jacet hie bona Berta 
Rosata.' The bona in Jesus College chapel may interpret the bona at 
Chester, probably our phrase the 'good ladies,' is a hint that this 
epithet ordinarily applied to nuns." 

There are some memorial tablets by Randle Holmes. 

There is an old fresco of S. John the Baptist — ^the head very fine— on 
the eastern-most pillar of the nave on the north side. 
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ACTON, S. Mary, 7. 
Alderley, S. Mary, 8 J. 
Aldford, S. John Baptist, 33. 
Ashton-on-Mersey, S. Martin, 7a 
Astbury, S. Mary, 99. 
Audlem, S. James, 10. 

Backford, S. Oswald, 118. 

Barrow, S. Bartholomew, iflCk. 

Barthomley, S. Bertoline, lod. 

Bidston, S. Oswald, 6a 

Bowdon, S. Mary tne Virgin, Ji* 

Brereton, S. Oswald, 103. 

Bruera, S. Mary, 121. 

Budworth, Great, S. Mary and All Saints, 

44. 
Bunbary, S. Boni&cei 13* 

Chadkirk, S. Chad, 107. 
Cheadle, S. Mary, 108. 
Chester, S. Mary, 133. 
Chester, S. Peter, 136. 
Chester, S. Michael, 138. 
Chester, Holy Trinity, 139. 
Chester, S. John the Baptist, I41. 

Daresbury, All Saints, 47. 
Davenham, S. Wilfred, 24* 
Disley, S. Mary, iii. 
Dodleston, S. Mary, 122. 
DukinfieldChape), XI2. 

Eastham, S. Mary, 61. 

Frodsham, S. Laurence, 49. 

Gawsworth, S. James, 85. 
Groppenhall or Grappenhall, S. Wilfred, 
50. 

Handley, All Saints, 34. 
Hart Hill, All Saints,. 35. 
Heswall, S. Peter, 62. 
High Leigh Chapel, 72< 

Ince, S. James, 124. 

Kirby, West, S. Bridget, 66. 



Lymm, S. Mary the Viipn, 73* 

Macclesfield, S. Michael, 88. 

Malpas, S. Oswald, 36. 

Maroury, S. Michael, 191. 

Marton, S. James, 92. 

Middlewich, S. Michael and All Angels, 

Mobberley, S. Wilfred, 75. 
Mottram-m-Longdendsde,S. Michael^ 113. 

Nantwich, S. Maiy and S. Nicholas, i. 
Neston, Great, S. Mary and S. Helen^ 64. 
Northenden, S. Wilfred, 77. 

Over, S. Chad, 26. 

Peover, Nether, S. Oswald, 51. 
Plemonstall, S. Peter, 125. 
Pott Shrigley, S. Christopher, 97. 
Prestbury, S. Peter, 93. 
Pulford, S. Mary the Virgin, 126. 

Rostheme, S. Mary, 79. 
Runcorn, S* Bartholomew, 55* 

Sandbach, S. Mary, 105. 
Siddington, All Saints, 98. 
Shocklack, S. Edith, 4a 
Shot wick, S. Michael, 1261 
Stoak, S. Lawrence, 127. 

Tarporley, S. Helen, 28* 
Tarvin, S. Andrew, 128. 
Tattenhall, S. Alban, 41. 
Taxall, S. James, 115. 
Thornton-Ie- Moors, S. Mary, 130* 
Tilston, S. Mary, 43. 

Wallasey, S. Hilary, 65. 
Warburton, S. Werburgh, 8x* 
Waverton, S. Peter, 131. 
Weaverham, S. Mary, 56. 
Wilmslow, S. Bartholomew, Ii6b 
Witton, S. Helen, 58. 
Woodchurch, Holy Cross, 68. 
Wrenbury, S. Margaret, 20. 
Wybunbury, S. Chad, 21. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 



Armorial Bearings— 
Aadley, Lord, 42. 
Bridgman,. Bishop, 120. 
Corbett, 19. 
Davenport, loi. 
Domville, 74- 
Dutton, 45, 132. 
Gawsworth, 85. 
Glegg, 63. 

Hatton, Chancellor, 83. 
Macclesfield, 90. 
Malpas, Barons of, etc., 36. 
Mobberley, 75, 76. 
Prestbury, 95, 9(5. 
Spurstow, 19. 
Venables, 80. 

Warburton, Peter and Ann, 44. 
WUbraham, 8. 

Bells, 6, 9, 13, 17, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 
28, 3i» 33. 35. 36, 40, 4h 43. 44. 46, 
48, 49. 51. 53. 56, 57. ^. 61. 62, 63, 
66, 67, 69, 70, 71, 74, 77, 79, 81, 82, 
84. 86, 91, 93, 96, 98, 102, 103, 104, 
107, 108, no, 112, 115, 116, 117, 119, 
120, 123, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 131, 

133, 135, 137. 139, I40> 143. 

Bells, Names on — 
Allcock, Tho., 17. 
Allsager, Geo., 103. 
Anson, Dean, 123. 
Assheton, Tho., 71. 
Barlow, Francis, 71. 
Basford, William, 24. 
Battersby, Sarah Emmeline, 74. 
Batteisby, William, 74. 
Baxter, John, 79. 
Bay ley, Charlotte, 74. 
Bayley, William, 74. 
Beckett, Thomas, 60. 
Bilbie, James, 57. 
Billington and Newton, 103. 
Billington, J. S., 103. 
Bingley, Randle, 137. 
Blythe, John, 129. 
Boond, Peter, 96. 
Booth, Sir George, 71. 



Bells, Names or^—contimud, 
Boulton, William, 118. 
Bracegirdle, Thomas, iia 
Bradley, Saml., 96. 
Briscoe, Tho., 17. 
Briscoe, Henry, 129. 
Brockley, Thomas, 23. 
Brodbelt, Thomas, 96. 
Brooke, Thomas, 107. 
Broome, Isaac, iia 
Broster, Edward, 63. 
Brown, Rev. John, 96. 
Bunbury, Sir Charles, Bart., 144. 
Caldwell, Peter, 24. 
Carter, Joseph, 24. 
Chrimes, Thos., 57. 
Clarke, David, 91. 
Comberbach, Jas., 144. 
Crew, John, 103. 
Crewe, las., 143. 
Crewe, Joseph, 103. 
Cresty, J no., 24. 
Davenport, Thomas, 79. 
Davie, Samuel, 43. 
Davies, Thomas, 60. 
Delamere, Hon. Lord, 71. 
Delves, Sir Thomas, 24. 
Derby, Earl of, 140. 
Dewhurst, George Charnley, 74. 
Dickenson, Rev. Thos., 129. 
Dod, Thomas, 144. 
Eden, G., 77. 
Edge, Tho., 35. 
Egerton, Samuel, 77, 81. 
Egerton, Thomas, iia 
Evans, Thomas, 107. 
Faulkner, John, 44. 
Fort, Daniel, 103! 
Foster, Lawrence, 6a 
Gartside, Robert, 115. 
Gandy, Jno., 74. 
Gl^ge, John, 67. 
Goldfield, 81. 
Gother, Law., 139. 
Grindley, Jno., 135. 
Grosvenor, Sir Richard, Baronet, 139. 
Grosvenor, Sir Robert, Bart., 143. 
Hankinson, Jn., 71. 
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Bells, Names on — continued, 
Hargreaves, Samuel, 77. 
Haughton, Jeffery, 60. 
Hayles, Humphrey, 6. 
Heawood, Jno., 71. 
Heaworth, John, 115. 
Hewitt, John, 60. 
Hodgkiss, John, 43. 
Holt, D., 71. 

Holt, Sir Lister, Bart., 104. 
Horton, John, 24. 
Hough, Henry, 71. 
Hough, William, 63. 
Hughes, Wm., 139. 
Jennings, Jos., 67. 
Jones, Tho., 139. 
Knowles, Wm«, 49. 
Lancaster, Th., 49. 
Larden, John, 43. 
Leche, John Hurleston, 44. 
Legh, Edwd., 71. 
Leph, Richard, 96. 
Leigh, George, 140. 
Leigh, Georgius, 74. 
Leigh, Joannes, 74. 
Lingard, William, 102. 
Lunt, Joseph, 103.  
Matthews, Samuel, 140. 
Meakin, Abr., 103. 
Mears, C. and G., 60, .125. 
Mears, T., 17, 24, 96. 
Mears and Stainbank, 115. 
Meredeth, Wm., Bart., 71. 
Miller, Joannes, R. C, 115. 
Norfolk, Samuel, 131. 
Norbury, J., 77. 
Orford, William, 135. 
Parker, John, 137. 
Parkinson, John Wright, 74. 
Peacock, S., 77. 
Pend, Henricus, 74. 
Perry, T. W., 23. 
Pickford, Edward Matthew, 44. 
Ramsbottom, Gulielmus, 63. 
Reddish, Josh., 96. 
Richardson, Thomas, 67. 
Rivers, Richard, Earl, 24. 
Robinson, John, no. 
Robinson, Tho., 115. 
Robinson, Wm., 96. 
Rowbotham, Thos., 96. 
Rowden, John, 24. 
Rowlinson, Ricardus, 74. 
Rudhall, A., 6, 9, 13, 20, 24, 49, 62, 

67, 7i» 79, 107, "o, 115. "8, 137, 
140, 143. 



Bells, Names o^—cmtinued. 

Rudhall, Charles, 81, 135. 

RudhaU, John, 23, 77, 81, 92, 135. 

Rudhall, T., 77, 81, 92, 129. 

Saunders, Richard, 60. 

Saxon, William, 60. 

Scott, John, 116, 127, 135. 

Shaw, Isaac, 118. 

Shelton, William, 6a 

Skene, G. W., 103. 

Smallwood, Thomas, 102. 

Smith, Jos., 57. 

Smith, Rev. William, 14a 

Stanley, Peter, no. 

Stanway, Ran., 144. 

Steele, Petrus, 74. 

Swinnerton, Rev. John, 23. 

Talbot, Tho., 6, 

Tate, Alexander, 107. 

Taylor, J., and Co., 24, 60, 74, 77, 91, 
no, 117, 119. 

Taylor, Richard, 44. 

Tonna, ChaiJes, 35. 

Tonne, Randel, 44. 

Tottcy, John, 67. 

Totty, Henry, 63. 

Touzel, C. J., 63. 

Trafford, Humphrey, 1 1 8. 

Wade, Hugh, 60. 

Walley, John, 44. 

Walley, Ralph, 103. 

Warburton, Aaron, 71. 

Warner and Sons, 21, 44, 63, 107. 

Warrington, George, Earl of, 118. 

Welles, Thomas, 107, 

Wettenhall, Gabl., 144. 

Whiston, William, 91. . 

Whitelegg, James, 79. 

Whittaker, Jas., 118. 

Whittaker, Peter, 6a 

W^illiams, Jno., 139. 

Williamson, Robert, 6a 

Wood, Matthew, 71. 

Worthington, John, 79. 

Wright, Waiiam, 131. 

Wynn, Watkin Williams, 144. 
Books, Old — 

Nantwich, 6. 

Bartholmley, 103. 

B R ASSES ~'~ 

Barker, William, 58. 
Booth, Sir Robert and Dulcia, 118. 
Bordman, Wm., 5a 
Bosier, lliomas, 27. 
Brereton, Alice, wife of Sir Thomas, 
39. 
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Brasses— €09UimitJ, 
BronnswerdttSi Jotnoeiy 91. 
Cholmondeleyi Thomas, 53. 
Dellvys, Rafe and Kateryn, ^3* 
DuttoD, Peter, 133* 
Egerton, Philipp de, 39* 
FittoD, Sir Edward, S& 
Hardware, Henry, 129. 
Henry, Matthens and KatbArinai 14O. 
Lawyer, temp. Henry V., 137. 
Legh, Perkin a, 91. 
Legh, Roger and Elizobethi 90b 
Malbon family, 103. 
Marbuyre, Mawde, 47* 
Morris, Gulielmus. 51. 
Nevill, Ann, 32. 
Newton, Edward, 06, 
Shipton, Edward, 04* 
Stanley, James, 77. 
Stanley^ Sir Rowland, 6a« 
Starkey, Hugh, 27. 
Sumner, Henry, II2« 
Venables, Elizabeth, 26* 
Venables, Thomasi 35. 

Chantries or Chapels^ 

Ardeme, or Arden, 30. 

Brereton, 109. 

Calverley, 17. 

Cholmondeley, 37, 133* 

Done, 30. 

Egerton, 14, 37, 

Headi, 57. 

Moseley, 109. 

Nether Peoverj 59t 

Rivers, S9. 

Spurstow, 17, I9i 

Staley, 114. 

Tabley, 45. 

Trafford, 117, 125. 

tJtkinton, 30. 

Warburton, 46. 

Wilbraham, 57. 
Communion Plate, 6, 12, 1 7, 20, 23, 25, 

28, 3h 33. 35. 36, 40^ 42, 44i 4^, 4^$, 
5>. 53. 56, 57. 61, 63, 65, 69, 70, 71, 
74. 79, 81, 84. 86, 92, 96, 97, 99, loi, 
104, 107, no, IIS, 116, 117, 120, 127, 
128, 129, 131, 13s, 137, 138, 140, 143. 
Communion Plate with names of 

DONORS — 
AUon, Samuel, 107. 
Amson, John, 107. 
Baldwin, Rev. Mr., 107. 
Blackburne, Johanna, 51. 
Blackbume, Sarah, 51. 



COMMtTNION PLATE WITH NAkBS Ol^ 
DONORS— OM/lMflft^ 

Booth, Mrs. Elizabeth, 13S. 

Booth, Rich. Wilbraham, 129. 

Brereton, Hon. Mrs. Elizabeth, 1044 

Bridge, Thomasi 143. 

Briscoe, William, 127* 

Brock, Thos., 129. 

Brooke, Richd., 48. 

Buigess, William, Ii6. 

Corbett, Hon. Wm., 28. 

Croft, Rev. Mr., 84. 

Dauenport, Eliz., 6. 

Davenport, Phebe, 17, 63. 

Dod, Gulielmus, 40. 

Dormell, Anne, 129. 

Dutton, Peter, ^7* 

Eaton, John, 48. 

Ecdes, Josephus et Hanna, 92. 

Edwards, Sam., 138. 

Edwards, Tho&, 129. 

Evans, Ann, 12. 

Gee, Rev. John, Ii6u 

Glegg, Wm. 63. 

Glegg, Mrs., 63. 

Goodwin, Charles, 129. 

Hall, John, 127. 

Hall, Wm., 86. 

Harpur, Mrs. Dulcibella, 138. 

Harrison, iia 

Heginbotham, Thomas, 115* 

Henshall, .Ricardus, 102. 

Heron Felicia and Frances Elisai 4& 

Heywood, Thomas, 92, 

Hiccock, Thomas, 143. 

Higginbotham, Philip, 92« 

Higginbotham, Tho., 102, Ii6k 

Holland, Gulielmus, 40. 

Holland, Sarah, 72. 

Holinshead, Thomas, 84. 

Hurst, Jane, 107. 

Ince, Rev. Tho., 35. 

ackson, Mrs. Eliz., iia 

efis, Henry, 129. 

ervis, John, 107. 

Johnson, John, 116. 
ones, Mrs. Margaret, 143. 
Kent, Samuel, 107. 

Killmorey, Thomas, Lord Viscount, 12. 
Lawton, John, 115. 
Leycester, 53. 
Maddock, Richard, 107* 
Maddocks, Joseph, 143. 
Patten, Thomas, 129. 
Peploe, Rev. Samuel, LL.B., 42. 
Perryn, Mrs., 131. 
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Communion Plats with namis op 

Pickering, Reinard, 57, 
Pigot, Rob'tua, 138. 
Plymouth, Earl of, 129. 
Royston, R„ iia 
Salmon, Mrs. Dighton, 143. 
Shakerley, Peter, loi. 
Slater, William, 116. 
Smethwick, William, 104. 
Snelson, Roger, 92. 
Steele, Lawrence, 107. 
Tetlow, Williajn, 11 J. 
Thomason, John, 143, 
Wagstaffe, John, 115. 
Warburton of Arley, 74. 
WhiUev, Mrs. AUcc, 138. 
Wilbraham, Alicia, 6. 
Wilbraham, Eliz., 6. 
Williams, Jefferey, 107. 
Wilson, John, 107, 
Woodnotht Maigt, 6. 



Inscriptions— 
Aldford, 33. 
Bniera, 121. 
Banbury, 17, 
Cheadle, iia 
Eggerton, Sir Rauffe, l6< 
Great Budworth, 45. 
Handley, 34. 
Hartshill, 35, 36. 
Heswall, 62, 63, 
Malpas, 37, 38. 
Mobberley, 75, 77. 
Northenden, 78. 
Shallcross, Kichard, 116^ 
Singleton, John» 15. 
Stoaky 128. 
Tilston, 43. 
Wallasey, 65, 
West Kirby, 67, 
Witton, 59, fo 

Jubilee of Queen Victoria, 70, 1 19. 

Legend, Old — 
Over, 28. 
Gawsworth, 88. 

Mural Paintings — 
Gawsworth, ^, 
Chester, S. John Baptist, 145. 
Chester, S. Mary, 134. 



Names — 
Breteton, Sir William, 23, 26, 46. 
Brooks, Sir William CunUffe, Bart.» 70, 
Carrie, Dr., 134. 

Dawson, Richard, of Bradeley, 4a 
Done, Dorothea, 31. 
Done, Robert and Sarah, 3X 
Leche of Garden, 43. 
Pickford, Elizabeth. 64. 
Poole, Captain William H., 7tx 
Salvin, Mr., 52. 
Scott, G., too. 
Starkey, Hugh, 2& 
Touchet, James, Lord Audl^. 4X 
Trabahaw, Jtme9» aj. 



Registers, 6^ % 12, 17, ao^ si, 23* M* a<, 
28, 3i> 33» 35> 36, 39> 4i> 4a, 4^ 48* 
49» 51. 53» 56. 57f ^ 61, 62, 63, 65, 
66, 67, 69, TQi 71. 74. 77, 7% 8i» 84. 
85, 90, 93. 96, 97i 99. loi. W3. I04. 
107, 108, no, 112, 116, ii7i 119, lao. 
122, 123, 125, 126, 127, 12^ ia9b iZh 

133. 135. i37» 138. 14C^ 143* 
Ringers' Hula, 79* 



Stained Glass, Old — 
Astbunr, lOi. 
Cheadle, 109, 
Chester, S. Maiy, 135. 
Disley, 112. 
Groppenhall, Sa 
Mobberley, 70, 77. 

Nantwichb 5* 
Over, 27. 
Tattenhali, 4a. 

Stones, Ancient^ 
Alford, 34. 
Bartholmley, 103. 
Bidston, 61. 

Chester, S. John Baptist, 144. 
Dodleston, 123. 
Gawsworth, 85. 
Great Neston, 65. 
Heswall, 63. 
Lymm, 74* 
Malpas, 40. 
Marton, 93. 
Sandbach, 106. 
Siddington, 98. 
Taxall, 116. 
West Kirby, 67, 68. 
Witton, 59, 60. 
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Tablets— 

Backfords, 120. 

Bttnbuiys, 128, 131. 

Hockei&ulls, 68. 

Holme, Randle, 145. 

MostoDs, 12a 

Robinson, Elizabeth, 77. 
Tombs and Monuments — 

Aston, Matilda, 56. 

Aston, Ricardns, 56. 

Banner, Peter, 49. 

Beeston, Sir George, 17* 

Beeston, Sir Huf^ i& 

Birom, Sarah, 48. 

Boydell, William Fitzwilliam le, 5a 

Brereton, GulielmUs et Jana, 72. 

Brereton, Sir Ralph and Lady, loi. 

Brereton, Sir Randle and Elynora, 38. 

Brereton, Sir Thomas, iii. 

Brereton &mily, 22. 

Bulkeley, Humphridus, III. 

Butland, Reginald, 114. 

Calveley, Sir Hugh, 15. 

Carter, John, 127. 

Cholmondeley, Sir Hugh, and wife, 39. 

Cotton, Stapleton, Viscount Comber- 
mere, 21. 

Craddock, Sir David, 6. 

Crewe, Sir John, 31. 

Crewe, Mary, ^i. 

Davenport, Unanus, 39. 

Done, Jane, 31. 

Done, Sir John, 31. 

Dounes, Rob*tus et Matilda, 96. 

Edyan, Thomas, 144. 

Egerton, Charlotte Luqr Beatrix, 80. 

Egerton, Maria, loi. 

Egerton, Sir Thomas, Baron EUesmere, 
and Elizabeth, 123. 

Ellis, Matthew, 136. 

Fitton, Dame Alice, 88. 

Fitton, Sir Edward, 86. 

Fitton, Sir Edward and Lady Jane, 86. 

Fitton, Francis, 88. 



Tombs and Monuments— ^(Tn/^'uMd^. 
Fitton, Mary, 88. 
Foulshurst, Sir Robert de, 103. 
Gamul, Edmund and Elizabeth, 136. 
Glegg, Katherine, 64. 
Heamcote, Michael, 116. 
Holme, Randle, 136. 
Jennings family, 21. 
Knight, Sir Henry, 117. 
Knightley, Mary, 31. 
LeeSie, Rob., 39. 
Legh, Reginaldus, 95. 
Mainwaring, Sir William, 8. 
Morton, Bridgetta Kinarton de, 39. 
Newton, Humphrey, and wife, 1 18. 
Oldfield, Philip, 136. 
Pyckton, Johannes, 114. 
RatcUff, Robt., 79. 
Renthuna, B., 144. 
Ridelegh, Agnes de, 144. 
Rivers, Thomas, Earl, 9a 
Savage, Sir John and Lady Elizabeth, 

90. 

Savage, Sir John and Catherine, 90. 

Savage, Sir John, 9a *- 

Serjaun, John de, 144. 

Shakerley, Galfridus, 54. 

Smith, Sir Thomas and Anne, 23. 

Spurstow, George, 19. 

Starkey family, 21. 

Stanley of Alderley, family, 84. 

Stanley of Hooton, family, 62. 

Staveley, Sir Ralph, 114. 

Trafford, Henry, 118. 

Troutbeck, William, 135. 

Venables, Sir Hugh, 80. 

Wall, Gulielmus, 137. 

Warburton, Joh'es de, 46. 

Warren, Edward, 95. 

Whitmore, John, 140. 

Wilbraham, Richard and Gratia, Tho- 
mas and Elizabeth, 9. 

Wilbraham, family, 8. 

Worth, Jasper, and lady, 95. 
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